PASTORS LETTER

LAY SERVANT
MINISTRIES TRAINING

FAITH AND FAMILY NIGHT!

SIGHT AND SOUND TRIP

THIS MONTH IN ELM PARK HISTORY

Stop dogtzlbting

BELIEVE

JOHM 20:27, NIV

16

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY NEWS

NEW YOUTH BIBLE
STUDY!

COMMUNICATION’S
TEAM UPDATE!

SAVE THE DATE - VBS

Telephone: (570) 342-8263

Email: office@elmparkumchurch.org

Rev. Mike Bealla

Senior Pastor

Website: elmparkumchurch.org

A Resurrection People!

Grace and Peace to you in the
name of our Risen Lord!

We shared it again! One of the
most inspirational and wonder-
fully empowering Easter mo-
ments for me is in the singing of
Charles Wesley's famous hymn
"Christ the Lord is Risen Today"
on Easter morning. It is always
a triumphant moment when
we, with great assurance and
without hesitation, lift our com-
munal voices to proclaim the
truth a new... Christ the Lord is

risen today! Alleluia!l

| think | am so moved by this
hymn because wherever it is
sung, those voices sing as
though they truly believe they
are a “resurrection people.”
We sing it with fervor regard-
less of the current reality and
at least for that moment on
that very sacred morning, our
hope in Christ is refreshed and
renewed. Easter morning as-
sures us that our vision of a
Christ-centered future is al-
ready in place for those who
have eyes to see and ears to
hear the presence of the risen
Christ among us. Yes, there is
so much more to be done in
Christ’s name, but the out-
come is sure! More battles to

A pril 208ES:

be fought, yet the war against
sin and death is over.

As we shared bread and cup
together during holy commun-
ion last Sunday, we were re-
minded in the Prayer of Great
Thanksgiving (the communion
prayer) that because of the
death and resurrection of Je-
sus, we, the church together,
have become the living,
breathing, loving, reaching,
nurturing physical body of
Christ through which others
are able to witness God's pres-
ence in our world today. Christ
is risen in us!

Often | need to open my hym-

(Continued on page 2)
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nal and re-read Wesley's great hymn text. Those without
resurrection eyes see little hope for their future and tend
to live more like a people of the crucifixion than people of
the resurrection. Brothers and sisters, without the crucifix-
ion there would be no resurrection ... no hope... no new
life. The point of that truth is of course that resurrection is
real. Itis the church's to own, to proclaim, to live and to
share. Resurrection is the church's vision to offer to a
world convinced there is little hope for a transformed
world.

While Easter Sunday is past, we are just beginning the
journey through the Great Fifty Days of our Easter celebra-
tion. What difference will this season of Easter make in
your life this year? What can you do to be a part of the
resurrection people at ElIm Park UMC? Will you tell about
where you have seen Christ working among us in this great
fellowship?

And of course, remember we are all on this Journey to-
gether!

From my heart to yours... Grace & Peace!

Rev. Mike

EASTER SUNDAY
Sunday, April 1st
One Service - Sanctuary
Special Music at 10:30 am
Worship at 11:00 am

Sunday, April 8th
8:30 am Chapel Service
9:30 am Ghana Presentation
by Ekow Aikins
11:00 am Worship Service

Dozens of Easter Lilies, symbolizing the
purity of Jesus Christ and given in memory
and/or honor of someone special, were
placed around the altar for Easter.

We would like to thank you for making our
Lily Garden so beautiful.
To God be the Glory!

