
Ephemera 43
Ephemera 43 conference registration includes free admission 
to a Board Reception on Thursday evening, and nine 
seminars on Thursday and Friday. A separate admission 
fee applies to the Ephemera Fair on Saturday and Sunday. 
See 9 a.m. Saturday listing for details. There is an additional 
charge for the banquet and dinner presentation.

Please indicate number of persons in each category:
(    ) ESA Members, $85
(    ) Non-members, $100
(    ) Students with ID, no charge 
          – First come first serve, space may be limited 
(    ) Exhibiting dealers, no charge

(    ) Ephemera 43 Banquet and Presentation, $90  

Back by popular demand, dinner features presentation stations. 
Enticements include starters of Tapenade, Roasted Eggplant, & 
Roasted Red Pepper Hummus, followed by Beef Tenderloin, Caesar 
Salad, and a choice of two Pastas, Seasonal Vegetables, Dessert and 
Coffee. We will also have two special after dinner presentations. 
The first by Greg Gibson who will discuss Nautical Eye Candy: 
The Birth of Clipper Ship Sailing Cards. That will be followed by 
Evie Eysenburg’s version of Ephemera Jeopardy. You don’t want 
to miss this exciting opportunity!

Name(s): ____________________________________

 ____________________________________

Address: ____________________________________

 ____________________________________

E-mail:  _____________________________

Please make check payable to: 
Ephemera Society of America. Detach form at dotted line and return 
with check to ESA Conference, PO Box 95, Cazenovia, NY 13035. 
Registration may also be done online at www.ephemerasociety.
org/ephemera-43  It will not be required, but if you use PayPal, a 
$2 service charge would be appreciated. 

Your registration badge will be held for you at the Society desk. Please 
arrange lodging directly with the Hyatt Regency Hotel: 1800 East 
Putnam Avenue, Old Greenwich, Connecticut 06870 • Phone 203-
637-1234 • Group rate is $149 plus tax. Discount Code “ephemera 
society.” Group rate is available online, but is not guaranteed 
after February 27, 2023. You can reserve online by visiting:  
www.hyatt.com/en-US/group-booking/GWICH/G-CEPS

THURSDAY, MARCH 16th

9 a.m.– 4 p.m. — Board of Directors’ meeting

4:30 p.m. Roundhill Room
Young Scholars Presentation 
This session provides a forum where undergraduate and 
graduate students can discuss the ways in which ephemera has 
informed their studies. Student presentations are lively, varied, 
and always offer thoughtful insights into the role ephemera has 
played in American cultural and social history.

6:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m. — Condes Room
Board reception for early arrivals. Join old and new friends, 
and be fresh for the conference that begins Friday morning. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 17th

Four morning conference sessions: Roundhill Room

8:45 a.m. 
Welcome and Introductions
Barbara Loe, Conference Committee Chairman 
David Lilburne, President
 
9:00 a.m. 
 “To the North”: The Arctic Regions In Ephemera
Doug Wamsley
The Arctic Regions, shrouded in cold, snow and perpetual ice, 
and possessed of spectacular natural wonders and wildlife, 
were prominently featured in clever product advertising by 
marketers, through cigarette cards, tradecards, catalogues and 
other visual ephemera, appealing to the armchair adventurer 
in an increasingly urbanized society. Stunning advertising 
posters and brochures by steamship lines enticed genteel 
passengers to view the Far North in comfort and safety. Arctic 
images were also featured by promoters in exotic lecture 
invitations, broadsides, playbills and menus, and even created 
by shipbound explorers who struggled to boost sagging spirits 
through long, dark winters. 
 Douglas W. Wamsley, an attorney by profession, is an 
independent researcher and scholar who has written extensively 
on the history of nineteenth-century Arctic exploration and 
its participants. He is the author of numerous publications 
that examine individual contributions to our knowledge 

and perceptions of the far northern regions, including the 
forthcoming biography: Big Wolf, the Adventurous Life of 
Lieutenant Frederic G. Schwatka. 

9:45 a.m.
Travel Posters I would Love to Own:  
A Connoisseur’s Fantasy
Nicholas Lowry 
Nicholas D. Lowry is President and Principal Auctioneer 
of Swann Auction Galleries in New York City, and Director 
of the auction house’s Vintage Posters Department. Born 
into a family of antiquarian book dealers, he was raised 
and educated in New York, and graduated from Cornell 
University. As one of the world’s foremost authorities on 
vintage posters, Lowry has spent over 25 years serving as 
poster appraiser on the PBS show Antiques Roadshow.  He 
has spoken and written extensively about the history of 
posters and currently serves on the Advisory Board for New 
York City’s Poster House Museum. 

