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President’s Corner

Learning from Others by Robert Ballard
Wigert-Barron Preserve
Dec 14th

Peter Ordway
Memorial Paddles
Fisheating Creek
October 13 2019
Calusa Island
November 16 2019
St Judes Creek
December 21, 2019

Reservations required

It was July and Ellen and I were in New Hampshire for our annual visit with
son and grandchildren. And as usual, we look for things to do with the two
grandchildren that is fun and also educational. Ellen discovered an event going
on about 34 miles away that was looking
for “citizen scientist” to help count
Monarch Butterfly population as part of
the 2019 International Monarch
Monitoring Blitz! It sounded like a fun
adventure and educational at the same
time.
When we arrived at the site, we learned
that it was a 1,100-acre farm that a
conservation easement was recently
Photo by Robert Ballard
purchased by the Upper Valley Land
Trust. The owners were Butterfly
enthusiast and had dedicated an area to enhance milkweed growth. My ears
perked up and I wanted to know more about how this Land Trust compared to
our humble all volunteer organization.
I learned that they cover 45 Towns in the
Upper Valley of VT and NH. They have 13
full time Staff members, 12 Board
members, 47 Advisory Board members.
They manage 500 properties equaling
53,000 acres and 200 miles of trails with
2,000 volunteers. They do a lot of different
management activities on their properties as
they work to keep farm land active, harvest
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the woodlots, provide community gardens as

well as provide recreational trails. It is interesting to learn what other Land Trusts do. If you would like to learn more
go to their site at www.UVLT.org.

Alison Marchione, Programs Director, hosted the event along with Dawn Dextraze from the Sullivan County
Conservation District. We learned about monarch life and actively search milkweed plants for monarch eggs,
caterpillars, and adults. Our observations will be recorded on datasheets and will be uploaded to the Mission Monarch
database. We also learned that Florida has the only population of non-migratory Monarchs as well as the annual
migratory visitors. The grandchildren (ages 11 and 9) really got into the hunt. So, I encourage everyone that as you
travel around check to see what other Land Trust are doing and participate if you can in one of their events. We learn
from each other.
Robert Ballard, President, CLT

CLT Ranger Report Sept 2019 - Ed Chapin
August is the traditional vacation month for our Work/Fun parties and on September 14, 2019 we went back to
work under the guidance of John Kendall’s experience. The 14 volunteers put a big dent in the remaining Brazilian
pepper trees (Schinus terebinthifolius) on the Norm Gowan Trailhead Vista preserve in St James City. So much
foliage was removed that we scheduled another party that Wednesday, where a twenty-yard dumpster was
completely filled! This was an outstanding effort by our hardworking volunteers!

Upcoming Work Party Schedule
9AM - noon
Our next party will be on October 12 at
the Dobbs Preserve, located at the
southern end of Sabal Avenue and
Tangerine Drive in St James City, about
three miles south of Pine Island Center,
from 9 AM to noon. Dobbs map
On Saturday November 9, 2019 we will be
working at out Taylor-Willow Lake
Preserve during the usual hours of 9 AM
to noon. This preserve is located midway
on Alcorn Street, just south of Our Lady of
the Miraculous Medal Catholic church.

The December work party is scheduled for
the 14th of the month at the WigertBarron Preserve on Barrancas Ave & Aura
Lane in Bokeelia, just past the Lee County Lavender’s Landing boat ramp. Wigert-Barron Map

