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Toronto

John Tory says city forced to contemplate 'devastating' service
cuts without federal, provincial funding

Meanwhile, city confirms 258 new cases, announces plan to expand contact tracing

CBC News · Posted: May 22, 2020 9:03 AM ET | Last Updated: May 22

Toronto Mayor John Tory has previously said cities need 'immediate federal funding,' espechially those with large
transit systems. Without that funding, Tory now says the city will be forced to contemplate cutting 19,184 jobs.
(Michael Wilson/CBC)
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Toronto Mayor John Tory says city staff have been forced to contemplate "terrible and

devastating" service cuts to the city's transit, shelter, emergency, and child-care services,
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painting a grim financial outlook for Toronto if other levels of governments don't commit to

funding. 

Tory previously said COVID-19 will cost Toronto city hall $1.5 billion under a "best case

scenario."

But although the mayor says he has seen progress with provincial and federal officials, who are

in "talks" about a financial plan for Ontario cities, there has been no firm commitment. 

"I have been working non-stop to bring this to the attention to the other governments," Tory

said at a news conference on Friday. "That work will continue." 

According to the city's calculations, service cuts would include:

Tax increases, although the exact amount was not specified. 

A $575 million funding cut to TTC services, resulting in a 50 per cent reduction of subways,

buses and streetcars. 

A 73.6 per cent reduction of the TTC's Wheel-Trans service.

A $23 million funding cut to Toronto Fire Services.

A $31.3 million funding cut to the Toronto Police Service, which would result in 500 job

cuts of front-line officers. 

A $40 million funding cut to child-care subsidies.  

A $101.5 million funding cut to the city's shelter system, leading to a 50 per cent reduction

in shelter spaces.

A $40.8 million funding cut to city-run recreational programs, representing a 50 per cent

reduction in recreational services as well as the closure of 61 community centres. 

A 50 per cent reduction of spaces in city-run long-term care homes, leading to the

elimination of 1,321 spaces. 

Additionally, Tory said some library branches would be forced to close and the subsidy for

Toronto Community Housing would have to be reduced. 

Those cuts, Tory said, would force the city to consider putting as many as 19,184 employees out

of work. 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/toronto-covid19-briefing-april17-1.5535831
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/covid-19-in-toronto-may-19-1.5574993
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/ontario-long-term-care-commission-1.5575035
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WATCH | Tory says city 'needs help now' if it hopes to recover economically from COVID-

19 

 

"Toronto is Canada's economic engine. We are ready to rev up, but we cannot stall," Tory said.

"And that is what is at risk if federal and provincial governments don't come to the table with

immediate support." 

The province, meanwhile, says it has established a "technical table" with the Association of

Municipalities, tracking costs and revenue shortfalls associated with COVID-19 to understand

how to support Ontario cities. 

"We know that municipal revenues are impacted by the current situation, and we have joined

our municipal partners in calling on the federal government for emergency funding," according

to a statement issued Friday from the office of Ontario's Municipal Affairs Minister Steve Clark. 

"Given the national scale and magnitude of the shortfalls facing Canadian municipalities, it is

imperative that the federal government join us in developing a plan to help our municipalities

recover from the impacts of COVID-19." 

Case numbers in city increase for 3rd straight day

Meanwhile, Toronto is still seeing more than 200 new COVID-19 cases per day, city health

officials say.

Toronto Public Health said it confirmed 258 new cases on Friday, marking the third day in a row

new cases have increased in the city. 

Toronto Mayor John Tory speaks to the city's need for immediate financial relief from the provincial and
federal governments. 0:48
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The city now has a total of 9,615 cases. Of those, 6,998 have recovered.

On Friday, the province confirmed 441 new COVID-19 cases despite completing just 11,276

tests. It's unclear at this time how many of those cases are in the city and surrounding area.

Here's a look at other key data points from the city:

Some 414 people remain in hospital with COVID-19.

Of those, 97 are in intensive care.

There have been 743 confirmed COVID-19-linked deaths.

The city says some 14 per cent of those who have been infected with the novel coronavirus

have needed to be hospitalized.