10:30 a.m. Break

10:45 a.m.
Taking the Waters: Healing Springs & Medical Tourism 
Hannah Swan 
Geothermal baths and healing springs have a millenia-
spanning history of medical tourism, from the ancient 
Roman baths to the spas of the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries, considered to be the golden age of the so-called 
“water cure.” The rise of leisure travel is directly related to the 
popularity of “taking the waters” for one’s health. Ephemera 
from locales as diverse as Manitou, Colorado and the 
Hunyadi Springs of Budapest, Hungary, explores the origins 
of the modern spa vacation, as well as the often fantastical 
medical claims for “hydropathy” made by the doctors who 
staffed these institutions.
 Hannah Swan is the archivist for the School of Pharmacy 
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, currently working 
on an NEH grant-funded project to process ephemera 
held by the American Institute of the History of Pharmacy. 
She holds a postgraduate degree in Archives and Records 
Management from University College London, a master’s 
in Book History and Material Culture from the University 
of Edinburgh, and worked as a Reference Assistant at the 
Phillips Library of the Peabody Essex Museum. She received 
the 2022 Anthony Davis Book Collecting Prize for her 
personal collection of midcentury party-planning books and 
ephemera.

11:30 a.m.
Travel and Tourism in Southern Appalachia
Greta Browning  
The Southern Appalachian mountains, part of one the oldest 
ranges in the world, have historically been a haven for those 
who enjoy the benefits of high altitudes.  After eighteenth-
century settlers and hunters, such as Daniel Boone, came 
through, railroads and improved roads exponentially 
increased visitor traffic from all parts of the country and 
world.  Now the region is a year-round tourist destination.
 Greta Reisel Browning, C.A., Associate Professor, is 
the Reference & Instruction Archivist and Curator of the 
Rhinehart Rare Book Collection on British History in the 
Special Collections Research Center at Appalachian State 
University. Greta has a Master of Arts in Public History from 
North Carolina State University and a Master of Library 
Science from North Carolina Central University.  She has also 
completed five courses about the history of the book at Rare 
Book School at The University of Virginia. 

12:15 p.m. - 1:45 p.m.  Lunch Break

Four afternoon conference sessions:  Roundhill Room

1:45 p.m.
African American Baseball: Barnstorming into History 
Mike Peich   
Baseball was America’s national pastime from the late 
nineteenth to the mid twentieth century, but as popular as the 
game was it was also exclusionary—African Americans were 
prohibited from playing in the all-white professional ranks. 
Before the Negro Leagues were formed in the early 1920s, scores 
of African American teams traveled across America playing 
wherever they could schedule a game, even against all-white 
teams. Barnstorming became a way of life for Black teams such 
as the Zulu Cannibal Giants and the Ethiopian Clowns, and 
it continued even after the formation of competitive leagues 
that provided schedules, home stadiums, and season-ending 
championships. 
 Michael Peich is Emeritus Professor of English at West 
Chester University where he created the West Chester University 
Poetry Conference (1995), and the WCU Poetry Center (2000). 
His interest in baseball history has resulted in articles and 
lectures about the Southern Minor Leagues, nineteenth-century 
baseball advertising, and Chester County (PA) baseball. Peich 
collects vintage baseball cards and ephemera and is currently 
doing research on the Negro Leagues. Mike serves on the 
Board of Directors of the Ephemera Society of America and is 
President of the Chester County Sports Hall of Fame. 
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• 12:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. — Silent Bid Auction in Roundhill. 
Many Lots. Bid early and often!
• 5 p.m. — Fair closes; reopens 11 a.m. Sunday.
• 5:30 p.m. — Silent Auction final bids close in Roundhill 
Room.
• 5:30 p.m. – 6:45 p.m. — Cash Bar outside Mead ABC. 
• 6:00 p.m. — Live Auction Roundhill Room 
• 7:00 p.m. — Ephemera 43 Banquet and Presentation — 
Mead ABC. Reservations required. 
A conference/dinner registration form is attached. 

After Dinner Presentation
Nautical Eye Candy: The Birth of Clipper Ship  
Sailing Cards 
Greg Gibson  
Clipper Ship sailing cards were one of the earliest forms of 
color advertising in America. Their popularity as collectibles 
has waxed and waned, though they reveal much about 
maritime history and American culture.
 Greg Gibson has been an antiquarian book dealer since 
1976, specializing in books, manuscripts, and ephemera 
relating to the sea and its history. He’s bought and sold 
hundreds of clipper ship sailing cards in his career, and has 
advised collectors, librarians, auctioneers and historians 
regarding them.

Ephemera Jeopardy
Evie Eysenburg
Evie Eysenburg, a retired math and English teacher, has 
been an ephemera dealer for over twenty years. She uses her 
considerable research skills as a crossword puzzle tester for the 
New York Times. She was a contestant on Jeopardy! in 1974.

