
History with Kemmerer Village – By RL McNabb                               
My first connection with Kemmerer Orphanage was Christmas of 1945. My family lived in 
Tuscola and was active in the Presbyterian Church there. We always collected Christmas gifts 
for the children, and my father volunteered to deliver the food donated to Kemmerer. Being only 
the age of nine, I was quite impressed with the old main house, and especially the fire escape 
tubes which still stand today. Of course, the purpose of the place, being a home for so many 
kids also impressed me. Knowing someone named Mr. Kemmerer had the foresight and big 
heart to donate his house and farmland for such a worthy purpose was inspiring. Little did I 
know then Kemmerer would become one of the most important missions for my wife Marie and 
our family! 

A few years later after moving and joining 
First Presbyterian Church Decatur, we 
considered Kemmerer as one of our 
“local” mission projects. However, it was 
not until after being married and moving 
to Monticello in 1959 that our family got 
better acquainted with their 
mission. Through our church family, 
Marie became active in the Kemmerer 
Auxiliary. When one of the “new’ cottages 
was being dedicated in the late 1960’s, 
the two of us and our three children went 
to see what has now become Kemmerer 
Village. We were all very impressed. It 
was no longer just an orphanage; it 
expanded to take care of even more 
children including more than those who 
lack parents able to care for them, but 
also children in need of assistance for 
mental and behavioral problems. Our 
daughter Kathy was even more 
impressed falling in love with the horses, 
and the fact the kids had their own school 
on campus.  
Our church also listed Kemmerer as one 
of our “local” mission projects, but it was 
many years before Marie and I became 
deeply dedicated to the cause. Marie was 

the Stated Clerk for the Presbytery of Southeastern Illinois for 15 years starting in 1991. When 
in that position, she was first elected to the Kemmerer Village Board of Directors serving until 
2016, the rest of her life. During that time, she served at least one term as President of the 
Board, and participated in the planning, fundraising, and the dedication of the new 
administrative building. I stood by her side for the dedication service visiting the campus mainly 
as it is today. Occasionally, I would take a day off from work before I retired to drive with Marie 
and read a book in the lobby during her meetings. It was during those times that I became 
acquainted with many of the Board Members and some of the staff, including Mike Havera and 
Ron Little.  
I served as Chair of the presbytery’s Committee on Ministry and worked with Ron filling the 
position of Kemmerer Chaplin. After several years of being there in the lobby, someone 



suggested that maybe I should also become a member of the Board of Directors – after some 
thought and prayer, I applied and was elected about 10 years ago. After serving on the Finance 
Committee and as Chair of the Buildings and Grounds committee, I was elected Treasurer, 
member of the Executive Committee, Vice President, and then President for the last two years. 
I must say that serving as President for the Kemmerer Village Board of Directors and Chair of 
the Executive Committee has been an experience that I will never forget. I have become better 
acquainted with more staff and Board Members and can truthfully state that they are a very 
dedicated group of Christian individuals serving the best organization of its kind anywhere! 
Marie and I were so moved by what we witnessed that we set up a scholarship fund for the 
children to provide for their educational needs after high school. Currently, we have a full board 
of 19 active members. They are serving with much dedication, experience, and effort assisting 
with the direction and supporting the wonderful staff making Kemmerer what it is for those 
unfortunately in need of assistance. In September, we will lose two or three of these dedicated 
Board Members, and I sincerely hope and trust that we will find others to step forward and 
become new Board Members. Due to the State agencies not providing any increase in their 
funding for the last 17 years, we have been using some of our financial reserves in order to 
continue the services we provide to our clients. Kemmerer is very fortunate to have a lot of 
supporters, both churches and individual donors that graciously continue to support this fine 
organization. I am confident with prayer and discernment they will keep Kemmerer Village going 
long after we celebrate105 years with an open house in October. I thank the Lord for physically 
making it possible and all the great people associated with Kemmerer for the opportunity the 
last two years to serve as President of the Board of Directors and will continue to be a member 
of the Board of Directors as long as I am able and elected to serve. 

 
 
 


