POST SEPTTEMBER 21st 2018 TORNADOES FACEBOOK POSTS OF NOTE on WILLIAM COMMANDA LEGACY ASINABKA


FACEBOOK POST ONE

NOTE THIS IN THE CONTEXT OF WILLIAM COMMANDA's DECADES OF WORK TO RAISE AWARENESS OF THIS LOOMING CRISIS and VISION FOR A GLOBAL INDIGENOUS ECO PEACE THINK TANK AT CHAUDIERE VICTORIA ISLAND

We believe the devastating September tornadoes are consistent with the teaching and warnings of the Seven Fires Prophecy that William Commanda shared so passionately at every turn.  We are still slow to be awakened to the urgent challenges of our times. 

In 1987, the Seven Fires Prophecy Carrier William Commanda said to President Mulroney and national/provincial leaders at the Fourth Aboriginal Constitutional Conference - everywhere the Earth is being destroyed and we "DEPEND ON YOU TO REMEDY THIS BEFORE THE END OF TIME". Of course he did not depend on them but rather launched into a quarter of a century of non-stop local and global work to awaken people to this crisis. Apparently he reached people - his two honorary degrees and appointment as Officer of the Order of Canada might make you think so. YET DESPITE his development of a VIABLE Inclusive Vision to address a range of contemporary Canadian problems, including this local and global environmental one, at a particularly critical SACRED SITE OF HIS DIRECT ANCESTORS, engaged in by NCC in 2004 , endorsed by the City of Ottawa in 2010, not only was this work BETRAYED and rejected, but its capitalistic opposite, a privatization corporate scheme for condo development sprang up hydra headed to baffle gab and reframe every aspect of the ASINABKA vision, drawing in its wake political leadership, Algonquin peoples and Indigenous and non-Indigenous, universities and colleges, environmental and arts and peace activists - drawing them away from the growing awakening to the crises of our times that WILLIAM COMMANDA had opened our eyes, back to the FALSE PROMISES of the Seven Fires Prophecy.

I studied Geography to better understand and articulate WILLIAM COMMANDA's position on ENVIRONMENT, and just a few years ago examined the work of the IPCC - and could see its mollifying approach was not going to begin to address the looming global crisis - and the narrowness of the contextual understanding outside of the GINAWAYDAGANUC RELATIONAL INDIGENOUS FRAMEWORK does not hold out much hope - though the article below is very good, lets not forget what's happening in the natural world with more than half the animal and especially sea life species heading out in this nature genocide; and relationally it impacts all of us, because, as WILLIAM COMMANDA repeatedly noted as a child of MOTHER EARTH, he was actually a HUMAN Animal - We don't exactly have another home in the sky. Our early deaths in the global wars of the past century (invariably around exploitation issues) are now picking up speed in environmental catastrophes of the Anthropocene (human caused) era, in disease, famine and yes, suicide.

SEVEN FIRES PROPHECY is in action again and it seems like we are back at the beginning - A YEAR AGO, the MIGHTY OTTAWA RIVER RAISED ITS VOICE in unprecedented flodding; from the perspective of the now DAMMED SACRED CHAUDIERE FALLS, (despite a decade of fervent and urgent appeal), retaliation has presented in the demise of the Liberals in the last provincial election, as the public came up against HYDRO; and with the September 21 FALL Equinox, instead of the PADDLE FOR PEACE PRAYER THAT WIlliam Commanda initiated there, to awaken us to the inseparability of peace and environmental stewardship and spirit, (this having been thwarted by NCC and other "leadership"), we actually had four tornadoes, with one making seven touchdowns across the Ottawa River Watershed.
NOW VICTORIA ISLAND is to be closed off for 7 years for DECONTAMINATION - can this possibly happen without prayer and ceremony? NOTE WHAT HAPPENED AFTER SUE MARTIN'S Year Long HOME FIRES BURNING Prayer Vigil on Victoria Island - 1. People were excluded from the prayer site by the edict of the NCC and some Algonquin partners; well, 2. we had flooding and now 3. apparently the pollution is so much worse than what we have known for the past twenty years; ALSO NOTE 4. that there was resolution to SUE MARTIN's prayer for her Murdered Daughter (Did the Sacred Island respond to her prayer?)

