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1. As I shared with some of you in a Friday email—it’s one of the more misunderstood verses in the Bible—one you just 

heard this morning. “For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”  

It’s one of the hardest things to get straight in our journey as disciples of Jesus—this business about humility.  

Humility—it’s a strange thing—once you sense it in yourself, you look again and its hubris, exaggerated self-pride, that 

stares back at you.  And pride, as someone reminded me this week, “pride notoriously is the great cloud which blots 

out the sun of God’s generosity.”  

 

2. You may have heard the story about 3 pastors who were together at an ecumenical conference.  The 1st one says, “I’m 

a Baptist.  We excel in clean moral living.”  The second adds, “I’m a Pentecostal.  We excel in being on fire for the 

Lord.”  Not to be outdone, the 3rd responds, “I’m a Lutheran.  We excel in humility.”  Da—we just don’t get it 

sometimes, do we?  It’s hard to even talk about humility without turning it into a virtue that one becomes proud of. 

 

 

3. All who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”  A big problem with this 

verse is that some hear it as a call to beat up on themselves, to put themselves down, to devalue themselves.  That’s 

not humility—that’s self-denigration, and it results in low self-esteem.  That’s not what Jesus is after in his followers. 

a) When teenagers have low self-esteem, convinced they aren’t worth much, they become easy prey to 

destructive peer group behavior.  “Come do this.  Come do that.  Then you’ll be somebody.” 

b) A major factor in suicide attempts is low self-esteem.  He/she just doesn’t feel like they’re worth all that much 

to anyone—might as well be dead. 

c) Abuse of all kinds often stems from low self-esteem.  The abuser hates himself/herself and strikes out at 

others to bring them down to his/her level.  The one who puts up with abuse doesn’t think they’re worth 

enough to say, “No, this is not going to happen here anymore.” 

 

4.  Jesus isn’t calling us today to beat up on ourselves, to devalue our beings, to be some kind of door matt that others 

walk over.  That’s not humility.  Paradoxically, one can only humble oneself when one becomes a self, when one IS a 

self, when one values self. 

 

5. Today’s Gospel is about more than wedding banquets and lunches and dinners.  It’s about living our lives to the beat of 

a different drummer, different from the drummers out there in the culture beckoning for our attention.  Today’s 

Gospel is about life in the kingdom of God, life lived under God’s rule right here in this world.  These are parables Jesus 

is telling, stories with a double meaning, stories told to make a point about Godly living in this culture we are a part of. 

 

 

6. Why is it that people scramble for places of honor in this culture?  Why is it that some folks jostle for position in the 

eyes of God?  Why is it that some of us compete in games and are never satisfied until we’re #1?  Why is it that some 

spend so much time and energy climbing the so-called “ladder of success,” chasing after power and wealth?  Why is it 

that Pharisees back in Jesus’ day were so intent on keeping the sabbath and all the laws of God?  Well, we all want to 

BE somebody, somebody special, somebody important, somebody with value and worth.  Religious folks want to be 

somebody in the eyes of God. 

 

7. Nothing wrong with all that yearning.  The problem is where we tend to think we get all that—our specialness, our 

value, our worth, our significance as human beings.  It is not by doing, by collecting, by achieving.  All of that is gift, it’s 

about being who we already are in the eyes of the Creator.  Humility—the kind Jesus is talking about, is more a by-

product than a goal to strive for, a by-product of a life centered in this dinner guest from Nazareth. 

 

 



8. A few years ago now, Mother Theresa was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.  As many of you know, she was a Nun, 

originally from Europe who spent her most notable years working among the poorest of the poor in India, helping the 

living to stay alive and the dying to die with dignity.  The Nobel Peace Prize Committee’s tradition is to hold a large 

formal dinner banquet for Prize winners which is attended by dignitaries from around the world.  When Mother 

Theresa learned that such a dinner would cost upwards of $10,000, she protested, “Do you know how many poor 

people in India that money would feed?” she asked.  The Committee canceled the dinner and donated the money to 

her work in India. 

 

9. Mother Theresa was a humble human being, but she never sullied or defamed herself.  She didn’t need to be exalted 

by fancy dinner parties in her honor. She simply sought to live her life to the beat of a different drummer.  She had her 

eyes and her ears, her mind and heart centered on this dinner guest from Nazareth. 

 

 

10. 17 years ago now, five of us from Shepherd of the Valley here in Boise where I served as pastor for 15+ years, joined 

with 7 others from our Synod to visit our Companion Synod in Tanzania—the Ulanga-Kilombero Diocese of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania, one of the poorest of the dioceses in the church there.  I will never forget 

that late afternoon we spent with some folks in one of the congregations.  After sharing their beautiful music with us 

for about an hour, praising the Lord with all that they were worth,  in comes the women of the parish with platters of 

food, a banquet, including a huge platter of chicken which we were told they can only afford to eat maybe one time a 

month.  We were caught off guard, overwhelmed by their generosity.  The poor, the crippled, the lame and the blind 

had invited us rich folk to dinner at their place that day.  I found myself wondering afterwards—why is it that most of 

them don’t show up at our dinner parties on Sunday mornings?  I wondered—do we fail to invite them? 

 

11. And if we did invite them, why would we do so?  Only because we think we have something to give them?  Is that as 

far as it goes?  Or do not the poor, the crippled, the lame and the blind also have something to give to us?  Those 

brothers and sisters in Christ in Tanzania are rich, rich with the Spirit of God.  They are among the fastest growing 

Lutheran churches in the world.  They get what it means to be people of God.  They aren’t running around looking for 

places of honor at dinner parties out in society.  They don’t have to be told to invite the poor, the crippled, the lame 

and the blind to their dinner parties.  They ARE the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind—marginalized people of 

the world--and they are inviting the rest of Creation, including you and me, to join them around the Table of the Lord.  

Oh, they have much to teach us about God, about humility and hospitality.  They are living their lives to the beat of a 

different Drummer. 

 

 

12. All are invited to the Dinner Party of God.  There dare be no walls or barriers that keep some people away.  When we 

get it—get that our specialness, our worth, our value as human beings is not something we earn by securing places of 

honor or by hanging around with the right crowd in the right country or by keeping the law of God in all its purity.  

When we get it—get that our specialness, our worth, our value is something we receive as gift, gift from the Creator, 

that it’s all about grace, God’s radical, unconditional love for all whom God has created—all people, everywhere, all 

over Creation—when we get all that, we begin to catch a vision of what God is up to in the world these days—cracking 

open our private little dinner parties, breaking down the walls and barriers that separate and divide us—the haves 

from the have nots--putting back together that which sin, our sin, has torn apart, healing this diverse, hurting, crying , 

broken Creation.  That is what God is up to in this world these days, including among us. 

 

13. Living our lives to the beat of this different drummer, to the beat of this dinner guest from Nazareth—it’s gift, all about 

grace.  And what does that grace-filled life begin to look like for each of our lives going forward?  What does it look like 

in the life of this congregation going forward?  And what would that grace-filled living begin to look like in this country 

going forward—a country so divided, so torn apart in so may ways, in so many places?  What would it look like to live 

life to the beat of this different drummer from Nazareth?  Living life to the beat of this different drummer is about 

change, transformation, and that transformation is on-going.  The best is yet to come.  Let’s keep our eyes and ears, 

our minds and hearts centered on this dinner guest from Nazareth and see what happens.   

 