April 2nd
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*Alex Duffy
Meghan Sucheski
Janet Weeks
*Elena Anderson
Jean Bonnadio
John Evans
Roger Lysak

Jerry Simmons
Paul Keller

John Troiani
Connie Dempsey
Gayle Roberts
Stephanie Bidwell
Julianne Dennis
Melanie Brock
Eric Duffy

Kathy Fisk

John Guzik

Ernest Refice

Dorothy Winebrake

Bruce Miles

Colleen Washington

Christine Wilford
Jeanne McCloe
Kristina Berdini
Carrie Granche
*Jessica Dippre
Rhonda Drake

Gertrude Stone

14 *Nacy Swartz

15 Karen Baker

15 *Harrison Hughes
16 Abigail Brier

17 *Tyler Dempsey
17 Shea Kinney

18 *Scott Harron

18 Maryetta Thompson
18 Michelle Valinski
20 Brenda Barrows
20 *Santino Berdini
21 *Frederick Lishman
21 Matthew Prothero
21 Julienne Rushin

21 Shirley Shibak

22 Jane Hoffner

23 *Calder Daniels
23 *Emma DeNunzio
23 Leonard Licata
24 *Brittany Dennis
24 Carol Mendicino

25 *Alexandra Bomers-
bach

26 April Giordano

26 *Arthur Wilson

27 Gale Black

27 George Reihner

28 Jeffrey Conrad

28 *Donald Fisch Sr

28 *Matthew Peregrim
29 Susan Calpin

29 Linda Hoover

30 Jeffrey Muir
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Rev. Mike Bealla - Senior Pastor
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Marie Priblo
Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper
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Carole Mason
Director of Family Life Ministries

cmason@elmparkumchurch.org
familylife@elmparkumchurch.org

Carrie Granche
Pastoral Assistant & Teen Ministries

cgranche@elmparkumchurch.org

Dale McCloe
Maintenance Supervisor

dmccloe@elmparkumchurch.org

maintenance@elmparkumchurch.org

Wesley Bealla
Director of Communications and IT

admin@elmparkumchurch.org

media@elmparkumchurch.org

George Simmons - Music Director

gsimmons@elmparkumchurch.org



Worship Leaders
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Chapel Readers

ONE SERVICE (Sanctuary) Ed Rogers
Robert Pearson
Marianne Wolf
Connie Dempsey
Ed Bugno

Sanctuary Readers
ONE SERVICE (Sanctuary) Ed Rogers
Elm Park Youth
Cindy Kennedy

Caurrie Granche
Joan Pilosi

Chapel Ushers/ Greeters
ONE SERVICE (Sanctuary)
Tom Dempsey & Ray Ferrario
Bob and Sue Crane
Liz Swartz & Nacy Yasinskas
Ed and Paula Bugno

Sanctuary Ushers
Cathy Hunt, Sarah Cooper, Butch Barron,
Donna Barron, Harold Hiller, Dawn Red
mon, Leigh Redmon, Ron Stewart, Don
Fisch, Cindy Fisch, Bill Miller, Jane Miller,
Brian Grassi, Eileen Grassi, Jill Luczak, Joan
Pilosi, John McDonald, Cheryl McDonald

Elm Park Youth as assighed

Barbara Peters, Elizabeth Calianno, Hank
Jones, Maureen Jones, Joan Pilosi, Jill
Luczak, Sharon Keene

Dawn Redmon, Leigh Redmon, Ray Fer-
rario, Harold Hiller, Ron Stewart, Lea Gar-
cia, Sherry Bennington

Don Fisch, Cindy Fisch, Martha Butler, Jill
Luczak, Sharon Keene, Maribeth Magnot,
Aaron Magnot
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Sanctuary Greeters
ONE SERVICE (Sanctuary) Cathy Hunt,

Ron Stewart, Butch Barron, Jill Luczak, Donna
Barron, Joan Pilosi

08 Elm Park Youth as assigned

15 Barbara Peters & Elizabeth Calianno
22 Ray Ferrario & Cathy Hunt

29 Phil Scotch & Marge Scotch

Acolytes

Elm Park Youth as Assigned - Please see Sarah
Cooper if interested in becoming an Acolyte.

