
 
 

Academic Advising  
 
The role high school counselors play in students’ academic journeys can vary greatly from what a 
student experiences in college. At UT Austin, academic advising is a collaborative effort between 
student and advisor. In this collaboration, advisors present students with degrees plans and university 
resources for academic, professional, and social development. Students will have the opportunity to 
realize academic and personal goals as they share their ambitions and aspirations with their academic 
advisor.  
 
The key to successful collaboration is two-way communication. Encourage your student to engage in 
dialogue and to ask clarifying questions if anything unclear. The only wrong question is the one that 
is not asked. 
 
During the academic advising session at freshman orientation, students will:  

• Attend their College or School Meeting on the first day and receive an overview of the 
college, degree requirements, and college-specific resources available to them, 

• Meet with an academic advisor from their college/department in a one-on-one or small 
group meeting to discuss: 

o credits earned through Advanced Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB) 
and dual enrollment (i.e. transfer credit), 

o Discuss course options for the fall semester, 
• Learn about resources on campus, and 
• Understand the role a 360 Connection will have in developing their own UT community! 

 
Parents and families do not attend academic advising sessions with their students at orientation or 
during the course of the academic year. However, there are ways to aid in students’ preparation for 
their orientation advising sessions. Share these tips that students should: 

• Arrive with familiarity of their course requirements, 
• Come prepared with any questions or issues for discussion including any credits earned 

through Advanced Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB) and dual enrollment (i.e. 
transfer credit), 

• Write down any additional questions that were not answered after having attended the 
College or School Meeting on the first day of orientation and,  

• Be flexible about class meeting times and professors when registering. 
 
During Family Orientation, we’ll share more insights about the Student/Advisor relationship, 
expectations and opportunities.  
 


