
	MMS Criteria for Grants—Clergy Assistance

	1. These criteria will be assessed by the MMS Advisory Committee or their delegates.

	1. The grant must assist in the education of an ECC presbyteral candidate or the establishment of an ECC pastor, associate pastor in ministry, e.g., by assisting in paying for education for ministry, by assisting in retirement of student loans, or by initially augmenting the candidate’s salary.
1. The educational coursework must be for graduate courses at accredited institutions.
1. Candidates must receive a B or higher for the course that is being reimbursed.
1. The coursework must be related to an accredited degree that clearly relates to ministry.
1. If the candidate’s salary is to be augmented, the candidate must possess an M.Div. or its equivalent. 
1. The classes for which we are assisting must not have been taken longer ago than five years from the date of application.

	1. We are a welcoming community therefore these grants are open to all who qualify.

	1. Consideration [i.e., weight] will be given to candidates who have a convincing and practical employment agreement already in place with an ECC community or the Communion itself. 
1. Consideration will be given to candidates who are willing to enter into such an agreement. 

	1. Consideration will be given to a well thought out ministerial plan that in the opinion of the readers is likely to achieve its goals.   (It should be both visionary and practical, in the way that a business plan is both.) 

	1. Consideration will be given to apparent return on investment, e.g., someone who is likely to remain in ECC ministry for a significant period of time and has a high likelihood of contributing to the growth of the community and/or the Communion.   

	1. Grants may be renewed.  Candidates may reapply for grants. 

	1. Candidates should effectively demonstrate competency in the ministry they wish to pursue, e.g., through an essay, video, or creative project, recommendation letters from academic instructors or spiritual advisors or other mentors, or autobiography, etc. 
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