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City estimates $14.5M price tag to make city nursing
homes safe against a second wave of COVID-19

By Francine Kopun City Hall Bureau

David Rider City Hall Bureau Chief

Mon., June 15, 2020  3 min. read

It will cost Toronto $14.5 million to re-open its 10 nursing homes safely and prepare for a potential second wave of COVID-19,

according to a report released today.

The measures being recommended include continuing to screen everyone for illness who enters the homes, including temperature

checks, mandatory use of masks and other personal protective equipment for staff, maintaining physical distancing measures and

limiting staff to working at a single location.

It also recommends expanding the use of technology to allow more virtual visits.

The report, by staff from the city’s seniors services and long-term care division, was released at the COVID-19 briefing at city hall on

Monday.

The report reviews what happened at the city’s long-term care homes during the pandemic and makes 16 recommendations for

action moving forward.

The most expensive is maintaining mandatory and full access to PPE, estimated at $7.5 million a year, and maintaining active

screening of staff, essential visitors and residents, with an estimated price tag of $3.5 million a year.

“Implementation of these key recommendations will enable SSLTC to continue its proactive and nimble COVID-19 response, and

ensure the city’s long-term care homes are prepared for a potential second wave of COVID-19,” according to the report.
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Read the report on management of #COVID19 in the City’s 10 long-
term care homes. It outlines the response by staff prior and during the 
pandemic and recommendations on how best to adapt the City's long-
term care homes after the pandemic. More info: toronto.ca/home/covid-
19/…
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The city took early action prior to the World Health Organization declaring a pandemic to ensure a safe environment for the 2,600

residents who live in the city’s 10 long-term care homes, and the more than 3,300 people who work there, but despite best efforts,

the virus proved difficult to contain, the report points out.

Three city homes, Seven Oaks, Kipling Acres and Lakeshore Lodge experienced significant outbreaks in the early states of the

pandemic. Working experience gained in the early outbreaks helped the city more effectively mitigate outbreaks in other city homes.

According to the report, as the homes gradually re-open, based on that early experience and on guidance from local and provincial

health authorities, communal dining will resume, while maintaining physical distancing. So will resident programs, with a maximum

of five residents per group. Medical and other service appointments will resume, although virtual consultations will be performed as

needed.

Returning residents and new residents that test negative 24 hours prior to admission will be admitted.

At one point during the pandemic, all city long-term care homes reported residents or staff or both with the virus, according to a

press release from the city. Today, 11 residents in three city homes are positive for COVID-19.

Also at the press conference, Mayor John Tory thanked Premier Doug Ford for the “careful and prudent” decision to not push

Toronto into Phase 2 of the provincial reopening plan. The Peel region and Windsor will also remain in Phase 1.
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Dr. Eileen de Villa, Toronto’s public health chief, said keeping Toronto in Phase 1 was a reasonable decision.

“We are getting closer to our goal of 14 days of (daily new infection) decreases, but we are not quite there yet,” de Villa said.

In Phase 2, residents will be able to eat at patio restaurants, get haircuts and shop in malls.

Sources have told the Star that July 26 is being eyed for Toronto entering Phase 2 if virus indicators continue to improve. On

Monday, Toronto’s seven-day average for new daily infections dropped to 98 from 116.

Tory urged restaurants and bars that want to claim public space to open or expand patios to prepare for Phase 2 by registering with

CafeTO.

Business owners can apply to: install a new café on sidewalk in front of or beside their business or in front of an adjacent property;

expand an existing sidewalk; or install a new patio in a curb lane of roadway.

Read more about: Global Health, John Tory
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