
Does your Jesus drop bombs? 

By ANE District Moderator David Sollenberger 

How does it change our perspective when we “fix our eyes on Jesus” as our 2026 Atlantic 
Northeast District Conference theme suggests? I was reminded the other day that not 
everyone is familiar with the video segments that I have shared with the church over the 
years. I was referring to a story by popular evangelist Tony Campolo at the 1986 Annual 
Conference during his sermon at that conference. He recalled how he explained to his draft 
board the reason for his request for Conscientious Objector status; he told the General 
who was hearing his case that he read the book In His Steps which advised readers to ask 
themselves in all situations, “What would Jesus do?” in that situation. 

Tony explained that the government could teach him to fly an airplane with bombs aboard, 
even over enemy territory. But when it was time to release the bombs, he would ask, “Jesus, 
if you were in my place, would you release these bombs?” He recalled that the General 
yelled at him, “That’s the dumbest thing I ever heard. Everybody knows Jesus would never 
release bombs!” Tony shared with the Brethren audience that that General knew more 
Brethren theology than most Brethren he knew. It seems that when we make Jesus the 
focus of our life and actions, those actions can be viewed in a whole new light. If you would 
like to watch or download that clip, it’s available here. 

I have shared that clip often because I think that fixing our eyes on Jesus makes a 
difference, not only in light of the bombing that is happening in our world today, but in all 
facets of our life.  
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https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/r1fnydg1rhqfne35fadmc/Tony-Campolo_Does-Your-Jesus-Drop-Bombs.mp4?rlkey=2vysvqrxt248kjx6u2d24piqe&dl=0

