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Robert’s Story: Take Your Legislator to Work… 
Robert is a high school student not afraid to take risks and try new things. He wanted to work 

at a car wash and so he did. He is growing, learning, and setting new goals – fear of the 

unknown does not hold Robert back. Next, he wants to study photography. He invited 

Senator Lena Taylor to visit him at work to see what his typical workday was like.    

We invite you to help us share some of the experiences of Wisconsin Promise teens and 
families. Use this toolkit to help us get the word out through your website, social media, 
newsletters, email listservs, or just share with a friend! 
 
College Bound Series 
This series takes you through Claire's blog where she shares her experiences in choosing a 

college and navigating life. 

Claire talks about finding a college, accommodations, building relationships, discovering 
ourselves and much more. 

 

Back-To-School: Tips for Parents of Children with Special Needs 

A new school year means a new grade, new teachers, new goals, and maybe even a new 
school! In order to help you and your child with special needs be as successful as you can 
be, LD Online has put together a list of helpful back-to-school tips.  

 

IEP Meetins: A Teen and Parent Guide 
An IEP is more than a long document. It is the guide that the IEP team follows throughout the 

year. Teachers will be checking in to tell you how things are going and checking in on goals 

throughout the year. It’s also possible for you the parent, you the teen, or a teacher to ask to 

meet to talk about the IEP or make changes to the plan. 

For more tips on planning for an IEP meeting, check out our Parent and Teen guides.  

 

Ellie’s Updates 

Promise Services Summary 

The impact of Wisconsin Promise depends on making a difference in the lives of all 

Wisconsin Promise youth and families.  

The more impact we can have with more youth and their family members, the more we will be 

able to demonstrate how Wisconsin Promise Services and Supports can help to increase 

participants’ education, employment, and financial self-sufficiency. 

 
Promise Events  
Community Forums  
Wisconsin Promise is working to engage the broader community through Community 

Conversations throughout the state. There are four events either planned or in development 

for this fall:  
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• September 26th in Siren at Northwoods Crossing Event Center FLYER 
• Register Here 

• October 19th in Eau Claire at Florian Gardens Conference Center FLYER 
• Register Here 

• October 24th in Superior at Barkers Island Resort FLYER 
• Register Here 

• October 25th in Rhinelander at Mulligans FLYER 
• Register Here 

Each event is unique to reflect the local area, but will include presentations from local 
employers and youth. Small group discussions will focus on identifying how the community 
can come together to provide more opportunities for youth with disabilities and their families. 
Business owners and employers are encouraged to attend as the discussion will address 
local workforce needs. 

 

Promise Family Advocates 

Sherry Gundlach 

Statewide 

Sherry has worked with youth with disabilities and their parents for the past 21 years. She 

has facilitated Parents In Partnership for 5 years and is a co-founder of the Yippe (Youth in 

Partnership with Parents for Empowerment) program. For the past 9 years, Sherry has been 

a Youth facilitator and trainer for the Yippe program. In 2016, Sherry was awarded the 

Diehard Award at the Self-Determination Conference for her tireless efforts to support youth 

and families. 

Sherry has four wonderful adult children, one with a disability. Sherry is passionate about 

helping youth with disabilities set and reach their goals. 

Meet our Family Advocates 

 

Steering Committee Profile Members and Emails 

Project Director 

Meredith Dressel 

meredith.dressel@dwd.wisconsin.gov 

 

Project Manager 

Ellie Hartman 

ellie2hartman@dwd.wisconsin.gov 

Members

Cayte Anderson 
andersoncay@uwstout.edu 
 
Suzan VanBeaver 
suzan.vanbeaver@dpi.state.wi.us 
 
Meredith Dressel 
meredith.dressel@dwd.wisconsin.gov 
 
Sam Ninnemann 
samantha.ninnemann@dhs.wisconsin.gov 
 

Allison Gordon 
allison.gordon@dwd.wisconsin.gov 
 
Wendy Henderson 
wendy.henderson@wisconsin.gov 
 
Aimee Jahnke 
aimee.jahnke@dwd.wisconsin.gov 
 
Suzanne Lee 
suzanne.lee@dwd.wisconsin.gov 
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Jessica Thompson 
jessica.thompson@dhs.wisconsin.gov 

 

 

The contents of this website were developed under a grant from the US Department of 
Education, Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) Cooperative Agreement 
H418P130004.However, the contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the US 
Department of Education and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal 
Government.  
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