Peter Ordway Mangrove Adventures of Pine Island Paddling tours
•

Fish Eating Creek, Sunday October 13, 2019, time to be announced (TBA). This is in Glades County near
Palmdale, Florida and is the only “out of town” paddle. Fisheating creek map
• Calusa Island, Saturday November 16, 2019, TBA
• St James Creek Preserve, Saturday December 21, 2019, TBA
Reservations are required, call Ed Chapin at (239) 2187531
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GREAT CALUSA ANNUAL RUBBER DUCK RACE 2020
By: Alice Trant
As the year 2019 winds down, The Calusa Land Trust’s 22nd Annual Great Rubber Duck Race is fast approaching.
Our 3,000 fluffy little yellow friends are anxiously awaiting their day in the Florida sun! Soon they will be coming out
of their off-season nesting grounds and start their rigorous exercises and training in preparation for 2020’s “Fastest
Duck Race on the Island!”
Your support of the Calusa Land Trust, Pine Island’s all-volunteer land conservancy, is greatly appreciated. We could
not fulfill our mission to acquire, preserve and protect this special place we call home, without our Island of
volunteers and donors. If you have recently moved to the island and/or have a new business on the island and
would like to donate an item for the Silent Auction, Live Auction, Plant table, or money, to the Duck Race or
volunteer to work the day of the race, please call or text Alice Trant, Duck Race Coordinator, at 239 243-6381, or
email atrant1661@comcast.net and we can Make It Happen!
So, mark your calendars for March 7th, 2020 at the LOW KEY TIKI in St. James City.

3

THE GREAT HORNED OWL IS WHO!
By: Marty Kendall
The Great Horned Owl is also known by the names of Tiger and Hoot. It is Florida's tallest and stands over two feet.
It may be discovered in all parts of Florida except in the Keys. It is colored for camouflage and even its feet and legs
are obscured by feathers. Even their “horns” are really feathered tufts called “plumicorns”.
It is the second heaviest owl in North America, only topped by the Snowy Owl. They possess a wing span of 3 to 5
feet. The females are somewhat larger. Despite their visual size they weigh less than 3 ½ pounds. Their legs, feet
and talons are large with a span of up to 9
inches. The talons can apply a crushing
power of at least 300 psi, comparable to the
Golden Eagle. Their eyes are slightly
smaller than a human, but are considered
the largest of terrestrial vertebrates.
Rather than shifting its eyes, they are
capable of rotating their heads upwards to
270 degrees.
For such a large bird it possesses a rather
weak sound; its call is a low “hoo-hoohoowah”. The transliteration is “You still
up? Me too!” The calling peaks after
midnight, but decreases when eggs are
present in the nest (February and March)
Young owls elicit more of a hiss or screech.
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These owls dine on a vast variety of prey, including rats, rabbits, skunks, opossums, egrets, turkeys and other
available fowl. They will also devour reptiles, insects and fish. Hunting activity generally occurs between dusk and
midnight with another surge for a couple of hours before sunrise. They can reach speeds of upwards of 40 mph, but
the flights are typically slow and low to the ground. It rarely walks on the ground, but when it does so it appears
like a starling. Almost all prey succumbs by crushed talons and is then consumed whole. These birds will oftentimes
cache and store their prey in a safe location before returning
later for consumption. Some 6 to 10 hours later the owls
regurgitate the bones in a pellet form (about 3 to 4 inches in
length) The daily consumption rate ranges from 1.8 to 3.5
ounces.
Great Horned Owl courtship begins in early fall and concludes in
January and results in choosing one mate, usually for life. They
never build their own nests, but rather will occupy another bird's
abandoned nest or utilize the cavity in a hollowed tree Eggs are
laid from late December through early February with a
subsequent incubation period of about 28 to 37 days. The
female accepts the role of nest sitter, while the male hunts and
brings4in food just after dark. The fledglings usually stay within

the nesting area until Fall and are not totally independent of the parents until the next brood arrives. These
owls reach sexual maturity at two years of age and have a lifespan upwards of 30 years.
The predators of these beautiful creatures are other great horned owls, eagles and, of course, mankind.
Examples of the latter are car strikes, wire entanglement, electrocution, poaching and consuming prey
poisoned by pesticides (rat poison).
.
Your support of the Calusa Land Trust allows it to acquire and nurture its preserves to provide a safe habitat
for these magnificent birds.