Receptionist
01 Lacey Stanton / Marcy Jesse
08 Andrew Sucheski / Elizabeth Swartz
15 Marcy Jesse / Tina Kohanski
22 Andrew Sucheski / Renee Aston
29 Lacey Stanton / Marcy Jesse
Hospitality Host/Hostesses
01 Conrad Bosley / Renee Aston
08 Rachel & Eric Scotch / Eileen Grassi
15 Cindy Fisch / Louise Jones
22 Jill Luczak / Connie Dempsey
29 Andrea & Larry Mulrine / Tina Kohanski
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Spring 2018
Lay Academy

**Advanced Courses**
Elm Park UMC, 712 Linden Street Scranton, PA 18510

Saturday, April 14th & 21st
9:00am - 4:00pm
CLASSES OFFERED:

Preaching : Rev. Mike Bealla
Practical tools that can be used by those who are called on to
preach at times but who are not trained as pastors.

Polity: Rev. Andrew Weidner

More than just an overview of the structure and organization
of the United Methodist Church. Explore the theology that
guides our connections and relationships with other United
Methodists and the world.

Leading Prayer: Pastor Eric Luczak

Learn the theology and components of public prayer. Be-
come more confident when called upon to pray.

Worship: Pastor Scott Miller
Explore the structure and flow of a worship service. Learn
why the order of worship in important and how to create a
meaningful worship service.

PRICE PER COURSE: $15.00 / LUNCH: Additional $10.00

S5 off registration fee for getting a first time student to
register and attend a class!

You do not need to be a Lay Speaker or become a
Lay Speaker to take these courses!

Make checks payable to:
Susquehanna Annual Conference
Send to:

Tom Taylor
540 Keystone Avenue
Peckville, PA 18452

For additional information and to register, please visit:

http://layspeaking.peckvilleumc.org

Building community, } one meal ata time

The Peace Meal provides the opportunity to connect
with local families every second Saturday of each
month. Elm Park United Methodist Church has
served as the host for this event for five years.

All meals begin with a blessing and breaking of the
bread followed by a delicious dinner. The Peace

Meal has grown in numbers over the years and in

the process new friendships have been forged, and

relationships deepened. Volunteers are always

needed to assist with set-up, serving, and clean-up.

The next Peace Meal is scheduled for:

Saturday, April 14, 2018
Elm Park UM Church at 4:30pm




Last month | announced that we were working on a new
web-series to replace “Announcements with Diana
Howe”. Later this month we will be releasing the first ep-
isode or two of this new series. The series is going to be
called “The Elm Park Journey”. We chose this name be-
cause we are on a journey together and so we can tie it
into Rev. Mike’s weekly email, “The Weekly Journey”
and our monthly newsletter “The Journey”. The series is
planned to be a Bi-Weekly Interview style show starring
our Lay Leader Diana Howe, who will be the show’s
host. Each episode will have a different guest that Diana
will chat with and each episode will have a different top-
ic of interest. This casual video format will make each
episode different and unique, and we can use each epi-
sode for events and programs in the future.

Ouir first set of episodes will include interviews with our
Senior Pastor, Rev. Mike Bealla, who will talk about our
Disciple Making Mission and our 2018 Church Vision.
Our Pastoral Assistant, Carrie Granche, will introduce
our new upcoming Youth Bible Study, and our Church
Council Chair, Dr. Bill Miller, will talk about some of the
amazing things our Church is doing with the guidance of
the Church Council. Finally, our Administrative Assis-
tant/Book Keeper, Marie Priblo, will talk about what she
does and will share a little about herself so that you can
get to know her a bit more.

We are hoping that this new video web-series will help
everyone get to know our church leadership more and
help everyone see all the great programs and ministries
that EIm Park United Methodist Church is doing.

If you have an idea for other future episodes that we
could do, feel free to email me at
wbealla@elmparkumchurch.org.

Wesley Bealla
Communications Chair

PARENT NIGHT LIVE!

Tuesday, March 27th, our Son Seeker’s were

joined by their families for an evening of good

food - Pizza, of course, a craft project, games,
and a discussion on prayer. The evening con-
cluded with a fun relay race in the gym and clos-
ing prayer by our own Rev. Mike Bealla! Thank
you to everyone who helped make this evening a
success!

Burke and Brogan Families enjoying Pizza!

Lilly Warring and Nevaeh Harrington
preparing to make Prayer Jars!

