
July 30, 2020 

 

Dear Immanuel Members, 

 

I trust and pray you and your family are safe and well.  We know some of you are struggling 

with various challenges associated with the COVID-19 pandemic.  If you have a specific need, 

please contact your church family for assistance. 

 

The Immanuel COVID-19 Relief Program is available to help those in need.  We invite any 

member of the Immanuel community who is experiencing hardship due to the pandemic to 

request monetary and/or task assistance from your Immanuel congregational family.  

REMEMBER:  you may reapply for assistance, as needed.  Please find a link to the Assistance 

Request Form at  https://files.constantcontact.com/0616dcc8001/182d08c1-bc02-4976-8213-

f1be8b2cd7dc.pdf. 

 

Due to continuing large numbers of COVID-19 infections, Idaho continues in Stage 4 (June 13 

– August 7) of Governor Brad Little’s Idaho Rebounds—Our Path to Prosperity.  These 

“Guidelines For Opening Up Idaho” specify how and when the phased reopening of Idaho 

businesses and practices will occur.  Details on these guidelines are available at  

https://rebound.idaho.gov. 

 

Because of continuing large numbers of COVID-19 infections and a significant increase in 

hospital admissions for patients diagnosed with COVID-19, Ada County remains in Stage 3 

operations.  Facial coverings are required when the person is in a public place and others are 

present and physical distancing of 6 feet cannot be maintained.  Yesterday, the Central District 

Health Board of Health voted to clarify that face masks are required for all K-12 schools, 

universities and trade programs in Ada County.  For a copy of the Order, go to 

https://cdhd.idaho.gov/pdfs/cd/Coronavirus/Order/CDH%20Quarantine%20and%20Rest

riction%20Order%2007-14-20%20Final.pdf. 

 

Canyon County is also experiencing a high level of COVID-19 infections and the county’s two 

largest health systems are reporting a significant increase in hospital admissions for COVID-19 

infections.  Based on this alarming data, on July 23, 2020, the Southwest District Health Board 

of Health recommended facial coverings be worn when the person is in a public area where 

physical distancing of at least 6 feet between non-household members is not possible. 

 

The Immanuel COVID-19 Task Force meets weekly and is finalizing work on a process to 

allow limited access to the Augustana and Immanuel sanctuaries for those who wish to use our 

sacred spaces for silent prayer or contemplation.  Please watch for specific details about this 

important spiritual opportunity in this week’s edition of Inside Immanuel Weekly. 

 

We encourage you to check out our online worship services via YouTube.  They have been well 

received and help us stay connected to our church family.  There is a mixture of indoor and 
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outdoor film footage, spiritual messaging from Pastor Gretchen and the worship assistants, as 

well as a variety of beautiful and stirring music provided by our musicians and vocalists.  You 

can participate in online worship any time after you receive the link to the worship video (sent 

via email every Saturday).  To access the online worship services via YouTube, at 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-4BoIBt8lOqbqDnZF7LUPA.  

 

If you would like to take communion in your home, you can follow along with Pastor Gretchen 

during the online worship service.  Bishop Kristen Kuempel of our Northwest Intermountain 

Synod ELCA provided a document regarding Holy Communion during extraordinary times as a 

helpful guide and reference.  To view that document, go to 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5af9bf757e3c3a51713bb137/t/5e876ca71b82d754a85

dec58/1585933550958/SpiritandLife.pdf. 

 

Today’s very timely devotional message, Called to Reconcile, was provided by Pastor Tammy 

Heimgartner of Grace Lutheran Church, Mountain Home, ID.   To review this devotion on the 

Treasure Valley Prays website, please go to https://tvprays.org/called-to-reconcile/. 

 

God’s Peace to you and your family, 

 

Les Gieselman, President 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
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