
Promise Newsletter October 2018 
Lt. Governor Rebecca Kleefisch Congratulates Wisconsin Promise Graduates! 
Video. 

You Did It! 
We always new our Promise Youth were AWESOME, now we have the data to support it. 

• 63% of Promise youth got jobs! 
• Over 300 additional Promise family members got jobs! 
• More than 75% of Promise participants who completed training, benefits counseling, or 

met with a financial coach got a job! 

You can find more accomplishments on our success page. 

Promise Celebrations 
Check out our photo gallery of the Promise Celebrations happening around the state. 
 
Promise youth and families are sharing stories, meeting new families and looking ahead to 
new adventures. 
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Transition Youth Congressional Briefing 
To celebrate the start of October as National Disability Employment Awareness Month, 
attendees learned how states are helping youth with disabilities succeed as they transition 
from high-school and enter the workforce. Here's a link to the handouts.  
 
Get to Where You Want to Go… 
Navigating the path to finish high school and become an adult is exciting. There are many 
possibilities, and changes too. The Wisconsin Transition Guide provides tips and resources 
to help plan for adulthood and life after high school. Get ready to consider choices, explore 
options, and take actions to prepare for your future.  
Order your print version.  

Continue With Services 
Now that Promise services have been completed, what does this mean for you?  
You can continue services with the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR). We have 
created a Transition to DVR guide with next steps, frequently asked questions, and what to 
expect for services.  

Ellie’s Updates 
Check out the Promise Services Summary and find out how Promise is helping Wisconsin 
Promise Youth and Families. The more impact we can have with more youth and their family 
members, the more we will be able to demonstrate how Wisconsin Promise Services and 
Supports can help to increase participants’ education, employment, and financial self-
sufficiency.  

https://media.wisconsin.gov/dvr/ext/wisconsin_promise.htm
https://promisewi.com/success/
https://promisewi.com/celebrate/
https://promisewi.com/celebrate/
http://thecpsd.org/sept-26-congressional-briefing/
https://promisewi.com/transition-guide/
https://promisewi.com/wisconsin-transition-guide-order-form/
https://promisewi.com/download/Promise_Transition_to_DVRServices.pdf/
https://promisewi.com/ellies-updates_participant-highlights/


Share the Wisconsin Promise Services Impact Summary 
 
Promise Follow-Up Survey 
As Promise services come to an end, we are asking all Promise Youth and one family 
member to complete a final follow-up survey about their time in the Promise program. Any 
youth who fill out the survey by October 31st will be entered into a drawing for a chance to 
win a $30 Walmart or Target gift card.  
Find the survey here  
 
Community Forums 
Employing Young Adults with Barriers:  
Finding Workforce Solutions 
Business's have workforce needs and young adults with disabilities and other barriers have 
the skills and the desire to work. Join the discussion to help identify how to make these 
connections. 
 
Minong, WI 
When: October 25, 2018  
Time: 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM  
Where: Jack Link's Aquatic & Activity Center  
Cost: FREE  
Register Here 
Click Here for more information.  
 
Contact Us 
Promise Research Team 
1-855-480-5618 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://promisewi.com/download/WI-Promise_WorkingStats.pdf
https://promisewi.com/surveys/
https://washburnsawyerforum.splashthat.com/
http://files.constantcontact.com/04efdbb9001/16b4b491-92b9-4f8b-bba3-c0beee7fe9ce.pdf
https://promisewi.com/promise-research-team/


Steering Committee Profile Members and Emails 
Project Director 
Meredith Dressel 
meredith.dressel@dwd.wisconsin.gov 
 

Project Manager 
Ellie Hartman 
ellie2hartman@dwd.wisconsin.gov 

Members
Cayte Anderson 
andersoncay@uwstout.edu 
 
Suzan VanBeaver 
suzan.vanbeaver@dpi.state.wi.us 
 
Meredith Dressel 
meredith.dressel@dwd.wisconsin.gov 
 
Sam Ninnemann 
samantha.ninnemann@dhs.wisconsin.gov 
 
Allison Gordon 
allison.gordon@dwd.wisconsin.gov 

 
Wendy Henderson 
wendy.henderson@wisconsin.gov 
 
Aimee Jahnke 
aimee.jahnke@dwd.wisconsin.gov 
 
Suzanne Lee 
suzanne.lee@dwd.wisconsin.gov 
 
Jessica Thompson 
jessica.thompson@dhs.wisconsin.gov 
 

 
The contents of this website were developed under a grant from the US Department of 
Education, Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) Cooperative Agreement 
H418P130004.However, the contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the US 
Department of Education and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal 
Government.  
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