All the families enjoying time together
while making prayer jars!

If you haven’t already, you will

be receiving a phone call from an

Elm Park Staff Member to update

your information; phone number,
address, and email address. If you
know your information has changed,

please call the office at
570-342-8263. Thank you!!

GIVEN IN THE MONTH OF MARCH

MARCH 4 - The flowers for the wor-
ship services have been given to
the glory of God in loving memory
of Joseph Bandru by Jason, Julie,
Camden, Coen & Carsen Miller.

MARCH 11 - The flowers for the wor-
ship services have been given to
the glory of God and in loving
memory of Loved Ones by the Cur-
tis Family.

MARCH 18 - The flowers for the wor-
ship services have been given to
the glory of God and in memory of
Benjamin H. Lee, Karen Lee, and
Karri Lee, and in honor of Betty Lee
by Kimberly Lee.

MARCH 25 - The palms for the wor-
ship services have been given in
loving memory of Ben Lee, Karri
Lee, parents Harold Lee, Elmer &
Martha Green and Gladys Carlton
by Betty Lee.

The flowers for the worship services
have been given to the glory of
God and in loving memory of Bill
Jenkins by Mary Gordon.

OPEN DATES FOR

ALTAR FLOWERS:
June 3rd, July 1st, and July 8th

Please call Marie Priblo at
570-342-8263 if you are interested
in any of these available dates.

Thank you!
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Just a few highlights from our Walk with Jesus Easter Event for Families! Our guests traveled through Je-
sus’ last days on earth. A big thank you is extended to everyone who gave unselfishly of their time to make

this event a success for all! Well donel!!

STATION 1:
Jerusalem for Palm Sunday

STATION 3:
The Garden of Gethsemane

STATION 5:

STATION 2:
The Last Supper

STATION 4:
Discover the Sacrifice
of Good Friday

Freedom from Sin at the Empty Tomb

Family Life Ministries
Carole G. Mason

Director Of Family Life Ministries
570-342-8263 ext. 17

cmason@elmparkumchurch.org

Make this special cross as a reminder
of Jesus’ death and resurrection.

What you need:
¢ Adult help
¢ Piece of wood
¢ S nails
e Hammer
» 2 balls of yarn
(blue and yellow)

What you do:

1. Hammer the nails into
the wood to form a cross
shape (see example).

2. Tie the blue yarn to the
bottom nail. Wrap it up
and around the top nail
and back down to the
bottom nail. Then wrap
it around the middle nail
and around the side nails.
Repeat until the yarn is
wrapped about halfway
up the exposed nails.

3. Repeat step two with
the yellow yarn. Wrap it
around the nails until
only the heads are visible.

FAITH & FAMILY NIGHT

At the SWB RailRiders

SATURDAY, APRIL 21st at
4:05pm

Railriders vs Toledo Mud Hens

Join us for a fun night out!

Great Outing for our families, youth group,
Son Seekers, and Sunday School!

Every 1st and 3rd
Wednesday of
the Month!

Only $5/per ticket

Contact Carole Mason April 4th & 18th

7PM/Library

Contact:
Carrie Granche’
570-342-8263

A Confirmation Class will be forming this fall for
children aged 12 or older who have not yet been
confirmed. Please contact either Rev. Mike Bealla,
Carole Mason, Cheryl McDonald, or Jill Brogan to
be placed on the list for the upcoming Confirmation
Class! Thank you! The office number is 570-342-
8263.

HE [5 RISEN

ATTENTION PARENTS o
& CHILDREN He 15 Risen Indgec

The Wesleyan Choir will sing during

the 11am worship services April 1st

(Easter), and May 13th (Mother’s Day). Practice
Sundays at 9:45am prior to Sunday School. We H

hope our children will help enliven our worship as M Q/ .'H'f-ll[;.'“fr
we praise God! Contact Janet Muse-Burke J JV

at janetmuseburkephd@gmail.com. Thank you!! '

The Son Seekers is a children’s ministry for children
ages 6-12 years old. They meet twice a month on the
second and fourth Tuesdays. The April meeting dates

are April 10th and April 24th both at 6:00pm.
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Join Us for the 2018
MILES FOR MISSIONS
Walk/Run-a-Thons

There will be a Walk/Run-A-Thon held in each of
the 7 Districts from April - May 2018!

