
May 20, 2020 

 

Dear Immanuel Members, 

 

Greetings to you and peace from your church leaders.  We trust and pray you and your family 

are safe and well.  If you have a specific need, please contact your church family for assistance. 

 

We are now in Stage 2 (May 16 – May 29) of Governor Brad Little’s Idaho Rebounds—Our 

Path to Prosperity.  These “Guidelines For Opening Up Idaho” specify how and when the 

phased reopening of Idaho businesses will occur.  Details on these guidelines are available by 

clicking on https://rebound.idaho.gov/. 

 

The Immanuel Coronavirus Task Force continues meeting regularly online via Zoom.  This 

week we started reviewing a 25 page document entitled, Northwest Intermountain Synod 

Recommendations on Reopening Churches along with updated summary guidelines from the 

Treasure Valley Cluster COVID-19 Task Force.  These and other guidance documents are the 

foundation for Immanuel’s risk assessment of how and when it will be safe to resume in-person 

worship. 

 

Based on this expert guidance and since a significant portion of our members are at high risk of 

contracting the coronavirus infection, we are being cautious about how and when to reopen our 

church for worship.  We will gather in person as soon as it is safe for all of our congregation to 

return.  This will be no sooner than Stage 4 of Governor Little’s plan, Idaho Rebounds—Our 

Path to Prosperity, about mid-June.  As usual, we will continue to update you weekly and as 

conditions change. 

 

Since we are encouraged to wear face masks when out in public, you may find this information 

from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) helpful.  To review Face Covering Do’s and 

Don’ts, click on the link: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-

sick/cloth-face-cover-faq.html 

 

We encourage you to check out our online worship services via YouTube.  They have been well 

received and help us stay connected to our church family.  There is a mixture of indoor and 

outdoor film footage, spiritual messaging from Pastor Gretchen and the worship assistants, as 

well as a variety of beautiful and stirring music provided by our musicians and vocalists.  You 

can participate in online worship any time after you receive the link to the worship video (sent 

via email every Saturday).  To access the online worship services via YouTube, click on  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-4BoIBt8lOqbqDnZF7LUPA.  

 

If you would like to take communion in your home, you can follow along with Pastor Gretchen 

during the online worship service.  Bishop Kristen Kuempel of our Northwest Intermountain 

Synod ELCA provided a document regarding Holy Communion during extraordinary times as a 

helpful guide and reference.  To view that document, click on this link: 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5af9bf757e3c3a51713bb137/t/5e876ca71b82d754a85dec5

8/1585933550958/SpiritandLife.pdf.   
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It’s hard to believe next Monday (May 25) is Memorial Day.  This special day is an American 

holiday, observed on the last Monday of May, honoring the men and women (veterans) who 

died while serving in the U.S. military.  Originally known as Decoration Day, it originated in 

the years following the Civil War and became an official federal holiday in 1971. 

 

Many Americans observe Memorial Day by visiting cemeteries or memorials, holding family 

gatherings and participating in parades.  But this year, due to the Coronavirus pandemic, things 

are different and many of those events will be cancelled.  If you participate in any of these 

events, be safe. 

 

Please be sure to honor, reflect and remember those veterans who died in military service to the 

United States of America.  The National Moment of Remembrance is on May 25 at 3:00 pm 

local time.  To view a short video about this important observance, click on the link: 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=national+moment+of+remembrance+2020&docid=140

51687574925&mid=D56E931D3EACC953B650D56E931D3EACC953B650&view=detail&F

ORM=VIRE.  

 

The scripture reading and prayer for May 20 is adapted from Plough.com: 

  

 

Such prayer is right, and approved by God our Savior, whose will it is that all men should find 

salvation and come to know the truth. 1 Timothy 2:3-4, NEB 

Lord our God, give us your Spirit, we pray, that we may learn to understand what we are and 

what tasks you have set for us. We thank you for all the light you give us. Grant that we and 

many others may come closer to knowledge of the truth and be at peace about all that belongs 

in your hands, our Father in heaven. Keep us now and forevermore in your almighty hand. May 

we know your goodness and the blessing it brings. For through your goodness we can endure 
even the hardest days and be victorious in the battle of life. Amen. 

 

God’s Peace to you and your family, 

 

Les Gieselman, President 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 


