
Creation comes with value. It is all good. God said so after each day 
of creation. We are part of creation. God looked at humanity and 
said, "very good." We were made stewards of creation. Creation is 
good; stewards use these gifts from creation for good. We become 
co-creators with God. An old Eucharistic prayer says of the elements 
of communion, "...this bread and wine, which earth has given and 
human hands have made." We take God's gifts from the earth and 
add to them our own work for good. I believe this is what it means 
for us to be made in God's image. We mirror the creative impulse of 
God, making more goodness from the goodness we have received. 
Stewardship describes our all of our work as Christians, not just filling 
out a pledge card.  
 

Seeing ourselves as stewards is also a radically different way of 
seeing ourselves than the model our culture and society gives us. Our 
culture tells us we are owners, that we can do what we want with 
what we have (as long as it does not hurt others). Our culture treats 
creation as worth a quantity of money but of neutral spiritual value. 
But our culture tells us that as owners we can do as we please. This is 
true. We can. We have this freedom because, thankfully, we live in a 
relatively free society. However, as followers of Christ, as stewards, 
we cannot see creation this way. All is gift. All is good. All we have is 
to be given back and given away improved by our talent and labor. As 
citizens, we can own; as stewards, we can only give--knowing that it 
was all a gift to begin with and will all be given away when we die.  
 

One popular way of measuring stewardship is to evaluate how we 
are using our time, talent and treasure--the three "T's." This can be 
helpful. Stewardship is about money but not just money but also 
time and talent. However, there is a way I have come to think of 
stewardship beyond the three T's.  
 

Today we are surrounded with so many choices. Our society and 
technology have provided us at our fingertips with an almost infinite 
range of possibilities. It is positively overwhelming. Social scientists 



tell us that so many choices do not really make us free or happy. 
Infinite choice is paralyzing. Making a choice among the endless 
range of options takes more and more time. Today we can spend 
hours finding the best product at the best price, the best vacation for 
the best value, the perfect job, the most desirable seats at the 
concert, the car that best fits our wants, etc., that sometimes I even 
forget what I set out to find in the first place. What T. S. Eliot said 
early in the middle of the previous century is even more prescient of 
our 21st century. We are "distracted from distraction by distraction." 
The most valuable thing we have to give today is not our time or 
talent or treasure, but our attention, where and how we focus our 
time and our efforts.  
 

Stewardship is not neutral with regard to our attention. The 
spirituality of stewardship gives us a direction and a focus for our 
attention. That focus is joy. In the Second Letter of Paul the 
Corinthians, in the second chapter, St. Paul writes, " Each of you must 
give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver." Our job as stewards is to 
enjoy God's good creation as an abundant, overflowing gift, freely 
bestowed on us each day, and then to use these gifts to the good 
and the joy of others, cheerfully with generosity.  
 

How might a spirituality of stewardship transform your giving, your 
attention, and your living? How might you participate in this economy 
of giving, rather than in an economy of owning? Can you see how this 
leads to a focus on joy? As we enter into a joyous season of giving 
and gifts, as we prepare to receive the greatest gift ever given, the 
gift of God's own self in Jesus, how might we join Christ in this self-
giving? Would this make a difference in your life? Would this provide 
focus, and more than that, joy running over? 
 