CAMP REGISTRATION
NOW OPEN!

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT available until May 1, 2018.
Receive a $25 decrease in camp fees.
Gain additional savings with Sibling Discounts and
Bring-A-Friend Discounts.

Financial assistance is available through the
campership program; print an application at
www.susumcamps.org.

You will also find the camp brochure, forms,
and additional information at this site or contact the
camp office at 717-766-7395.

100% of the donations will go to
Bishop’s Partners in Mission to support:
Imagine No Malaria and Mission Central

Scranton Wilkes-Barre — May 12, 2018
If you would like to be a part of the Elin Park
United Methodist Church Team,

Please contact Carole Mason or Carrie Granche
at 570-342-8263!

Thank you for helping us, one step at a time!!

FAMILIES & VOLUNTEERS
July 30th ~ August 3rd 2018

Based on lessons from the life of Daniel with ever present reminders that God is with us when things
change, when we need help, when we're afraid, lonely & when we're thankful.

Family dinners are provided from 5:15-6:00 followed by nightly programs
starting at 6:00 for children four through those who finished fifth grade.
Bible stories, lively music, crafts & fun games will round out each evening.

Please contact Cheryl McDonald or Joan Pilosi if you can help or
would like to pre-register your children! Don’t miss out on the fun!!

Another reports its Wesley Praise Dance Ministry’s mission is to minister to the body of Christ the heart of
God, through movement and creative expressions of praise, worship and prayer.

Pastor Mike recalls that in the late 50’s and early 60’s when he was a young person in the
Methodist church dancing had become permissible in many of our churches.

Square dancing was common in rural areas and provided much fellowship in the life of the
community and the church. He also remembers Saturday night dances in some of the larger churches with
music provided by live rock bands.

“However,” our pastor adds, “I don’t think dancing on Sunday was at all common, even to to-
day,” primarily “because Sunday was seen as a day to worship and to keep sacred.”

There are exceptions, he pointed out. Liturgical dance is a part of Sunday morning worship in
some churches that use dancers to convey visual expressions in response to God. These can include,
praise, pray, sorrow, joy, etc. and can add much visual power to the worship experience.”

Even though Methodists once frowned on dancing, it is a big part of the Bible, especially in the Old
Testament. King David, Moses and Sister Mariam were among those who danced to praise God; Mariam
danced with the Hebrews as they made it through the Red Sea back to dry land.

Many years ago, Avery and Marsh, a pastor and musician from Port Jervis, led a training session on
worship at EIm Park. One of the songs they featured was “David
Danced.”

The stanza Pastor Mike remembers most was:
“David danced before the Lord, Danced in his Ephod

In his Holy linen (underwear), danced his thanks to God!”

If the newspaper correction of February 1942 was any indication, at ElIm Park David would have had
to do his dancing on some day other than the Sabbath.
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DANCING

By ED E ROGERS
Elm Park Archivist

Seventy-five years ago dancing, especially in the church, was a touchy subject for some Methodists.

This became perfectly clear in February 1942 when the local Sunday newspaper published
photos of “Sunday evening church goers” folk dancing at EIm Park in its popular rotogravure section.

Apparently The Scrantonian editors and the EIm Park office were flooded with complaints.
Two days later, in an effort to appease the unhappy Methodists, the paper said it was all a mistake.

The following appeared in the newspaper’s affiliated daily, The Tribune, under a headline that
proclaimed “No Dances Sundays at Elm Park Church”:

“Through an error it was stated in the caption accompanying two pictures in the rotogravure section
of The Scrantonian Sunday that folk dancing had been held on Sunday nights at ElIm Park Methodist
Church. This is untrue. The two pictures showing the dancing were taken on a Thursday night at the close
of the 13th annual Mid-Winter Institute at the church, the Rev. Charles W. Phillips, associate pastor, said
last night.”