SUNDAY, MARCH 19th

9:00 a.m. Mead AB
Members annual meeting 
All members are urged to attend.

• 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. — Ephemera Fair in the Grand Ballroom.
• 4 p.m. — Ephemera 43 closes.

2:30 p.m. 
On the Road: Travel Ephemera in the Margolies Collection
Mari Nakahara    
The architectural historian John Margolies drove throughout 
the United States for forty years to document roadside 
America. His colorful photographs have become well known 
through books and an online archive at the Library of 
Congress. Almost unknown is his fascinating and extensive 
collection of travel ephemera of over 3,300 items spanning 
the late nineteenth to early 2000s. Among the traditional 
ephemera are travel brochures, guidebooks, postcards, and 
road maps. The collection also offers advertising placemats, 
gas station promotions, matchbooks, sheet music, and 
souvenirs in scrapbooks.
 Curator of Architecture, Design, and Engineering at 
Library of Congress Prints & Photographs Division, Mari 
Nakahara holds a Ph.D. in Architectural History and Design 
from Tokyo Metropolitan University, and a MLS from 
Catholic University of America. Her experience working at 
archives, not limited to architecture, includes the New York 
Public Library, the Skyscraper Museum, and the Octagon, 
the Museum of the American Architectural Foundation.

3:15 p.m. Break

3:30 p.m.
Wish You Were Here! 
Kevin Johnson
Governor Oakley Curtis proclamation of April 16, 1916 to 
be Maine Postcard Day, urging Mainers to send postcards to 
friends and relatives encouraging them to “Come to Maine,” 
particularly benefited the Eastern Illustrating & Publishing 
Co. (EIP) of Belfast, Maine, the largest manufacturer of 
“real photo postcards” in the U.S. Using view cameras and 
glass plate negatives, their photographers travelled the 
rural roads of New England and New York from 1909-
1950s making views and selling postcards. Their archive of 
more than 50,000 glass and film negatives, sales catalogs, 
advertisements and postcards bounced around to different 
owners and even survived a flood, but now safely resides at 
the Penobscot Marine Museum.  
 Kevin Johnson is Photo Archivist at the Penobscot 
Marine Museum. He earned a bachelor’s degree from 
St. Joseph’s University, and a Professional Certificate in 
Photography from the Maine Photographic Workshops, 
where he first encountered the Eastern Illustrating and 
Publishing Company collection. Johnson has grown 
the Museum’s collection to more than 500,000 images 

from various sources including EIP (acquired in 2007), 
National Fisherman magazine, the Maine Sardine Council, 
photographer Kosti Ruohomaa, and many others. He is the 
co-author of Maine on Glass: The Early Twentieth Century in 
Glass Plate Photography.

4:15 p.m.
Dudley P. Flanders 1874 “Trip Through Arizona” 
Jeremy Rowe
During the late fall of 1873, pioneer California photographers 
Dudley P. Flanders and Henri Penlon traveled to Arizona 
on one of the first commercial ventures to document the 
new United States Territory established February 24, 1863. 
After Penlon’s death in January 1874, Flanders continued 
his exploration and documentation of the Territory with 
occasional temporary collaborators, producing approximately 
125 stereographs published as Scenes in Arizona that provide 
an incredible view of Territorial Arizona and the emerging 
mining and reservation system in the west. Appreciation 
for the extraordinary photographic excursion is augmented 
by historic maps, newspaper advertisements, and print 
ephemera.
 Jeremy Rowe, an Emeritus Professor at Arizona State 
University and a Senior Research Scientist at New York 
University, has collected, researched, and written about 
historic photography for over 30 years: from daguerreotypes 
and cased images to mounted photographs, real photo 
postcards, and vernacular images with an emphasis on 
Arizona and the Southwest, Lower Manhattan, and the open-
ended category of “images that strike me.” Jeremy has written 
numerous publications about historic photography, including 
Arizona Photographers 1865–1920 a History and Directory, 
Arizona Real Photo Postcards a History and Portfolio, and 
Arizona Stereographs 1865–1930.

Also Friday:
• 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. — Dealer Set-up

SATURDAY, MARCH 18th:   
EPHEMERA FAIR OPENS TODAY!
• 8:15 a.m. — Memberships will be sold at the Ephemera 
Society desk at the entrance to the fair in the Grand Ballroom.
• 9 a.m. — Members-only fair preview ($10) for the 
Society’s 43rd Annual Ephemera Fair in Grand Ballroom. 
Membership cards will be available at registration desk.
• 10 a.m. — General public entry. Admission is $15 at the door.
Discounted Fair tickets available online at: www.eventbrite.
com/e/ephemera-43-fair-tickets-447098402357?aff=ESABrochure

Thank you to our Corporate Supporter:
Swann Auction Galleries
www.swanngalleries.com

From Here to There 
The ephemera of travel
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