
NATIONAL
DAY OF

LEARNING

  9am-1:15pm (PT)
11am-3:15pm (CT)
12pm-4:15pm (ET)

FRIDAY, 
MAY 14th

Sign up at kimmelmancampus.org

LET’S INSPIRE           9:00-9:45 AM PT  |  MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOLERS
A vibrant conversation with four executives from the LA Lakers, moderated by Pat 
Harvey-Lombard, an Emmy award-winning CBS news anchor and inductee in the National 
Association of Black Journalists Hall of Fame.

LET’S THINK               10:00-10:45 AM PT | MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOLERS 

Career panel with consummate female leaders in STEM, including the President and CEO 
of Earth Friendly Products/ECOS and a Hydration Scientist from Gatorade.

LET’S TENNIS             11:00-11:45 AM PT | MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOLERS
Hosted by Rodney Rikai, this session will get you out of your seat, period! We’ll spark 
your tennis abilities at your desk or in your living room, have fun with TikTok, and peek 
into the pros at the US Open. Learn about careers in tennis with Jarmere Jenkins, Serena 
Williams’s hitting partner, and get advice on how to “eat like a champion.”  

LET’S EMPOWER                  12:30-1:15 PM PT | HIGH SCHOOL FOCUS
College chat with three incredible first-generation college students who will share their 
journeys and offer advice to teens. This Q&A will be facilitated by Ramsey Jay, Jr., a best-
selling author and entrepreneur.

LET’S CREATE                   12:30-1:15 PM PT | MIDDLE SCHOOL FOCUS 
A hands-on STEM challenge for middle schoolers. Students will have a choice to make a 
parachute or complete a photography challenge.

Presented by: Powered by:

https://kimmelmancampus.org/upcoming-events/
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LET’S INSPIRE

MODERATOR: Pat Harvey-Lombard
CBS Anchor and Guest Co-Host on CBS “The Talk” daytime show 
Veteran newswoman, Pat has covered some of the biggest local news stories, political conventions, 
and presidential inaugurations. In 1981, Harvey helped launch CNN Headline News and a year later was 
named co-anchor of CNN’s Daybreak program. For her broadcast work, Pat has won 25 Emmy Awards, 
including three for best newscast and the most recent presented in 2018 for Outstanding Feature 
Reporter. 

Pat is the recipient of two lifetime achievement awards, which include the L.A. Press Club’s Joseph M. 
Quinn award in 2004 and the Golden Mike for Lifetime Achievement award from the Radio & Television 
News Association in 2010. She’s been awarded the prestigious LA Area Governor’s Award from the 
Academy of Television Arts and Sciences and was inducted into the National Association of Black 
Journalists Hall of Fame at the Newseum in Washington, D.C. Harvey also co-founded and co-chaired 
the Good News Foundation, a nonprofit that supports community based organization, establishes 
computer centers, and builds playgrounds and libraries for inner city youth.

PANELIST: Kiesha Nix
Executive Director, Lakers Youth Foundation 
Kiesha Nix is currently the Executive Director of the Lakers Youth Foundation. In her current role, 
Kiesha oversees and directs programming and funding priorities for the charitable arm of the Los 
Angeles Lakers. She is responsible for implementing the mission of the Foundation, which is to assist 
underserved youth in our communities to develop and recognize their full potential by providing 
positive experiences and resources in education, health & wellness, and sports. 

Kiesha oversees the funding that supports over 100,000 youth in 20+ Southern California Boys & 
Girls Clubs through basketball, health & fitness clinics, and the Jr. Lakers Youth Basketball Program. 
She has also helped to build 40+ basketball courts and 15+ reading rooms throughout Los Angeles 
and surrounding counties. Her efforts have also developed 2 STEM Lab projects at local middle and 
high schools in Los Angeles. This funding also awards monetary grants to non-profit organizations 
that support youth with direct services and programs. Kiesha is very active in the Lakers civic 
engagement, social justice, and diversity & inclusion efforts. She is one of the founding members of the 
organization’s Employee Resource Group – B.A.N. (Black Action Network) - and implemented a series of 
Courageous Conversations internally for staff and externally for the community.

Formerly, Kiesha served as a Vice President in Enterprise Business & Community Relations at Bank 
of America and as a Private Wealth Associate in the Private Banking & Investment Group Division of 
Merrill Lynch. Kiesha was employed by Bank of America – Merrill Lynch for over 21+ years.

