Northeast Region Coordinator
Coordinator:  Bridget Crowley
Email:  bridget@wearemass.org



Northeast Meetings: 
In May the Northeast had two regional meetings on May 5th and 19th.  This month we elected Peter Murphy as our new Regional Treasurer!  We had State Coordinator, Brian Kremer, visit our May 19th meeting, who talked about knowing the issues that are important to our group.  We also had a guest all the way from Liverpool, Russell Kennedy, an advocacy director in the group Pathways.  Russell said, “We should have a voice everywhere.”  
Advocating for Changes to SSI:
Donna shared an update from the Self Advocates Resource and Technology Meeting (SARTAC)about proposed changes to SSI that were part of letter Congressmen and women wrote to President Biden, which would:  remove the Marriage Penalty; increasing benefit amounts with inflation; increasing how much you can save; reduce impact on benefits if you work!  As SARTAC member Latisha said, “This is a great start to a new future.”  You can thank Senator Warren or Senator Markey for signing on to this letter and/or ask your Representative to support these changes too.  Find your legislator here: https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative .
Other Meetings & Presentations:
We sang and danced our way through a fun “Name that Tune” Drop-in Meeting on May 10th.  Donna and Paula made a new “Friendship and Advocacy” Game that we shared with young people at their meeting with the Arc of Greater Haverhill on May 13th.  
Thank you to everyone who came together to remember longtime member, Susan Clarke, at a memorial gathering online on May 11th with pictures from the many national conferences, advocacy meetings and events like the Name Change Celebration and summer gatherings at the Surfside 5.  She will be remembered for her kindness, willingness to help, and independence.  May she rest in peace.
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