We know "Carbide" Wilson's experiments and dumping at VI contaminated the site over the past century; what of the implications of the Eddy/Domtar Pulp and Paper Mill on Chaudiere Island? Did it all get burned off a few years ago? Is there to be remedial work on the other Chaudiere Islands and are the public to be blocked off from them?

Or is this all a ploy to keep Indigenous Peoples and other activists away from the area while condo development proceeds? (I can't help remembering Amityville). VI is also the place Indigenous Folk from across the country have gathered to raise concerns about various issues since the sixties. In view of the growing unrest in Indian Country on so many critical quality of life and rights issues, is the real reason for the Island being blocked off not so much decontamination as exclusion as potential gathering place? (If so, WHY can't our efforts be focused on resolving the crisis issues of 4 percent of this first world country's people? $13 million could go a fair way to animate the work of the INDIGENOUS ECO PEACE THINK TANK envisioned by William Commanda, even without a building).
Climate genocide is not just happening for the polar bears and subsahara and island states - it is happening in our spirit - and we have to pray for a global wake up - THESE are the several issues reading the report below made me think off and more detailed examination of them will be a part of William Commanda's ASINABKA Virtual Institute, AVI.

FACEBOOK POST TWO 

Our subsequent note to substantiate credibility to speak as we do on environmental issues scored over 1260 hits and many shares over a few days, so we post this record here too for your information and use:

William Commanda, Victoria Island, Contamination, Climate Genocide - I note that my post on this topic is receiving a great deal of attention. I am pasting below an old mere outline of William Commanda's work to advance Respect and Responsibility to Mother Earth, to substantiate the depth and extensiveness of his Indigenous knowledge and "science" and work, and the urgency of the drum call he raised. Western scientists are only BARELY beginning to catch up at this late date, as evidenced by the UN report on Climate Genocide. I can write and speak about this because he broadend my focus from the oppression of Indigenous Peoples, to this even more urgent matter - transforming our individual and collective relationship with a Living Mother Earth a live Gaia - in the end, both issues are the same.

WILLIAM COMMANDA - Chronology of Key Activities in support of Mother Earth

1945 - Precursor - Hopi Petition on Environment to the UN
1967- First Indigenous Gathering - at Eganville, Ont
1969 - Gathering of Nations in Maniwaki
1987 - Presentation of Wampum Belts at Constitutional Talks
1991 - Pipe Ceremony at Pre Rio Preparations in France
1992 - Message to Earth Summit in Rio - Agenda 21
1993 - Cry of the Earth Conference at UN
1995 - Spiritual Guide of the Sunbow Five Walk for Mother Earth
1996 - Release of the RCAP Report - at Victoria Island - Would you drink the water?
2004 - Honorary Elder - Boreal Rendezvous
2004 - Heritage Rivers Bill Mason Conservation Award
2006 - Honorary Chair - Ottawa Heritage River Designation
2006 - WaterLife Workshop
2007 - The Awakening Gathering
Annual Circle of All Nations Gatherings Promote Environmental Stewardship
2004 - Focus on Water
Annual Gathering of Nations Pipe Ceremonies at Victoria Island
Sustainable Relationships (and not Sustainable Development)
Interventions on the Proposed Megadump at Danford Lake, Sacred Chaudiere Site, American Eel as a Species at Risk, Test Drilling for Uranium, Destruction of Migratory Pathways of Loon, Protection of Wolf and Polar Bear

FACEBOOK THREE
William Commanda Legacy – Asinabka Facebook Post
October 31 at 8:48 PM ·
COMMUNITY FAREWELL FEAST AT VICTORIA ISLAND OCTOBER 30 Check out FACEBOOK PAGE FOR VICTORIA ISLAND SOCIAL AND POTLUCK for Photos and commentary: 