Presumably that quelled the uproar and EIm Parkers got back to the other news of the day such as
the Japanese continuing to capture island after island in the Pacific while American troops fought to main-
tain a foothold on Corregidor in the Philippines, the first U.S. troops landing in Britain and similar events of
World War 2.

Dancing and some other forms of entertainment have evoked much debate in Methodist circles for
years.

The 1892 Book of Discipline says the General Conference had adopted a resolution declaring
“dancing, theater going, card playing, and like worldly indulgences to be contrary to the spirit of Christiani-
ty.” It went on to instruct the pastors on how we are to discipline sinners who indulge in worldly pleasures.

That thinking remained until May of 1924 when, at a meeting in Maryland, the General Conference
repealed it saying Methodistism should be a religion that “appeals to the conscience of a man and keeps
him away from these things.”

“‘We will change the minister standing in the pulpit with a police club in his hand to a minister stand-
ing there with a shepherd's crook," declared the chairman of the Committee on the State of the Church.

In the years since then things — on the civil as well as the religious fronts — have continued to
change.

In Pennsylvania, the Blue Laws that were intended to preserve the sanctity of the Christian
Sabbath, gradually were repealed or were just plain ignored.

And dancing began to find its way into many churches. Pastor Mike Bealla says the current
United Methodist discipline doesn’t mention it.

A search of the Internet for “Methodists and dancing” results in scores of “hits.”

United Methodist churches across the country are sponsoring dance instructions and dance
sessions featuring everything from old fashion folk dances to the ballroom style.

One says its line dancing group provides an opportunity for physical as well as spiritual wholeness.

~ ~
k") Jesus rose from the dead on Easter. k‘.,}

Romans 6:5 reveals the hope we have because

Directions: First solve the math problems. Then put the corresponding words in
the blanks; for example, the word next to the answer “1” goes in the first blank,
the word next to the answer “2” goes in the second blank, and so on.
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2+2 = united 2x3=___ death 746=__  resurrection
3x3=___ certainly 18-16=__ have 4-1=___ been
0+1=__ if 2X4 = we 13-1=___ him
2+43=___1in 20-6 = like 2+5=___his
2x5=__ be 8+3=__  with
“For we
1 2 3 4
with him a like ,
5 6 7
will also united
8 9 10
in a
11 12 13

his.” Romans 6:5, NIV
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Saturday, September 22, 2018

DON’T MISS THE EVENT

OF THE SEASON!
Hosted By EIm Park United Methodist Church
Family Life Ministries

JESUS is the action-packed musical stage adventure taking
you on a miraculous journey alongside the most famous
person to ever walk earth, & the everyday people whose
lives he changed forever!

Don’t delay, reserve your spot (or spots) today by calling
Carole Mason at 570-342-8263! A non-refundable depos-
it of $25.00 is due with your reservation. You can make
‘3’ additional monthly installments of $40.00.

TENTATIVE ITINERARY

7:00am
Bus departs from Elm Park U.M. Church

11:00am
JESUS - Sight & Sound Theatres

3:00pm
Lunch at Shady Maple Smorgasbord

Shopping Time at Shady Maple Shop

PRICE INCLUDES!

Admission to JESUS, Round-Trip
Transportation, Dinner - Shady Maple
Smorgasbord, Snacks, & Gratuities!

Are you uplifted by the sound of organ music?
Have you ever wondered how this instrument is played
and what makes it work?

The Pennsylvania Northeast Chapter of the
American Guild of Organists (AGO) is conducting its
Ninth "Pedals, Pipes, and Pizza" program

for children and adults on
Sunday, April 15 at 1:30 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church
97 South Franklin Street, Wilkes-Barre, PA

Come and learn about the many different types of sounds the organ
can make, and listen to some music!

Those who play the piano are encouraged to bring some music to
play on the organ. Pizza will be served at the end of the day's activities.
The event is informal, free of charge, and open to all.

Please register online at “www.agopane.org”
or call 570-301-9253.
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