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2019 IMPORTANT 
DATES 

ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE 
44th Annual Meeting of the  

Calusa Land Trust & Nature Preserve  
of Pine Island,  Inc. 

 

Sunday, January 19, 2020 
 

Please join us for the 44th Annual Meeting to be held on Sunday, January 19, 
2020, at 1 pm at the Fishers of Men Lutheran Church, 10360 Stringfellow 
Road. 
 
The meeting's agenda will include a review of our progress in 2019 and plans 
for 2020 and beyond, plus the proposed reelection of eight members to the 
Board of Directors (Russ Costa, Brian Cotterill, John Kendall, Marty Kendall, 
Carolyn Murphey, Judy Ott, Frank Potter and Joan Rosenberg) with 
nominations also open from the floor. 
 
However, this day is not intended to be all 
“business”.  There are raffles, Calusa 
Clothesline (to buy needed CLT stuff), 
socializing with old and new friends, 
enjoying a plentiful buffet spread, soft 
beverages (you're on your own for 
something harder) all with Frank Tuma's 
great island music. 

 
 “Island” Frank Tuma entertaining 

the crowd 

mailto:info@calusalandtrust.org


  
 

President’s Report- November 2019 
 
As our Fiscal Year has just ended the end of September and we head into the 202,. CLT has made some major 
updates to our database management system, Facebook page and our web page. First the database change was 
made from Access to a more interchangeable system called Donor Perfect. This program allows us to now keep 
track of our members, donors, activities, newsletters and special events in one program. As we are transitioning into 
this new system, we ask for your patience as there will be “bugs” that we will uncover and have to fix. People will 
now be able to sign up as new members online from our Facebook page or Web page and make donation online 
with credit card or Paypal. The donation will then go directly into our bank account.  
 
We have also updated to a new Facebook Page managed by the fictious “Mangrove Mike” park ranger. The Calusa 
Land Trust page will provide our social media friends with notices of events and reports of activities while allowing 
them to communicate directly with us (i.e. Mangrove Mike) through the “comments” on the page.  
 
We have also redesigned our web page, calusalandtrust.org, and now in the process of updating the content. It is up 
and running but the updating is still ongoing so be patient and we work to make this page even better.  
Please go to either the Facebook page or the web page and check them out. By the time of the Annual Meeting we 
hope to have all of the updating completed.  
 
We look forward to seeing members at the January 19th Annual Meeting and luncheon. It’s been a busy year and we 
are looking at a busy 2020.  
 
Robert Ballard, President 

 
Ranger Report by Ed Chapin 
 
Work Party 
The last work party of the year, our December work party is scheduled for the 14th of the month at the Wigert-
Barron Preserve on Barrancas Ave & Aura Lane in Bokeelia, just past the Lee County Lavender’s Landing boat ramp.   
Wigert-Barron Map 
 

Peter Ordway Mangrove Adventures of Pine Island Paddling tours 
 

• St James Creek Preserve, Saturday December 21, 2019, TBA 
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Nature Lover’s Guide to Pine Island 
 
The Nature Lover’s Guide to Pine Island has been updated for 2019.  In addition, it 
is printed in full color and the thickness has been reduced by 60%. The price is still 
the same- $20 if you pick up at one of our events or $25 if ordered by mail. You can 
get your copy at our booth at one of the local events or by request to 
CalusaLandTrust.org 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Wigert%2FBarron+Preserve+-+Calusa+Land+Trust/@26.6943929,-82.1468237,17.6z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x88db4d5f540fa6fd:0x99681e720856f7d8!8m2!3d26.6938183!4d-82.1438599?hl=en
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GREAT CALUSA ANNUAL RUBBER DUCK RACE 2020 
By: Alice Trant   

 
As the year 2019 winds down, The Calusa Land Trust’s 22nd Annual Great Rubber Duck Race is fast approaching. 
Our 3,000 fluffy little yellow friends are anxiously awaiting their day in the Florida sun! Soon they will be coming out 
of their off-season nesting grounds and start their rigorous exercises and training in preparation for 2020’s “Fastest 
Duck Race on the Island!” 
 
Your support of the Calusa Land Trust, Pine Island’s all-volunteer land conservancy, is greatly appreciated. We could 
not fulfill our mission to acquire, preserve and protect this special place we call home, without our Island of 
volunteers and donors. If you have recently moved to the island and/or have a new business on the island and 
would like to donate an item for the Silent Auction, Live Auction, Plant table, or money, to the Duck Race or 
volunteer to work the day of the race, please call or text Alice Trant, Duck Race Coordinator, at 239 243-6381, or 
email atrant1661@comcast.net and we can Make It Happen! 
 
So, mark your calendars for March 7th, 2020 at the LOW KEY TIKI in St. James City. 
 
 
 

mailto:atrant1661@comcast.net
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Treasures of the Trails for December 2019:  
 
Rudolph Seen at St. Jude Nature Trail - Again!   
 
By Judy Ott 
 
Perhaps enjoying some pre-flight tranquility, Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer was recently seen resting 
quietly in the underbrush along the St. Jude Nature Trail. White tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus) are very 
rare on Pine Island and haven’t been recorded for several decades, probably due to over hunting during the 
Great Depression. Pine Island has plenty of food deer like (young plants, shrub tips, acorns and grasses) but 
not enough freshwater to drink.  
Our Rudolph’s antlers and face are made from the fallen boot of a Cabbage Palm (Sabal palmetto). Cabbage 
Palms are common on Pine Island and provide many benefits, such as: fruit enjoyed by birds, squirrels, 
raccoons, deer and bears, habitat for frogs and bats, nesting material for birds, flowers for bees and 
butterflies, and “heart of palm” for people. The fronds are used to make thatch, and in the past the trees 
were used for nets, baskets, paddles, arrows, ball sticks and house poles.  
Rudolph’s eyes are made from the Buttonwood (Conocarpus erectus) cone-like fruits. Buttonwoods are often 
found with red, white and black mangroves at the upper edge of the tide, but aren’t “true” mangroves 
because they have different types of root and reproductive systems than the other mangroves.  
 