This is Romola Vasantha Thumbadoo's post and reflection:
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Fraser, Clayton, Mariah and team organized a super potluck dinner at Victoria Island last night - and I was glad Karen Bisson drove me down there - other than Grandfather and me, I don't think there is another person who has been so deeply engaged in supporting the GWC vision for Asinabka Sacred Chaudiere Site. Arriving to firelight and water brought back memories of Grandfather's own incredible MOMENT IN TIME Gatherings at his home - and I was glad to hear Marian Migwans talk about those amazing transformative moments in elemental nature - water, fire, earth and land in the model for the good life that her great uncle William Commanda organized every summer - she could now understand why the thousands of people from across the globe arrived to access Indigenous ceremony on the land. It was great to see young people articulate their passionate attachment to the place - for folk who develop a relationship with her, she is magic; and nothing will take that from these young people - and babies. It was great to see older VI/Circle of All Nations friends, including the granddaughter of late Elder Tom Rankin - he slept at Grandfather Commanda's home at the early gatherings and I met him there in 1997! Representatiives of the MMIW Help Line, and University of Ottawa were there. Mista Wasis did a great job MCing with Prairie touch - I remember when he and then MP Rick Laliberte petitioned for the VI vision to former PM Jean Chretien - who supported this (Unfortunately, the Sponsorship scandal of 2006 stalled the work). Rachèle Prud'homme offered a beautiful prayer - and questioned what options are going to be made available for Indigenous Peoples to gather on the land in the capital city during the upcoming years when VI is not accessible. One woman talked about the hopelessness of having children, who would not be able to understand the power of fire and nature - this being repressed so cruelly. Many Free the Falls folk were there to participate and support the event - Lindsay Lambert, Peter Stockdale, Judith Matheson, Daniel and Blandine Stringer. Good to see Patti Butler and Paul LeBlanc who serves as firekeeper for Indigenous Architect Douglas Cardinal's weekly sweatlodges. This is the world renowed architect who as been engaged in the development of conceptual designs for the place since the 1970 - HOW CAN it auger well for CANADA, NATIONAL CAPITAL COMMISSION and SOME ALGONQUINS, when they treat this genius in the way they have? NO ONE APPROACHED HIM ABOUT THIS DECISION TO SHUT DOWN VI FOR THE NEXT 7 YEARS - Our Friend is in his eighties - CANADA THWARTS HIS VISION FOR CONDO PRIVATIZATION - HOW SHAMEFUL. I had a moment with Michel Marc Lacroix - who has been in his own way been searching for ways to fan the vision - perhaps his plans for a documentary will be illuminating - he has Grandfather's gloves so will have to work at it! HOW IS IT GOING TO BE POSSIBLE TO enable colonial and colonized mindsets understand Indigenous fire and ceremony and way of being. I can't help but say I feel so ashamed of being "Canadian" while this oppression continues.

BUT ON ANOTHER LEVEL ALL TOGETHER, of course, the Capital City and the Country at large have awakened to Indigenous, Algonquin, and a zillion other things they ignored before the fire of the Vision for the Sacred Chaudiere Site was lit 20 years ago, by William Commanda, Douglas Cardinal and indeed Donald Marshall Junior- and so the work of the ASINABKA VIRTUAL INSTITUTE will continue as initiated by Grandfather Commanda - he is now implanted in the Academy and his thinking WILL NOT go away - Neither will DOUGLAS CARDINAL and DONALD MARSHALL JUNIOR and they will take its rightful place in the land of their ancestors. Grandfather, seeing the uselessness of discussions with the corporate capitalist culture dominating his homeland and the world, saying that the EIGHTH FIRE WAS NOT LIT really, as hoped when he received the Key to the City, promised. as child of Mother Earth, that Nature would be helping and over the last two years, The Ottawa River reveals that her strength is growing and her will is focussing on change. And its not too different over the rest of the world - GINAWAYDAGANUC - it is all connected!

Again, Megwetch, to the young people who organized such a special community gathering moment.
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