
Promise Newsletter May 2018 
Wisconsin Promise Program Outcomes 
With the Wisconsin Promise program is in its fifth and final year, Promise Services end 
September 30, 2018, we are taking a look at how Promise teen participants and their families 
have changed since enrolling in the program. 

The aim of Promise is to increase the education, employment, and financial outcomes of 
teenagers with disabilities, specifically those receiving Supplemental Security Income (SSI), 
and their family members. 

Since enrollment, the employment rates and wages of Promise youth and family members 
have increased. Youth and family participation in Wisconsin Promise services such as 
benefits counseling, financial coaching, saving, family and self-advocacy, social skills 
training, and health promotion are related to higher employment outcomes. 

Find out more by downloading our Wisconsin Promise Outcomes Report 

 
#IAmPromise 
As a Promise participant, you’ve set work and school goals that will create a better future for 
yourself and your family. You’ve worked hard with Promise through challenges. You’ve made 
new connections, learned about resources, and made progress toward your goals. You’ve 
celebrated successes, big and small. 
You are Promise! Share your journey and achievements with us and others! Your 
experiences can inspire others to take steps to create better futures for themselves and their 
families. Join other Promise youth and family members as they celebrate and share their 
Promise experience. 

#IAmPromise 
Use the hashtag #IAmPromise on Facebook and Twitter: 

• Take a selfie – add the hashtag #IAmPromise 
• Share your story – add the hashtag #IAmPromise 
• Connect with other Promise youth and families – search #IAmPromise 

Learn More 
If you don’t use social media, or have questions, let us know. We’ll get you started! 

• Contact Jenn: 
• Email Jenn 
• 715-232-2236 

Download our #IAmPromise Toolkit  

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://promisewi.com/download/Promise_Outcomes_2018_March.pdf
mailto:gundlachj@uwstout.edu
https://promisewi.com/download/Promise_MediaToolkit_IamPromise.pdf


Ellie’s Updates  
Do you have a Promise Story? Tell us how Promise has impacted you!  
Check out the Promise Services Summary and find out how Promise is helping Wisconsin 
Promise Youth and Families. The more impact we can have with more youth and their family 
members, the more we will be able to demonstrate how Wisconsin Promise Services and 
Supports can help to increase participants’ education, employment, and financial self-
sufficiency. 

Share the Wisconsin Promise Services Impact Summary 

 
Promise Services  
All of these services are offered to you through Promise. We have a team of people ready to 
help you and your family achieve your work and learning goals. Find out more about these 
services and get started by contacting your DVR counselor. 
Download your Promise Services Guide  

 
A Community Forum: Wausau, WI 
Employing Young Adults with Barriers:  
Finding Workforce Solutions 
Business's have workforce needs and young adults with disabilities and other barriers have 
the skills and the desire to work. Join the discussion to help identify how to make these 
connections. 
Wausau, WI  
When: May 8, 2018 
Time: 5 PM - 7:30 PM  
Where: Great Dane Pub and Brewing Company 
Cost: FREE 
Register Here 
Click Here for more information.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://promisewi.com/your-story/
https://promisewi.com/ellies-updates_participant-highlights/
https://promisewi.com/download/WI-Promise_WorkingStats.pdf
https://promisewi.com/getstarted/
https://promisewi.com/download/Promise_ServiceGuide.pdf
https://wausaucommunityconversation.splashthat.com/
http://files.constantcontact.com/04efdbb9001/01cf1107-03a2-4dc5-9125-6983617643fe.pdf


Contact Us 
Contact Your DVR Counselor 
Family Advocates 
Promise Financial Coaches 
Benefits Counseling Providers 
Promise Research Team 
 
Steering Committee Profile Members and Emails 
Project Director 
Meredith Dressel 
meredith.dressel@dwd.wisconsin.gov 
 

Project Manager 
Ellie Hartman 
ellie2hartman@dwd.wisconsin.gov 

Members
Cayte Anderson 
andersoncay@uwstout.edu 
 
Suzan VanBeaver 
suzan.vanbeaver@dpi.state.wi.us 
 
Meredith Dressel 
meredith.dressel@dwd.wisconsin.gov 
 
Sam Ninnemann 
samantha.ninnemann@dhs.wisconsin.gov 
 
Allison Gordon 
allison.gordon@dwd.wisconsin.gov 

 
Wendy Henderson 
wendy.henderson@wisconsin.gov 
 
Aimee Jahnke 
aimee.jahnke@dwd.wisconsin.gov 
 
Suzanne Lee 
suzanne.lee@dwd.wisconsin.gov 
 
Jessica Thompson 
jessica.thompson@dhs.wisconsin.gov 
 

 
The contents of this website were developed under a grant from the US Department of 
Education, Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) Cooperative Agreement 
H418P130004.However, the contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the US 
Department of Education and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal 
Government.  
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