
May 1, 2019

Shared Ministries?  What…oh, you mean Small Church Ministries.  
Well, yes, small churches are certainly an important part of our 
shared ministries but they are not the only churches that can or 
should be involved in sharing ministries.  Shared Ministries is an 
amazing opportunity to come together as a church family to share 
Christ with each other and then to take the joy we feel from 
gathering together in His name and carry it out into God’s world 
to be God’s light.  It is a time to come together, ask questions, and 
to learn from each other.  

Let me back up and tell you a little bit about myself.  I was raised 
in the Presbyterian Church and, although I have in the past and 
continue to participate in services in other churches that are not 
Presbyterian (i.e. shared ministries), I am Presbyterian…reformed 
and always reforming.  This has shaped how I view God and our 
church.  To me this means working together, lifting each other up, 
communicating, and being life-long learners.

I’ve had challenges in my life just as everyone does.  My husband 
passed away 5 ½ years ago when he was 40.  We have three children 
who, while mostly grown, need for me to be a constant in their 
lives.  I teach very young children who also need for me to be a 
constant in their lives as does the staff with whom I work.  Our 
Presbyterian Church membership numbers are declining in the 
United States.  The church needs for me to be a constant in its life, 
to be on Session, to help lead the music portion of our worship, to 
be involved rather than sitting back and watching others work for 
Christ.  How can I do all of that, be all of that, and not get 
overwhelmed?  I could (and continue to) lean on my personal 
family, my church family, the parents of the students I teach, the 
people I work with, and my friends.  
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What I discovered is that God is present and active in my life in 
ways I never imagined.  All of these people helped me deal with 
the details of Philip’s death including repairs on our house, sending 
out thank you cards after the funeral, people praying for us on a 
mountain top, students’ parents making sure we had meals so that 
I didn’t have to cook every night but could focus on my children 
and homework (theirs’ and mine), students’ parents who have a 
religion that is different than mine but sent their love and their 
prayers to me and my family are just a few examples.

Now comes my favorite if most challenging part of the message…
the “so what?”  In other words, the “what in the world does this 
have to do with me?!” portion of the message.  Something that I 
have learned over the last few years is that God calls us to be active 
in God’s ministry and mission even when it isn’t entirely 
comfortable to do so.

I want to leave you with two quotes to think about, pray about, 
and consider how God is calling you through their message.  First, 
a quote by Walter Payton.  “We are stronger together than we are 
alone” (retrieved from. https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/17482-
we-are-stronger-together-than-we-are-alone on 4/28/19).  Second, a 
quote from Henry Ford.  “If you always do what you’ve always 
done, you’ll always get what you’ve always got” (retrieved from 
https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/904186-if-you-always-do-what-
you-ve-always-done-you-ll-always on 4/28/19).

We are so much stronger as Christians when we work and worship 
together.  We live in a world where open, respectful dialogue can 
be hard to find.  God, through the Shared Ministries activities, is 
giving us a chance to change that.  We can communicate about 
simple things such as sharing the cost of paper, secretarial duties, 
and visiting people in the hospital because we met them at a 
gathering other than our usual church service.  We can also 
communicate about more challenging things such as how do we 
come together to pool our resources and talents to make a larger 
impact for those that live on the fringes of society.

If we continue on as we are, without sharing our ministries in new 
ways, we can continue to do God’s work in our local communities 
and around the world.  However, we will most likely continue to 
receive the same results that we currently have.  And while those 
results are fine, I feel that God is giving us the chance to grow in 
God and in our faith to be so much more than simply fine.  

Life is BUSY!!  I get it.  I understand how busy our lives are as we 
go from meeting to meeting, from one child’s activity (or 
grandchild) to the next and try to figure out how to get everyone 
fed, homework done, etc.  And yet…as a life-long learner, I would 
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love for us to get together, ask questions, learn from each other, 
and grow as children of God.  God has given us so much.  I feel 
that this is an important opportunity for us to share God’s light 
and make a difference in God’s world.
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