Wine and Spirit –
Toasting a History of Friendship
By Colin Cohen

Great to chat with Blum & Grob’s Attorney
at Law and Counsel Dr Claude Blum on a
flying visit to Zurich.

Deep in conversation with Advaya Legal
Managing Partner Ramesh Vaidyanathan at
the 2019 AGM in New Delhi.

Visiting the Manila office of ZGLaw and
meeting Partner Jack Advincula.

Doubtless Ally Law’s 30th
anniversary review is full of
wisdom and insight, with
contributors extolling the virtues
of membership, acknowledging
how networks are challenging
established international law firms,
and explaining how revenues
are increasing, membership
is growing and marketing is
becoming more ambitious.
What these reports probably
don’t tell you is that, first and
foremost, membership of Ally
Law is a whole heap of fun. Boase
Cohen & Collins joined this
organisation in 2005 and since then
I have made lasting friendships
that go far beyond professional
acquaintance, I’ve experienced an
exotic mix of customs and cultures
in countless cities, and I’ve wined
and dined in some of the finest
establishments on this planet. It’s
been an amazing adventure.
On reflection, it’s the impromptu
events, unforeseen happenings
and relaxed social gatherings,
rather than the meticulously
planned meetings, which stand out:
spontaneous drinks that turned into
quite a party in a Manhattan bar;
delayed by a herd of cows on an

Indian motorway after visiting the
Taj Mahal; a close encounter with
crocodiles outside Ho Chi Minh
City. You can become acquainted
with a colleague while sharing
views on a discussion panel, but
you will get to know them much
better during a vineyard tour.
Ally Law has expanded and
evolved to become a serious global
player in the law profession, but it
must never lose its social side. The
coronavirus pandemic has brought
innovation in the form of video
conferencing and a realisation
that we can make greater use
of this technology to converse
more regularly and enhance
relationships. But nothing will ever
replace face-to-face gatherings,
which are where long-lasting and
cherished relationships are forged.
Of course, the social aspect only
works because Ally Law is built
on robust and highly professional
foundations, otherwise nothing
would ever get done. I took over
as President of what was then the
International Alliance of Law Firms
from Monica Oathout in 2011 and
we both agreed, as did other senior
people, that we sorely needed a
professional executive body to

A meeting with Much Shelist Principal Marty
O’Hara during a stopover in Chicago.

With Hankyul Law Group trio (from left)
You Kiseong, Ahn Byungyong and Michael
Park in Seoul.

Welcoming guests to the China Club
during the 2019 Asia Pacific Regional
Meeting in Hong Kong.

run our organisation. This led to
the hiring of Wendy Horn and her
Liftoff team, the launch of Ally Law
in 2016 and a huge leap forward
in all aspects of administration,
communication, branding and
marketing. With year-round
support, highlighted by AGMs
and Regional Meetings that are
efficiently planned and managed,
we have flourished. It is against this
solid framework that we are able to
enjoy our membership so much.
I’m fortunate, as well, that I chair
the Expansion Committee, which
allows me to become more familiar
with firms before they join. The
process of due diligence will
often involve a social evening
with lawyers from a prospective
member, a privilege which has
enlivened trips to such diverse
cities as Tokyo, Seoul, Jakarta and
Manila in recent years. Similarly,
I’ve enjoyed flying visits to meet
Ally Law colleagues spread across
Europe and North America. I
always receive a warm welcome.
For me personally, the spirit of
Ally Law shone brightest last year
as Hong Kong was experiencing
some serious – and global
headline-making – civil unrest.
Boase Cohen & Collins was due
to host the Asia Pacific Regional
Meeting in mid-October and we
had devoted considerable time,
effort and expertise to the task.
Some six weeks out, there were
serious question marks, with
many high-profile events being
cancelled amid clouds of tear gas
and burning street barricades. My
initial feeling was we should remain

resilient and this was strengthened
by discussions with Wendy and
our President Björn Welinder. Then
I received a short message from
one of our would-be delegates, a
seasoned Ally Law veteran, saying,
“I’ll be there. Love a good protest
anytime.” With such support, there
was no way we could not continue.
We were rewarded with, though I
say so myself, a hugely successful
meeting both in the conference
room and beyond. Our event,
themed “Hong Kong: Legal
Excellence, Business Vision”,
was attended by almost 90% of
member firms in our region while
firms from Europe and the Middle
East were also represented. In
terms of number of delegates, it
was Ally Law’s biggest ever Asia
Pacific Regional Meeting, and this
was complemented by a strong
turnout of clients and guests.
Crucially, every single lawyer
from our firm, including trainees,
participated in some part of the
week and socialised with visiting
members and other attendees.
For many of them it was their
first experience of an Ally Law
event but not their last, as we
intend to bring more of our young
lawyers to future meetings.
It is in this spirit of friendship
and camaraderie that I raise a
glass to Ally Law’s first 30 years
and an even brighter future. I
hope to see you all soon.