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_gdlqK4SBRaabemO-LeAS2g
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LET’S INSPIRE

PANELIST: Elaine Shen
Senior Director of Corporate Development & Finance, LA Lakers 
Elaine has worked with the Lakers for the past seven years in different capacities. She has served as 
Chief of Staff in Basketball Operations where she worked closely with the General Manager to organize, 
prioritize, and execute on both short-term projects and strategic initiatives for the department. Elaine 
also previously held the role of Director of Business Analytics & Strategy where she established the 
organization’s business analytics capabilities. Elaine also supported executive leadership on revenue 
sharing, salary cap, and NBA Collective Bargaining Agreement matters. Prior to joining the Lakers in 
December 2014, Elaine worked as a Consultant & Actuary at Aon, a global professional services firm that 
provides risk, retirement, and health solutions. Elaine received her undergraduate degree in Economics 
from the University of Pennsylvania and her MBA from UCLA Anderson School of Management. 

PANELIST: AJ Harris
Vice President of Accounting & Finance, LA Lakers 
AJ joined the Lakers family in February 2015 as Assistant Controller in the Finance & Accounting 
Department. He was initially tasked with overseeing the accounting function including month-end 
close, accounts payable, and accounts receivable processes. Now, six years later, his responsibilities 
also encompass the treasury, finance, FP&A, tax, and payroll functions. Mr. Harris began his career 
in public accounting in the Los Angeles office of the firm Pricewaterhouse Coopers working in their 
Entertainment, Media, Communications and Technology team. Most recently, he graduated from 
UCLA’s Anderson School of Management Executive MBA program where he focused on finance and 
management. Born and raised in Atlanta, Georgia, AJ Harris was first introduced to Southern California 
as an undergraduate student at Claremont McKenna College. Mr. Harris would classify himself as an 
unapologetic food enthusiast who is constantly exploring LA’s diverse food landscape. Outside of work 
(and eating), Mr. Harris spends time volunteering with local organizations focused on mentoring young 
professionals and staying active in the community.

PANELIST: Allison Howard
Vice President of Corporate Partnerships, LA Lakers 
As Vice President of Corporate Partnerships, Ms. Howard is tasked with growing revenue and protecting 
the Los Angeles Lakers brand. One of her big initiatives is a partnership with e-commerce platform Wish 
that puts the company’s logo on Lakers jerseys. Part of the deal includes the Courtside Chronicle, where 
celebrities sit courtside wearing Wish T-shirts, interacting with the social media team, and talking 
about the experiences. Another initiative Howard touts is the Lakers partnership with UCLA Health, 
a deal solidified in 2016 that included the naming rights for the team’s $100 million training center; 
a marketing partnership that tells the story of why UCLA Health is a top healthcare service provider; 
and appearances at the hospital by players, Lakers legends, Lakers girls, and others associated with 
the franchise. Howard graduated from the University of Dayton with a civil engineering degree in 2000 
before she went to work for the Shell Oil Company. She also served as an executive vice president with 
Women in Sports and Events, and as a committee member for Special Olympics Southern California.

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_gdlqK4SBRaabemO-LeAS2g
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LET’S THINK

MODERATOR: Jennifer Winward, Ph.D.
Founder & CEO, Winward Academy 
Dr. Jennifer Winward earned her Ph.D. with a dual emphasis in Neuroscience and Developmental 
Neuropsychology from University of California, San Diego. She is a member of Phi Beta Kappa and 
graduated summa cum laude (top 1%) with highest distinction honors. She is a distinguished teaching 
professor, renowned 20-year veteran of high school tutoring, and the founder and CEO of Winward 
Academy. Dr. Winward has been widely recognized for her academic success, published research, and 
service with awards from the President of the United States, the California State Assembly, Rotary 
International, the American Psychological Association, and the National Science Foundation. She’s been 
honored as San Diego’s most influential education leader, as Top 35 Under 35, and as a Top 5 Female 
Entrepreneur in IT. She was featured in Forbes to provide the top tips for success in college applications 
and in Entrepreneur as a prominent leader in U.S. education. She was also selected as a Top 20 Most 
Dynamic CEO of 2020 for the unparalleled support Winward Academy provides to families and schools.

