	MMS Criteria for Grants—Youth Programs


	1. [bookmark: _Hlk57829305]The MMS Advisory Committee or their delegates will assess these criteria.

	2. The grant must assist in providing a developmental experience for youth in the deepest values of our Communion.  Examples would be retreats, immersion experiences, and travel to educational/formational sites.  The goal of these experiences should be to make a lasting, formative impression on youth at a time when they are perhaps most open to idealism that could serve to sustain the Communion’s values for the rest of their lives.

	3. The proposal must come from at least one community; and it must be an ECC community since the program is an investment in ECC growth.  A non-ECC community may be involved when they are in an ecumenical relationship with an ECC community that is making the proposal.

	4. Preference will be given to programs that include more than one ECC community.

	5. Preference will be given to programs that include opportunities for an inclusive and diverse mix of youth.

	6. Preference will be given to programs that promise the youth involved will raise funds to augment the proposed grant and other examples of local investment in the proposed program.

	7. Preference will be given to programs that offer a well thought out project plan that is realistic and likely to achieve its goals. The project plan should include a budget.

	8. Preference will be given to programs that evidence initial youth buy-in to the plan as proposed.

	9. Preference will be given to proposals that can provide post-experience test results that show a return on investment (e.g. bonds youth to the deepest values of the Communion).

	10. Grants may be renewed.  Communities may reapply for grants. 
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