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Daviantae’s Story 
Daviantae was a junior in high school when he joined Wisconsin Promise. Now he’s a junior 
in college, studying the fine arts. 
 
Two years ago, he didn’t think he’d be here. He struggles with sickle cell disease and chronic 
pain, but he doesn’t let anything stop him from reaching his education and work goals. 
 
With support from Wisconsin Promise, he worked at the Boys and Girls Club of Milwaukee 
and became the go-to lab monitor and tutor at his college. 
 
Daviantae even saved enough money to buy his first car, and now he’s self-reliant. 
 
Daviantae is a youth with Promise, with a vision to pursue and the tools to make it happen. 
 
YouTube Video 
 
More Promise Videos 
 
Community Forum 
Businesses have workforce needs and young adults with disabilities and other barriers have 
the skills and the desire to work. Join the discussion to help identify how to make these 
connections.  
 
Tuesday, March 26, 2019 
8:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 
SentryWorld, The Atrium 
601 N Michigan Avenue, Stevens Point, WI 
Learn More 
 
Saturday, April 6, 2019 
12:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Reuther High School Cafeteria 
913 5th Street, Kenosha, WI 
Learn More 
 
Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month 
March is Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month, highlighting multiple ways for people 
with and without disabilities to come together and form strong, diverse communities. 
 
This campaign promotes awareness about inclusion of people with developmental disabilities 
in all areas of community and the barriers they still face in connecting to their community. 

Education, employment, and community living are the three topics covered throughout the 
month of March. 

Learn more about getting involved and to access the resource guide. 

 
 

https://youtu.be/D6nSO45c9l4
https://promisewi.com/videos/
https://promisewi.com/community-conversation-stevens-point/
https://promisewi.com/community-conversation-kenosha/
https://nacdd.org/ddam/
https://nacdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/DDAM-Resource-Guide-2019-Feb-26.pdf


Transition Guide: Get Where You Want to Go 
Navigating the path to finish high school and become an adult is exciting. There are many 
possibilities, and changes too. The Wisconsin Transition Resource Guide provides tips and 
resources to help plan for adulthood and life after high school. Get ready to consider choices, 
explore options, and take action to prepare for your future. 
 
Download this free guide today: 

English Version 

Spanish Version 

Hmong Version 

Order Print Version 

Contact Us 
Promise Research Team 
1-855-480-5618 
 
Steering Committee Profile Members and Emails 
Project Director 
Meredith Dressel 
meredith.dressel@dwd.wisconsin.gov 
 

Project Manager 
Ellie Hartman 
ellie2hartman@dwd.wisconsin.gov 

Members
Cayte Anderson 
andersoncay@uwstout.edu 
 
Suzan VanBeaver 
suzan.vanbeaver@dpi.state.wi.us 
 
Meredith Dressel 
meredith.dressel@dwd.wisconsin.gov 
 
Sam Ninnemann 
samantha.ninnemann@dhs.wisconsin.gov 
 
Allison Gordon 
allison.gordon@dwd.wisconsin.gov 

 
Wendy Henderson 
wendy.henderson@wisconsin.gov 
 
Aimee Jahnke 
aimee.jahnke@dwd.wisconsin.gov 
 
Suzanne Lee 
suzanne.lee@dwd.wisconsin.gov 
 
Jessica Thompson 
jessica.thompson@dhs.wisconsin.gov 
 

 
The contents of this website were developed under a grant from the US Department of 
Education, Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) Cooperative Agreement 
H418P130004.However, the contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the US 
Department of Education and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal 
Government.  
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