PANELIST: Kelly Vlahakis-Hanks
President and CEO, ECOS Earth Friendly Products 
Kelly Vlahakis-Hanks leads the strategy and production of environmentally friendly cleaning products 
at ECOS, where she oversees global operations and champions the green movement, corporate social 
responsibility, and sustainable manufacturing. Impressively, Vlahakis-Hanks has led ECOS to become a 
Climate Positive company and the first company in the world to achieve the sustainability trifecta of 
carbon neutrality, water neutrality, and TRUE Platinum Zero Waste certification. As an African American 
woman and daughter of a Greek immigrant, Vlahakis-Hanks has made both environmental and social 
justice a cornerstone of ECOS’s mission. She received her undergraduate degree at UCLA and an MBA 
at Chapman University Argyros School of Business and Economics. She has been featured on CNN, 
CBS News, ABC News, and Bloomberg and in publications such as Fortune, Entrepreneur, and the Los 
Angeles Times. She has received many awards for her sustainable leadership, including Entrepreneur 
Magazine’s 100 Powerful Women in 2020 and Conscious Company’s World-Changing Women.

PANELIST: Shyretha (Shy) Brown, Ph.D.
Senior Scientist, Gatorade Sports Science Institute (GSSI) 
Dr. Shy’s expertise is in biochemistry and exercise physiology research. Her primary roles at GSSI 
include lead biochemist, protocol development, and data collection for the Research Program. Her work 
encompasses clinical research trials, sweat biochemical analysis, and research contributions to the Gx 
Sweat Patch. Dr. Shy earned a doctorate in Biological Sciences from Tennessee State University (TSU) 
where she conducted immunology and cancer biology-related research that focused on the effects of 
butyltin exposures on expression of interleukin 1 beta and interleukin 6 in human immune cells. Prior 
to TSU, she spent time at Pacific Northwest National Laboratory as a Post-Bachelors Research Associate 
where she gained experience in the areas of visual analytics and characterization of cellular signaling. 
Dr. Shy earned her BS at Jackson State University where she engaged in bioinformatics research. Aside 
from research, Dr. Shy founded Building Bridges, Inc., which is non-profit organization designed to 
expose, equip, and empower young girls to pursue STEM through self-awareness education.

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_SIeriViHRkO8iUDq067jmw
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LET’S TENNIS

MODERATOR: Rodney Rikai
Actor, Writer, Film Maker, and Orator 
Rodney Rikai is an Emmy Award winning multi-hyphenate with a passion for music, film, sports, and 
culture. Rodney has anchored shows on networks such as BET, Oxygen, The CW Network, Music Choice, 
Caffeine & Revolt and has been seen everywhere from VH1 to HBO. For 5 years, he was the voice of the 
Washington Wizards, and he is a national brand ambassador for notable premium and luxury brands. 
Knowledgeable, relatable, passionate and with comedic timing that you can’t teach, Rodney Rikai is the 
person you trust to give you the medicine of real talk, in an entertaining fashion.

PANELIST: Jarmere Jenkins
Hitting Partner for Serena Williams 
Jarmere Jenkins is a former American professional tennis player from Atlanta, Ga. He has been working 
for the past four years as part of Serena Williams’ coaching team. He was the 2013 NCAA tournament 
MVP for the National Champion University of Virginia men’s tennis team, 2013 NCAA Doubles Champion, 
2013 NCAA Singles runner-up, and the 2013 Anthony J. McKevlin male ACC Athlete of the Year. As a 
professional, Jarmere competed in all four grand slam qualifications. He achieved a career high ranking 
of 190 in the world.

PANELIST: Jermaine Jenkins
Hitting Coach for Venus Williams and Naomi Osaka 
Jermaine Jenkins is a former collegiate athlete who played for the Clemson University Varsity Men’s 
Tennis Program from 2003-2007. While in attendance, he earned All-American status and was team MVP 
and team captain. Jenkins also earned his degree in Business Management with a minor in Athletic 
Leadership. After his time at Clemson University, Jenkins began his coaching career. He has a wide array 
of coaching experience including being the hitting coach for Venus Williams for three years during 
which time she reached the Australian Open Finals, Wimbledon Finals, WTA Finals, and US Open Semi-
Finals, which propelled her into the top 5 in the world. In addition, he was the head coach for #1 ranked 
WTA player, Naomi Osaka, where she had her best clay court season to date. Jenkins is currently named 
by USTA Player Development as a national coach for women’s tennis in Orlando, Florida where his focus 
is on those in the transitional professional and professional space. 

