
 

Dear Friends:  

Grace and peace in the name of 

the Risen Christ! 

To put it mildly, the last six weeks 

have taken us to places we would 

have not chosen to go.  Who 

could have possibly foreseen this 

Covid-19 pandemic?  We were 

just coasting along with our day to 

day joys and concerns when all of 

a sudden we found ourselves in a 

wilderness that was unequaled for 

most of us.  The wilderness can 

be a metaphor for any time we 

find ourselves facing changes in 

our lives that are new, challenging 

and even life threatening. 

Throughout the time that the He-

brew people were set free from 

slavery in Egypt, they found them-

selves struggling in both a physi-

cal and spiritual crisis.  As Moses 

tried to keep them focused on 

their relationship with God, too 

often the people turned away 

from God and questioned where 

God was in their journey.  Mo-

ses’ own faith was challenged by 

those who refused to place their 

faith and trust in the very God 

who had set them free.  More 

than once they cried to Moses, 

“Did you bring us out here to die 

in the wilderness?  We were bet-

ter off as slaves in Egypt guard-

ing the human waste dumps!”  

 I was walking into the church 

this morning giving thanks for the 

sunshine, the un-cluttered roads 

and a sense that even in the 

midst of all of this, God is good, 

all the time!  Just then, I looked 

at the security screened window 

to my left which houses the vent 

for the men’s restroom and 

thought I saw lint fuss at the 

mouth of the vent… until of 

course, the lint ball moved and I 

realized it was a squirrel!  He 

was sandwiched best the win-

dow and the screen!  Somehow, 

he was able to wiggle his way 

through the tiny openings in the 

screen only to not be able to get 

back out. The choice to save this 

creature of God was to disas-

semble the outer window mold-

ing and screen (no small task), 

or chance opening the inner win-

dow and catching the squirrel in 

some way while not letting it in 

the building.  A challenging di-

lemma to be sure!  He is too 

afraid to try going out the way he 
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must have gotten in! 

I’m not really sure how to help this fuzzy friend even now as I write. It reminded me of our wandering now in 

the wilderness not sure when we will be able to get out of our homes and back into the world as we know it!  

It is a challenge, yet we are not just anybody, we are God’s children who trust God to show us the way and 

walk with us through this wilderness journey.  So, we are challenged, but not bound up! 

And isn’t that the story of the resurrection of Jesus…a resurrection we are promised by our faith in God’s 

promised…that nothing in all the world, even death, can keep us bound up in sin and death.  We have 

been gifted with God’s promise that He is always there to love us and care for us in good times and chal-

lenging times! 

While we will probably wish that, like the Hebrews set free from slavery, being slaves was better than act-

ing the challenge of a new way of life.  It made think… what if, in the end, the world is a better, and perhaps 

safer place, for having faced this wilderness time?  What if we become more concerned about the environ-

ment that the dollar?  What if our health care system becomes better prepared than ever before?  What if 

our care for each other becomes more important than our individual focus? 

I will continue to pray for everyone of you during this difficult time.  Please pray for me as well when you 

remember your church family and loved one. 

Until we gather again, Stay Safe…Stay Strong…Trust in God! 

 

Rev. Mike Bealla 
First, As you all know, our Interns from Drew University Theology 

School, are finishing their internships this month. I would like to 

thank both Rev. Jean Takasongo and Dr. Cathy Wilcox for lend-

ing their gifts and graces to Elm Park over the last 9 months. 

With their help we have accomplished a lot! I would like to an-

nounce that Rev. Jean will be staying with us to continue to work 

with and grow our African Ministry.   

Secondly, It has been announced by Rev. Judy Walker, our District Superintendent, that Pastor Dave 

Walker will be appointed to Dallas UMC as of July 1st. I am very thankful to Pastor Dave for his hard work 

building our new Visitation team and for his work with our homebound.  I am sure you will join me in pray-

ing for him and his wife Judy during this transition!  

Third, I am happy to announce that as of July 1st we will be welcoming Rev. Andy Weidner to our staff as 

our new Associate Pastor to replace Pastor Dave. Rev. Weidner is currently the pastor of Clarks Summit 

UMC and is retiring this year on July 1st.  Rev. Andy will be doing much of what Pastor Dave has been do-

ing as well as also helping with our Peace Meal and Community Outreach.  

Please keep Rev. Jean, Dr.Cathy, Pastor Dave, and Rev. Andy in your prayers during this time of transi-

tion.    

Rev. Mike Bealla 



 

Our Mission: Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World 

 The Journey - May 2020 3 

Pentecost Sunday is coming 

May 31st! Building Open or 

not at 10:00 AM we will have a 

huge celebration so make sure 

not to miss it! 

