
 
 

December 10, 2018 
 
 
Dear VOTFNJ brothers and sisters, 
 
The self-inflicted wound of the clerical sexual abuse crisis has brought our beloved Church to 
the point of implosion--at least the hierarchical clerical culture of our Church.  It is, in one 
way, a good thing!  This means that the wound has been exposed and now the healing may 
begin; the rebuilding of the Church can commence.  What is good can be retained and what 
has gone off course can be rooted out and left behind. 
 
As members of the laity, committed to our baptismal promises, we can - and must - participate 
in the rebuilding of our beloved local New Jersey church. In this packet of materials you will 
find helpful resources, appropriate contact information, and informative background articles.  
May we suggest a few things that we all can do to move the healing forward? 
 
1. Pray that the whole Church may be converted to the mind of Jesus who put children (and 

young people) first in the Kingdom of God. 
 
2. Write to the Apostolic Nuncio to the USA and to your bishops. Encourage them to call a 

“CONVOCATION OF CATHOLIC LEADERS,” to provide, as Bishop Dennis Sullivan of 
the Camden Diocese says in the Catholic Star Herald (article included) “a gathering 
together, listening to each other, and sharing our experiences that will hopefully lead to a 
renewal of hope and dispelling the spiritual malaise that wears us down.”   

 
3. Stay informed on the issues. Articles included here: 
 

• OPEN LETTER TO THE US CATHOLIC BISHOPS—Villanova University Task 
Force on the Sexual Abuse Crisis in the Church 

 
• 21 THESES—The laity of the Diocese of Erie, Pennsylvania;  
 
• OPEN LETTER TO THE US CATHOLIC BISHOPS—IT’S OVER! - National 

Catholic Reporter editorial  
 
• DOUBLE LIVES:  THE PERIL OF CLERICAL HYPOCRISY by Kenneth Woodward 

 
4. Subscribe to:  
 

• THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC REPORTER, an award winning, independent Catholic 
newspaper. 

      www.ncronline.org  

http://www.ncronline.org/


 
• COMMONWEAL Magazine, a lay led Catholic publication. 
      www.commonwealmagazine.org  
 
• AMERICA Magazine, a Jesuit publication.  
      www.americamagazine.org  
                                      

5. Report any suspected sexual abuse to your County Prosecutor’s Office and your diocese.  
Contact information included. 

 
6. For your own well-being, read SUGGESTED ACTION PLAN FOR SELF-CARE IN 

TIMES OF GRIEF AND LOSS by Margaret Pipchick. 
 
7. Find an alternative way to contribute to the good works of the Church rather than giving to 

the Bishops’ Appeal. Appropriate to our own mission as VOTFNJ, we can suggest: 
 

• Road to Recovery, which provides compassionate counseling and referral services to 
victims of sexual abuse. 

      www.road-to-recovery.org 
 
• Voice of the Faithful, which first opened up the voice of the laity on the issue of 

clerical sexual abuse in Boston in 2002. 
      www.votf.org 
 
• Survivors Network of Those Abused by Priests, the largest, oldest and most active 

support group for women and men wounded by religious and institutional authorities.  
      www.snapnetwork.org 
 
• Bishop Accountability, which documents the abuse crisis in the Catholic Church.  
      www.bishopsaccountability.org 

 
 

 
We sincerely hope for your continuing effort as we work together to rebuild Christ’s Church, 
 
Theresa Padovano and Carole Rogers 
Co-facilitators, VOTFNJ.ORG 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Mission 
To provide a prayerful voice, attentive to the Spirit, through which the Faithful can actively participate 

in the governance and guidance of the Catholic Church. 

Our Goals 
Support survivors of abuse  Support priests of integrity  Shape structural change within the Catholic Church 

Promote peace and justice in our society 

info@votfnj.org  www.votfnj.org 

http://www.commonwealmagazine.org/
http://www.americamagazine.org/
http://www.road-to-recovery.org/
http://www.votf.org/
http://www.snapnetwork.org/
http://www.bishopsaccountability.org/




Helpful Addresses 

 

Apostolic Nuncio to the USA 

His Excellency Archbishop Christopher Pierre 
3339 Massachusetts Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20008-3610 
 

Archdiocese of Newark 
 
Joseph W. Cardinal Tobin, C.Ss.R. 
171 Clifton Avenue 
Newark, NJ 07104-0500 
 

Diocese of Paterson 
 
Most Rev. Arthur J. Serratelli 
777 Valley Road 
Clifton NJ 07013 
 
Diocese of Metuchen 
 

Most Rev. James F. Checchio 
146 Metlars Lane 
Piscataway, NJ 08854 
 

 

Diocese of Trenton 
 
Most Rev. David M. O’Connell, C.M. 
PO Box 5147 
Trenton, NJ 08638 
 
 
Diocese of Camden 

 
Most Rev. Dennis J. Sullivan 
831 Market Street 
Camden, NJ 08102 
 











Links to sites and articles dealing with clergy abuse: 

https://www.nj.gov/oag/clergy-abuse/   
 
http://catholicstarherald.org/the-popes-challenge-for-the-church-to-be-more-synodal/ 
 
https://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/artsci/ethics/news_events/open-letter-to-the-us-
catholic-bishops.html 
 
http://www.goerie.com/assets/PA30664928.PDF 
 
https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/open-letter-us-catholic-bishops-its-over 
 
https://www.commonwealmagazine.org/double-lives 
 
https://www.thetablet.co.uk/features/2/14649/on-the-road-to-emmaus 
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