PANELIST: Tara Collingwood, MS, RDN, CSSD
Sports Nutrition Consultant, USTA National Campus 
Tara is a sports dietitian who consults to the USTA, World Wrestling Entertainment, University of 
Central Florida (UCF) Athletics, and Orlando Magic NBA team. She is a nationally recognized expert and 
spokesperson on nutrition, fitness, and health promotion. Tara is a nutrition and movement coach at 
the prestigious Johnson & Johnson Human Performance Institute where she teaches senior executives 
how to manage their energy. She graduated from Purdue University with both a Bachelor’s in Nutrition, 
Fitness, and Health and a Master of Science in Health Promotion.

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_zCDqSxLiSuiggmYXuKrtHg
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LET’S EMPOWER

MODERATOR: Ramsey Jay, Jr., MBA
Finance Executive Turned Entrepreneur 
Ramsey Jay, Jr. is Principal of Ramsey Jay, Jr. And Associates, a strategic consultancy specializing in 
systematic change management, sales optimization, diversity and inclusion, corporate communications, 
enterprise leadership, and executive talent management. Ramsey is also the author of the best-selling 
book “Empowering Dreamers To Become Achievers,” international keynote lecturer, and motivational 
speaker. Prior to launching his consultancy, Ramsey was a Wall Street global investment management 
executive. Ramsey earned a BS in Business Administration from Fresno State where he was an all-
conference track and field athlete. Ramsey also earned an MBA from the Tuck School of Business at 
Dartmouth. Notably, Mr. Jay made opening remarks at the White House where Former President Barack 
Obama hosted an event honoring the philanthropic legacy of Ray Charles. 

PANELIST: Omar Husni
Junior, University of Pennsylvania 
Omar is double majoring in Medical Anthropology and Health and Societies - with a concentration in 
Global Health. He works as a socio-medical researcher to inform care at West Philly Health Center. After 
college, he plans to pursue a post-baccalaureate pre-medical program or a Masters in Public Health. 
He keeps busy at Penn as a mixed methods researcher, peer advisor, tour guide, and member of the 
CIPACTLI Hispanic Honor Society.

PANELIST: Karimah Omer
MBA Student, School of Business and Public Policy at Mills College 
First-generation college student Karimah is completing her MBA and is currently the Outreach Intern at 
TMC Community Capital, a microlender in Oakland, CA, where she manages the applicant loan pipeline 
and enjoys supporting small businesses to their fullest potential with both capital and resources. 
Karimah graduated with a bachelor’s degree in psychology from Mills College and a minor in Business 
Administration & Creative Writing. A firm believer in equal education, she hopes to one day start a 
scholarship foundation for first-generation college students navigating the college journey. 

PANELIST: Christabel Soria Mendoza
Senior, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo 
Christabel is a proud first-generation low-income student from East Palo Alto. With two absent parents 
and no financial security, college seemed out of reach for her, but her resilience and dedication to have 
a better life got her accepted into Cal Poly SLO’s College of Architecture and Environmental Design. She 
is set to graduate this June with a B.S. in City & Regional Planning and a Minor in Ethnic Studies. She 
has found community through a multicultural sorority, leadership experience in Associated Students, 
and career opportunities through internships at PlaceWorks Inc. and the California Department of 
Transportation. She is completing a senior project that will serve as an equitable community outreach 
and engagement strategy for the California Department of Transportation District 5 in San Luis Obispo. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_I7xc6h8GT-WiVwNJvJ9BhA
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LET’S CREATE

WORKSHOP OPTION 1: Toy Story Photo Challenge
 
Using toys and other everyday objects, students will create a photograph that places the toy/object 
in an “outdoor” setting. Students will be responsible for not only creating their photographs, but also 
providing a behind the scenes photo that reveals how they used their creativity to complete their 
masterpieces. Students will submit their photographs to Padlet using a link provided by TGR Foundation 
instructors. Teachers will need to ensure that the submission is aligned with the goal of the activity 
and appropriate to share.

Supplies needed per student: 

• toy/everyday object
• device to take a picture (Chromebook, cell phone, etc.)

WORKSHOP OPTION 2: Parachute Design Challenge
 
Students will design and engineer a parachute that can hold weight and descend slowly using simple 
supplies found in school or at home. The parachute can vary in shape and size and must drop from a 
height of five feet.
 
Supplies needed per student: 

• 1 sheet of newspaper
• 1 pair of scissors
• tape
• 1 24” length of string
• weights (pennies)
• something to record time (watch or timer)

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_9YWNsRQBTkqOky50TMENVw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_CJcn5QoXTz2P04zeEhuRjg