Cyclists pass a COVID-19 warning sign on the Toronto Islands. (Michael Wilson/CBC)

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/covid-19-coronavirus-ontario-may-22-update-1.5580107


5/25/2020 John Tory says city forced to contemplate 'devastating' service cuts without federal, provincial funding | CBC News

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/toronto-covid-19-may-22-1.5580045 5/8

City announces plan to expand contact tracing 

Toronto also announced on Friday a new plan to expand the city's contact tracing efforts.

The partnership with the Registered Nurses' Association of Ontario (RNAO) will allow the city to

hire registered nurses to support case and contact management, which the city says is needed

to understand how COVID-19 is circulating.

Toronto has not said how many nurses it intends to hire and the new jobs are expected to last

three months. The nurses will also support general public health work as part of the new

agreement.

"This new partnership will help public health continue to ramp up its ongoing efforts to protect

our residents and quickly track down people who may have been exposed to COVID-19," said

mayor John Tory in a statement.

City to close additional roads this weekend for ActiveTO 

The news comes as the city prepares to close additional roads this weekend for its ActiveTO

program, which involves creating 57 kilometres of "quiet streets" to promote outdoor activity

while maintaining physical distancing measures.

The following roads will be closed from Saturday at 6 a.m. to Sunday at 11 p.m.:

Lake Shore Boulevard West (eastbound lanes only) from Windermere Avenue to Stadium

Road. The eastbound Gardiner Expressway off-ramp to Lake Shore Boulevard West will

also be closed.

Lake Shore Boulevard East (eastbound lanes only) from Coxwell Avenue to just south of

Woodbine Avenue (Kew Beach Avenue).

Bayview Avenue from Mill Street to Rosedale Valley Road, and River Street from Gerrard

Street East to Bayview Avenue.

The streets will still be open to local traffic, runners, walkers, and bikers. 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/toronto-roads-blocked-activeto-long-weekend-1.5573402
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Tory also announced earlier this week that city staff have begun to remove tape from more

than 850 parks amenities that had previously been closed due to COVID-19. 

As of this weekend, picnic shelters,150 basketball courts, more than 300 baseball diamonds,

more than 300 soccer and multi-use outdoor fields, as well as 600 tennis courts at 185

locations will reopen across the city. 

The reopening of parks amenities will continue next week when staff work with Toronto Public

Health to open lawn bowling facilities and outdoor bocce courts.

People may use outdoor sports facilities and multi-use fields for individual activities such as

walking, running, biking, skateboarding, frisbee, kicking a ball, and low contact racquet sports

such as tennis, badminton, pickleball and ping pong. 

Park amenities that continue to be closed include playgrounds, outdoor exercise equipment, swimming
pools and splash pads. (Michael Wilson/CBC)
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The message from public health officials, meanwhile, remains the same: keep two metres

away from others as much as possible, wear a mask or other face covering if you can't maintain

that distance, wash your hands often or use an alcohol-based sanitizer if you're out and avoid

close contact with anyone who is sick.

If you feel sick, stay home. 

"Do not host or participate in gatherings this weekend," Dr. Eileen de Villa, the city's medical

officer of health, said at the news conference Friday. 

"We must stay the course so we can get to a point where we connect safely in person." 

De Villa added that the city plans to look into whether or not an increased mixing of people,

specifically around milestones, have or will result in a spike of new COVID-19 cases in Toronto. 

"Our analysis thus far suggests that people may have acquired the virus during recent events

where people traditionally spend time with their families, like Mother's Day." 

But Ontario's Chief Medical Officer of Health, Dr. David Williams, says otherwise.

When asked on Friday if he thought Mother's Day may have played a role in Ontario's rising

numbers, Williams responded saying he didn't think Mother's Day itself was a factor but

that people may have been more "casual" over the last few weekends than he would have

liked. 

More from city hall:

Public transit will be critical to Toronto's COVID-19 recovery, but will it be safe for

riders?

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/toronto-transit-recovery-covid19-1.5578487
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