
Philoptochos Will Celebrate Our Annual Vasilopita Event 

With An Extended Coffee Hour Following Liturgy On 

Sunday, January 22 

Please Plan to Join Us for This Worthy Event To Help  

Support St. Basil’s Academy! 

Don’t miss our silent auction of the beautiful Vasilopites! 

St. Basil’s Academy and the role of Philoptochos: 

In March 1944, Archbishop Athenagoras recommended that the Philoptochos Society purchase 

the Rupert Estate in Garrison, New York. With that purchase, Philoptochos undertook the 

daunting task of completely renovating the property.  

Today, with your help, Philoptochos remains a major financial supporter of the Academy 

through its ministry commitments. The Vasilopita events held in January by every chapter in the 

United States provide a major source of funding for the Academy’s operating expenses. The 

Sisterhood fund provides for the physical needs of the children, including clothing, furnishings, 

equipment and other essentials for the dormitories and kitchens.  

Additionally, the Fund facilitates the mission of Saint Basil Academy which is 

“to shelter, protect, love and educate the youth so 

that they grow up to be healthy, wholesome, well-

rounded Orthodox Christians, as well as 

productive members of society with vision and 

hope.” Always compassionate to those who needed 

assistance, Saint Basil was the first to establish orphanages, 

hospitals, and homes for the aged. Together, these institutions 

became known as “Basiliada,” philanthropic societies serving 

those in need. Even though he died at only forty-nine years 

old on January 1st, he is revered as one of the greatest Fathers 

of the Church. 

Thus, it is appropriate that the Academy, which provides 

shelter and nurtures children of the Orthodox faith, bears the 

name of Saint Basil. In doing so, it fulfills the commandment 

of Jesus who says in John 13:34-35 

 As I have loved you, so you must love one another. If you have love for one another, then 

everyone will know that you are my disciples.  

 

Philoptochos thanks you in advance for your continued support! 

 