Rudolph’s red nose is a fresh new Cocoplum leaf just opening up 
at the tip of a branch. Cocoplum fruit ripens in the fall and are a 
favorite food of gopher tortoise, raccoons, birds and some people 
who make jams from them – by adding a lot of sugar and 
cinnamon. Native Americans used parts of the Cocoplum for food, 
arrows, medicine, teas, 
dyes and candles. The 
“glue” used to hold our 
Rudolph’s face together 
is mangrove mud from 
water’s edge. St. Jude 
Trail is the jewel of the 
CLT Norm Gown 
Trailhead Vista Preserve 
just north of St. James 
City, east of Stringfellow 
Road in St Jude Harbor 
on Stabile Road. So when 
you’re in search of a 
peaceful time-out from 
the holiday bustle, take a 

walk along St. Jude Trail, 
listen to the quiet and 
watch for Rudolph.    
 
 

 

Rudolf, again as spotted at St Jude Trail, SJC 

Cabbage palm at St Jude Trail 
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Amazon Smile Foundation 
 
 
If you shop at Amazon, you can support a 
charity, like the Calusa Land Trust, by 
choosing us as your favorite charity from a 
long list of qualified charities.  To shop at 
Amazon Smile you can 
type smile.amazon.com in your computer or mobile device’s web browser. Once you choose a charity, the 
shopping experience is the same as at the regular web site. 
 
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your purchase. It may not sound 
like much, but it can add up to become a substantial gift. 
 
Calusa Land Trust and Nature Preserve Of Pine Island Inc received $1,343.02 as of November 2019 !! 

 

 

 

Cocoplum Berry. Buttonwood “fruits” 

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
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CALUSA LAND TRUST'S PADDLING TOUR 
ON ST. JAMES CREEK 

 
 

This month's Peter Ordway Paddling Tour will be held 
Saturday, December 21st, highlighting the St. James 
Creek with launching at Tropical Point and vehicle 
parking at the adjacent Dobbs Preserve off Sabal Ave.  
All interested paddlers are invited.  The guided tour 
will begin at 12 noon and meander along the creek 
observing wildlife and the pristine nature of CLT's  
preserves.  The tour will end about 3 pm. 
 
The Calusa Land Trust is Pine Island's all volunteer land 
conservancy, which sponsors events for public 
education and enjoyment.  The paddling tours are 
held on a monthly basis in season.  Since it also a 
fundraising effort, donations ($20 per person) are 
requested, but not required. 
 

Reservations are strongly 
recommended.  Please 
contact Ed Chapin at (239)
218-7531 for your spot and 
further information. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard Little, Past President CLT 

Ed Chapin, Pat Ordway and Bud House, 2003  (Left to tight) 
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_____ $ 25 Basic Renewal / Member      _____ $500 Patron           Mail to: 
_____ $ 50 Donor          _____ $1000 Benefactor          Calusa Land Trust 
_____ $100 Contributor      $_________ Other Amount         PO Box 216 

                   Bokeelia, FL 33922 
  
CREDIT CARD #:   

EXPIRES: _________/____________   Sec. Code __________ 
 

Your Name: _______________________________________  
 

E-Mail:   __________________________________________ 
 

Address: __________________________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip:  
________________________________________________ 
 

Phone: __________________  Alt Phone ______________________ 
 

 
"A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER 

SERVICES BY CALLING 800-435-7352 TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, 
APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE." 

Full financial details, including federal tax returns, can be obtained by contacting the Land Trust’s Treasurer at (239) 283-3871 during working hours.  
Federal Employer Identification Number: 59-1782265.  The Calusa Land Trust is an exempt Organization under section 501(c)(3) of the IRS code.   
Florida Dept of Agriculture & Consumer Services registration number CH3439. No portion of donations received by the Trust is paid to any 

professional solicitor. 100% of all donations are received by the Trust.                                                                                November 2019      

How do you want to 
receive your  
Newsletter? 

 

                 US Mail 
      E-Mail 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Please be aware that our web site is being upgraded and 
we hope to have fully back online shortly 

 
  
 

Robert Ballard  
 President 

 
Brian Cotterill 
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Marty Kendall 
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Joan Rosenberg 

 Treasurer 
 

ohn Kendall 
 Director 

 

Cathy House 
 Director 

 
Ed Chapin 

 Land Steward 
 

Russell Costa 
 Director 

 
Carol Mullin 

Director 
 

Nancy Weir 
 Director 

 

 
 
 

Bill Hummer 
 Director 

 
Carolyn Murphey 
 Director 

 
Frank Potter 

 Director 
 

Judy Ott 
 Director 

Board of Directors 



 

Calusa Land Trust & Nature Preserve 
of Pine Island, Inc. 
P.O. Box 216 
Bokeelia, Florida 33922 
 

Got a PINK 
Address 

Label? Time 
to Renew ! 

Rummage Sale action at Fritts Park. The sale will be 
held again this January 25, 2020, Donations of new 
or worn but useable goods may be dropped of at 
Fritts Park the Friday before the sale, January 24th. 

Salt tolerant Christmas Berry, Lycium carolinianum 
photo by Peter Johnson of the Florida Plant Atlas  
https://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/Photo.aspx?
id=1273&display=photos  

https://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/Photo.aspx?id=1273&display=photos
https://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/Photo.aspx?id=1273&display=photos

