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Church of the Brethren

Atlantic Northeast District Office
Treasurer

500 E Cedar St

Elizabethtown PA 17022-2516

November 2025
We walk alongside their footsteps...
Dear Atlantic Northeast District Office community,

Greetings and blessings to you in the name of Jesus Christ. We give thanks for you
and the many ways you make Christ’s footprints more visible in neighborhoods across
the country and around the world.

As we launch a campaign to preserve the Germantown, Pennsylvania property and
the history of the Church of the Brethren in America, we want to share the enclosed
brochure with you. We invite you to prayerfully consider helping us to take the next
step by supporting this effort to raise $300,000.

By caring for and preserving these sites where the faith of our spiritual ancestors began
in this country, we can strive for faithfulness in the present as we walk alongside their
footsteps, and share the witness of the Brethren into the future.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss this opportunity more, please feel
welcome to reach out to me.

With zeal Learn more at
' www.brethren.org/giveGermantown
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TraC1 Rabenstein

Executive Director of Mission Advancement
847-429-4370

MA@brethren.org

Church of the Brethren | 1451 Dundee Ave. Elgin, IL 60120
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A Capital Campaign to
Preserve the Germantown

Pennsylvania property ;

and the history of the
Church of the Brethren in America
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Following the 1723 Christmas Day baptisms
at Wissahickon Creek and Love Feast,

in Fall 1724 the Germantown congregation
sent missionaries on horseback and on foot
to rural areas around Philadelphia. These
missionaries preached, baptized, and
shared their stories of faith, starting new
congregations. Their zeal, honesty, and
hard work drew many new members into
the Brethren faith community, with expansion
across the continent and around the world.
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More than names on a page

Brethren faithfulness in the present and
future draws on knowing the way of Jesus
and the paths of our spiritual ancestors.
Their witness influences who we are today.
Our actions can leave a gift for future
generations. Preserving the sites where
the faith of our spiritual ancestors began

in this country can help us trace their steps
today. Caring for these sites can help

us seek faithfulness in the present and share
the witness of the Brethren for the future.
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vwhat needs to be accomplished:

Spiritual descendants of the early Brethren
share a precious treasure in the Germantown
property and cemetery. With that treasure

come needs to care for and maintain the
meetinghouse, parsonage, and cemetery.
Hundreds of people are buried in the cemetery,
including many early Brethren leaders such

as Alexander Mack, Sr. Funds are needed

to address the immediate care and maintenance
needs of these historical facilities.

Immediate needs include (projected costs):
Improve cemetery entrance - $5,000
Repair fencing around cemetery - $25,000
Conduct Headstone maintenance - $20,000
Update meetinghouse roofing - $90,000
Update meetinghouse basement

(including foundation repair) - $50,000
» Baptismal marker repair/maintenance - $2,000
« Complete parsonage renovations - $90,000
» Additional site maintenance costs - $18,000
Projected total cost - $300,000

We are the beneficiaries of those who
have preceded us. Our mission and
ministry have been blessed many times
over by gifts from the early Brethren.
Today we are charged with safeguarding
a future Brethren voice for the generations
that follow.

You are invited to join with zeal in sharing
the story of the early Brethren in America,
and keeping it alive today and for

future generations!

Together, we can make Christ’s footprints
more visible in neighborhoods across
the country and around the world.

www.brethren.org/
giveGermantown @gl‘: _g,'h'@
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Questions? ?.r-s- ,.__%‘
Contact the

Mission Advancement Office
847-429-4370
MA@brethren.org

Church of the Brethren
1451 Dundee Avenue
Elgin, IL 60120

Sources consulted: Jeff Bach, Emmert & Esther Bittinger, Church of the Brethren website (www.brethren.org)
Germantown Trust, and writings of Robert Matthews.

Photos by Jeff Bach, Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford, Nancy Timbrook McCrickard, and Glenn Riegel.
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