Dear Elm Park Church Family, 

It has been an honor and a privilege to serve Christ with you. You have certainly made me 

feel welcome and part of the community of faith at Elm Park UMC. Thank you for the love 

and kindness you have shown me over these past twelve months that I have been serving 

with you and among you as Associate Pastor focusing on visitation to the homebound of 

Elm Park UMC.  

 

Special thanks to Rev. Mike for making me feel so welcome as part of the team here at Elm Park UMC. 

Thanks to those persons who willingly gave of their time to join me in reaching out to our homebound via 

cards, phone calls and personal visits. I believe you have a solid core group of persons who will be an as-

set to Rev. Mike and Rev. Andy in continuing to build Elm Park’s Visitation Team. 

 

Know that I will continue to pray for you and that I covet your prayers as I begin serving Dallas UMC start-

ing July 1st . Know that like the apostle Paul, I too thank God upon every remembrance of you! On the jour-

ney with you, 

Pastor Dave Walker 

Pastor Dave Walker 
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Latest Episodes 

You are always invited to watch our frequent  

Web-Series entitled "The Elm Park Journey." 

Each episode features our Lay Leader, Diana 

Howe, as she interviews guests from our 

church about events, programs, ministries, 

groups, and about the leaders from our church. 

Filming is put on hold right now but if you have 

some free time be sure to check out our epi-

sode about winning the Susquehanna Annual 

Conference Marty Cox Award (Episode 2.7) 

and our episode about our Discipleship Path-

ways (Episode 1.9)    

If you have any ideas for future episodes for 

“The Elm Park Journey” contact Diana Howe, 

Rev. Mike Bealla, Wesley Bealla or email me-

dia@elmparkumchurch.org.   

With everything going on the last Month I wanted to remind everyone 

how to find our live stream and how to find online giving. To find our Live 

Stream go to livestream.elmparkumchurch.org. This link will take you 

right to the live stream if we are live or to the rest of our videos on 

YouTube if we aren't currently live.  

 

For online giving go to elmparkumchurch.org/givenow which will take you direct to our online giving page 

on the our website or download the Give Plus app on IOS and Android. When the app is downloaded 

search for Elm Park United Methodist Church. If you can’t find something check our website at elmparkum-

church.org where you can find all of this information.    

 If you have any questions or problems on Facebook or on YouTube either call the office at (570) 342

-8263 or email Media@elmparkumchurch.org. 

- Wesley Bealla 

livestream.elmparkumchurch.org
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Dear Brothers and Sisters of Elm Park United Methodist Church, 

I am forever grateful for the experience of serving our Lord in your midst during the past 
eight months. You all have so many gifts, and offer them so freely to one another and to 
the Lord, that the days and weeks of my journey with you were filled with much learning 
and growing 

One thing that rose to my awareness, as I thought back over this time together, was the 
welcoming nature of your congregation, led by the generous and loving spirit of Reverend Mike. There is 
never a stranger at Elm Park, for all are neighbors and friends, regardless of their background or station in 
life. This is unique and a great blessing to all. 

As I searched for a passage to express my impression of you, I settled upon these familiar verses: 

1 Corinthians 12:4-12  

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of services, but the same 
Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7 
To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is given through the Spirit 
the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to an-
other faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of mir-
acles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to 
another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to 
each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 12 For just as the body is one and has many members, 
and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 

 

Thank you. 

Yours forever in Christ, 

Cathy 

Bible verses  

All are  teachers 

Growing together 

Reminder Bread Basket Food Bank Still Open!   

Our Bread Basket volunteers continue to reach out to those folks who are in need of food. Operating as a 

drive thru currently, many are thankful for their willingness to serve others during this crisis. Anyone who is 

in need of food can come on Wednesday mornings from 10 - 11:45 am to receive food once a month ac-

cording to family size. The only requirement is that you live in one of the following zip codes: 

18503, 18505, 18507, 18510,18517 and 18518... Thank you for your gifts to this vital local mission! 
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Vacation Bible School 2020  

is tentatively scheduled for August (Date TBA)! 

 

  Our theme will be: “Knights Of nOrth Castle: 

Quest fOr the King’s armOr”  

 

All children ages four throughout those who 

have finished fifth grade along with parents 

and other adults are welcome!  

 

All Young Adults and Teens grades 6th-12th are 

welcome to come as well (Date TBA) to experience 

VBS themselves before helping out. 

 

Many helpers are needed. Please consider sharing 

your talents, skills, and  energy. 
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Signs we will never use! 

