
Hello my partners in Youth Ministry, 

Below is an example of how District Youth activities were communicated “back in the day” 
before THE internet! Yep, a District Newsletter was sent via snail mail as the primary means 
of communicating about district youth activities. The means of sharing information about 
activities has changed but the need to share is still very important! 

I would like to share some history with you regarding the upcoming Brethren Disaster Relief 
Auction and the opportunity for senior hi youth and mature junior hi youth to SHINE THEIR 
LIGHTS hopefully reflecting its origins with youth and young adults.  

Back in 1971 and for a few years after that the YOUTH of the District, under the guidance of 
a Youth Cabinet of the then Atlantic Northeast District, held several benefit auctions to 
support various needs. If you do the math, you will see that the current Disaster Relief 
Auction is celebrating its 49th anniversary which would put its beginnings in 1977. It could 
be argued that the earlier youth auctions gave birth to the Disaster Relief Auction we know 
today. I like that thought. 

As I was preparing to attend the 2026 National Youth Conference in Estes Park, Colorado, 
this year and wanting to provide an opportunity by which our youth could allow the “LIGHT 
WITHIN” to shine, we gave thought to perhaps encouraging youth and their advisors to 
“SHINE” by serving (volunteering) in some form at this year’s Disaster Relief Auction at the 
Lebanon Fair Grounds, particularly on Saturday, September 26th. Service through methods 
like volunteerism and simple expressions of Love and compassion are certainly a way to let 
your “LIGHT WITHIN” shine for the Glory of GOD and our neighbors’ good.  

Throughout history youth have led the way, so let’s provide them the opportunity to SHINE 
in the form of serving at the 49th Annual Disaster Relief Auction. 

This is the time for us all to become the hands and feet of Jesus and show love and 
compassion toward those who are in need. Please consider involving yourself and your 
youth in some form of service on September 26 at the Disaster Relief Auction. 

Registration information is available in the “Events” area of the district website. 
Registration deadline is September 14th!! 

Hope to see you there! 

-Ed Haldeman 

  

https://www.ane-cob.org/upcoming-workshops-and-events/ane-events-and-workshop-details.html


 


