
Wyomissing, Indian Creek and Ambler in Dawson Spring, KY 

 

Volunteers from Wyomissing, Indian Creek, and Ambler Churches of the Brethren, joined together to form 
a team of 15 to service with Brethren Disaster Ministries (BDM) in Dawson Spring, KY. BDM had opened this 
project as part of long-term recovery following the EF-4 tornado that destroyed nearly two-thirds of the 
homes in the town one terrible night in December 2021. 

 

Working with the local Habitat for Humanity chapter, the project consists 
of building homes for families to begin moving back into town, now 16 
months after the disaster (which is actually quicker than it often takes).  
Altogether, we worked on about eight homes this week, doing everything 
from installing insulation between the bare stud walls, installing soffit vent 
channels, caulking, installing hurricane screws (to keep the roof attached in 
case of more storms), putting in blocking for hanging kitchen cabinets, 
framing walls to accommodate the tubs that were provided, preparing 
homes for the drywall crews, painting newly-hung drywall, hanging kitchen 
cabinets, installing siding and soffits, building porches and railings, and 
even painting baseboard and door trim–a mile of it! This was the first BDM 
trip for many of us, and some of us didn’t have any previous      construc-
tions skills, but the project coordinators are well-versed in teaming us up in 
such a way that those with skills helped teach those who were learning, 
and all told, we got a tremendous amount of work done. 

 

We were well taken care of while we were serving: Habitat for Humanity had allowed 
BDM to build a bunkhouse inside their warehouse in Madisonville, KY, so we had 
comfy beds and hot showers. BDM also arranged for a volunteer cook who prepared 
hearty and delicious meals each morning and evening. They provided lots of choices 
for us to pack our own lunch each day, which we would take to our work sites 30 
miles away. In the evenings, we had free time, and could visit, play games... and rest 
up for the next day’s work.   

 

 

 

Of special note, only two of our volunteers were women (often there are 
more), and as one woman stayed to help with meal prep, that left only 
one woman on our work teams. Even though this was her first time, she 
remarked at how respected she felt—no one talked down to her, and her 
work was appreciated as she learned many new skills, and made signifi-
cant contributions. (Hooray for our  
District Board Vice-Chair!) 
 

 

(Continued on next page) 



 

While it was a long drive to get there–we took two vans and a car, and took 
a day and a half to drive down, and a day and a half to drive back–the      
appreciation that people showed, and the service that we were able to 
give, made it all seem well worth the effort. Our Christian commitment to 
share God’s love by helping those who had lost everything was clearly      
understood by those in Kentucky, without us having to say a thing. We 
made the effort to show up, and our actions spoke far louder than words 
ever could.  

 

--Enten Eller  