Pretty but also dangerous
By: Brian Cotterill
There is a weed taking over my back yard and on some
of our CLT preserves. It’s not exactly new to the area,
with reports of it going back at least to the 1920’s in
Florida. It’s Latin name is Abrus precatorius L, while it’s
common names include Rosary Pea, Jequirity or even
Black Eyed Susan. Abrus is a tropical vine, a member of
the pea family, or Fabaceae with small compound leaves
and is thought to be native to southern India. It is now
widely distributed though out the tropics and semitropical world thanks in part to its beautiful seed, a shiny
red with a small black dot. Birds find the seeds
irresistible to eat and later distribute. The vines are
known to climb high in the tree canopy under which they
Abrus precatorius seeds by Brian Cotterill
sprouted.
But there is a catch to its beauty, it’s also one of the
most poisonous plants to be found anywhere. The
seeds while apparently harmless to birds, contains a
toxin called abrin whose structure is similar to that of
ricin, which is the poison found in Caster Beans. They
both stop protein synthesis, which is not a good thing.
There is no antidote, though thankfully poisonings are
rare. The seed coat is tough and unless it is broken
down, the toxin is not released. It was calculated that
less the 1/3 of a bean can kill. Chief among its
symptoms are diarrhea, vomiting, and abdominal
pain.
As dangerous as it is, the plants are used by some as a
medicine, the leaves and roots are thought to help with
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Abrus leaves and flowers

asthma, constipation, mouth ulcers,
stomach aches, knee pains, sciatica,
and a paste made of ground seeds is
used to treat baldness1. It seems the
old adage,”the poison is the dose”
holds true.
One of its main uses, as one if its
common names suggests, is in
jewelry making. Artisans drill small
holes in the seed and string them
into bracelets, beads or necklaces.
The colors remain quite showy.

A similar plant is found is the
Amazon basin, called Huayruro,
Abrus seedling
which has similar seeds, but which
are more flattened and the black covering is larger, up to 1/3 of the seed coat. Its toxic properties and uses by
the local populations are alike.
The take home message is if you find a vine with small compound leaves and shiny red peas with a black dot,
dig it up as soon as possible. Once the plants set seed, they will continue to sprout for months or possibly
even
years to
come.
1, http://
nif.org.in/
ABRUS-

Pizza Time!! The fun part of a work party at the Bud House Calusa Canal Preserve on Meadow Lane, Bokeelia
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_____ $ 25 Basic Member
_____ $ 50 Donor
_____ $100 Contributor

_____ $500 Patron
_____ $1000 Benefactor
$_________ Other Amount

Mail to:
Calusa Land Trust
PO Box 216
Bokeelia, FL 33922

CREDIT CARD #:

EXPIRES: _________/____________ Sec. Code __________
Your Name: _______________________________________

How do you want to
receive your
Newsletter?

E-Mail: __________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________

US Mail
E-Mail

City, State, Zip:
________________________________________________
Phone: __________________

Alt Phone ______________________

"A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER
SERVICES BY CALLING 800-435-7352 TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT,
APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE."
Full financial details, including federal tax returns, can be obtained by contacting the Land Trust’s Treasurer at (239) 283-3871 during working hours.
Federal Employer Identification Number: 59-1782265. The Calusa Land Trust is an exempt Organization under section 501(c)(3) of the IRS code.
Florida Dept of Agriculture & Consumer Services registration number CH3439. No portion of donations received by the Trust is paid to any
professional solicitor. 100% of all donations are received by the Trust.
October 2019

Green Tree Frog on a cold morning, Hyla cinerea photo by Brian Cotterill
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Calusa Land Trust & Nature Preserve
of Pine Island, Inc.
P.O. Box 216
Bokeelia, Florida 33922

Got a PINK
Address
Label? Time
to Renew !

American Beauty Berry Calicarpa americana

Rummage Sale action at Frits Park

