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No Removal of Building Density Cap

The Historic Districts Council is proud to announce that the State Senate did not repeal
the existing limit on the size of residential buildings in New York City. This was not the
first time the bill was proposed and it most likely will not be the last; but HDC will remain
vigilant in opposing this horrendous bill. Thank you to everyone who wrote their Senator
and expressed support for retaining the cap.

Read below for more information about S.6760

S.6760

On behalf of the Historic Districts Council and our partner organizations, we implore you
to contact your Senator and tell her/him to vote against bill S.6760 which would lift the
current State cap (FAR 12) for residential development. This bill has not been vetted to
the public, who it will directly affect. Instead has quietly resurfaced in the Legislature after
being vetoed once this past March thanks to swift action on behalf of the public and our
representatives who did not allow it to proceed.

This ill-conceived bill is tantamount to yet another handout to real estate developers. Not
surprisingly, the Real Estate Board of New York and Mayor De Blasio fully support it.
Both parties claim that this will allow for construction of affordable housing, the Mayor’s
prime objective. However, there is nothing in this bill regarding affordable housing, it only
increases developers’ already broad latitude to build. NYC does not have a housing
shortage—there are nearly 250,000 empty units, or about 11% of the city’s total rental
apartments, which currently sit empty. There is enough housing for everyone, but
developers build for maximum profit, not for people. Mayor de Blasio cannot build NYC
out of a housing crisis, and the numbers show that what is being built is unattainable for
most New Yorkers. This bill will only exacerbate this very real problem.

With the Mayor already upzoning so many fragile, residential neighborhoods in New York
right now, it is paramount to retain as much quality of life as we can. The cap has already
been lifted, per se, by rezonings in East New York, Brooklyn; Downtown Far Rockaway,
Queens; Bay Street, Staten Island; Inwood, Manhattan; East Harlem, Manhattan; and
Jerome Avenue in the Bronx. There are more rezonings to come. Lifting the FAR cap
citywide is overkill and gives back nothing to the people who live here.
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