Sponsored by  

Betsy Miller 
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01 Abigale Pabst 

02  Lisa Cruser 

02  Robert Dakin 

02  Lisa Mansour 

02  Nicole Negvesky 

03  Stephanie Adomiak 

03  David E. Roberts 

04  Craig Pabst 

05  Robert Armbrust 

05  Martha Resseguie 

06  Eric Hoover 

06  Daniel Hubbard 

06  Robert Lishman 

06  Ian Long 

08  Dawn Conway 

08  Lorraine Newton 

09  Ramona Bosley 

09  Betty Long 

09  Colin Wilford 

10  Frank Buck 

10 Edward Caswell III 

10  Ethan Jones 

10 Chase Magnot 

11 Kyle Reihner 

12 Lindsay Barrett 

12  Holly Donovan 

12 Coen Miller 

15 Linda Dugger 

15  Kimberly Lee 

15 Jacqueline Lishman 

15  Ava Pabst 

15 Luke Warring 

16 John Marazio 

16 Merrill Mayenschein III 

17 Linda Cole 

17  Andie Mikesell 

18 Brian Grassi 

18  Robert Griffiths Jr 

18 Jacob Harron 

18  Darren Wallace 

19 John Price 

20 Edward Dippre 

21 Evan Pabst 

21 Francis Nasiatka 

22 Wendy Brogan 

22 Lydia Bunnell 

22  Marie Muir 

22 Andrea Mulrine 

22  Juliana Napolitano 

22 Walter Tucker III 

23 Mark Brier Jr 

23 Gianna Lamberti 

24 Edward Caswell Sr 

24 Andrew Gruden 

25 Eliose Janesko 

26 Serena Biko 

26 Alan Cunningham 

26  Richard Salmons 

26 Arnold Thompson Jr 

27 Thomas E Brogan 

27 Gerri Jesse 

28 William E C Speare 

30 Carole Bauman 

31 Karlie Howe 

31  Walter Pabst Jr 

 
We have all been living in a time 
of isolation even if we are essen-
tial workers. But this is an exter-
nally imposed isolation, which 
some of us might even welcome 
to some extent. Listen to what 
Henri Nouwen says about the iso-
lation that we sometimes desire: 
 
"To make compassion the bottom 
line of life, to be open and vulner-
able to others, to make communi-
ty life the focus, and to let prayer 
be the breath of your life....that 
requires a willingness to tear 
down the countless walls that we 
have erected between ourselves 
and others to maintain our safe 
isolation." 
Henri Nouwen from "Here and 
Now" 
 
It seems that he is challenging us 
to do these very things in spite of, 
or even because of, the external 
isolation we are currently experi-
encing. It is more important than 
ever for us to be creative in 
reaching out to each other and 
remember we ARE a community 
of believers who can serve each 
other and the world. 
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Rev. Mike Bealla - Senior Pastor 

Phone: (570) 342-8263 Ext. 13 

Email:  mbealla@elmparkumchurch.org  

             seniorpastor@elmparkumchurch.org 

Pastor David  Walker 

Associate Pastor/Visitation Pastor 

Phone:  (570) 342-8263 Ext. 17 

Email: dwalker@elmparkumchurch.org 

Marie Priblo 

Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper 

Phone: (570) 342-8263 Ext. 10 

Email: mpriblo@elmparkumchurch.org 

 office@elmparkumchurch.org 

Mike Heffron 

Director of Maintenance  

Phone: (570) 342-8263 Ext. 18 

Email: mhefferon@elmparkumchurch.org 

 maintenance@elmparkumchurch.org 

Steve Ruane 

Maintenance 

Wesley Bealla 

Director of Communications and I.T. 

Phone: (570) 342-8263 Ext. 12 

Email: wbealla@elmparkumchurch.org 

 media@elmparkumchurch.org 

George Simmons - Director of Music 

Phone: (570) 342-8263 

Email:  gsimmons@elmparkumchurch.org 

Normal Weekly Events for May 

Monday          1:00 PM          Staff Meeting (L) 

Tuesday  1:00 PM  Disciple Bible (L) 

  7:00 PM Disciple Bible (L) 

Wednesday 10:00 AM Bread Basket (MPR 1) 

  7:30 PM Choir Practice (CR) 

Thursday 5:15 PM Covenant Discipleship (L) 

Friday  12:00 PM         Prayer Group (L) 

Sunday 8:30 AM Worship in Chapel  

  9:00 AM Sunday School 

  9:30 AM Fellowship 

  10:00 AM Worship in Sanctuary 

  11:30 AM Prayer & Praise Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, 5/9  4:30 PM - 6:30 PM Peace Meal  

 

 

 

This is a snapshot of Events & Activities scheduled 

for the month of May.  A full schedule is  

available on our website.  Should you like to  

schedule an activity or have questions, please  

contact Marie Priblo at 570-342-8263. 



Worship Times 

8:30 AM Chapel Service 

9:00 AM—10:00 AM Fellowship time  

10:00 AM Sanctuary Service 

11:30 AM Prayer and Praise Service 
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