
Eucharistic Prayer Black History Month 

Presider: We gather today mindful of the quest for freedom that cries 
out in the heart and soul of every woman and man.  A quest that is 
fierce with resolve and will not end until freedom is won for all. 
 
Voice: From the time of Moses, people enslaved others for profit and 
gain.  
When Israel was in Egypt’s land, the Israelites were oppressed so hard 
they could not stand.  Let my people go! 

P: Four hundred years ago, on the shores of the new-found land which 
became America, people were once again enslaved for profit and gain.  
Let my people go! 

Voice: On the backs of these women and men this country was built.  
Let my people go!  No consideration, no justice, no mercy for them. Let 
my people go! 

P: A war began that tore a country apart.  The Emancipation 
Proclamation brought a degree of freedom but injustice and greed still 
persisted.  Let my people go! 

Voice: New ways of indignities and injustices were invented: Jim 
Crow, Whites Only, Segregation and Red Lining.  Let my people go! 

P: And yet, in spite of all this, women and men of color have produced 
so many beautiful and meaningful creations.  We thank Dr. Shirley 
Jackson for fiber-optic cable, Lewis Latimer for carbon filament (inner 
light bulb), Marie Van Brittan Brown for closed-circuit television 
security, Otis Boykin for the pacemaker, Lonnie Johnson for the Super 
Soaker and thermoelectric energy converters, Charles Drew for the 
blood bank, Marian Croak for VoIP, Lisa Gelobter for animated Gifs on 
the web, Philip Emeagwali – a drop out, for the world’s fastest 
computer, Jesse Wilkins, Jr, for the math behind gamma radiation, 
Garrett Morgan for the gas mask and the traffic signal, and Mary and 
Mildred Davidson for women’s feminine products and the walker.  
Appreciating these contributions as just a few among many, we pray 
recognizing the worth of all, and being grateful to learn what was 



never deemed important enough to include in our educational 
experiences. 

Voice: We pray, recognizing our true worth, 
and our understanding of what it means to be human. 
No longer unworthy exiles, we are people with a glorious cosmic 
history, with great responsibility, and a noble destiny.  Along with 
everything else in the universe, we are on a journey beyond our 
imagining. 
 
P: We remember Jesus.   
He challenged us to confront any influence within us, 
any social, family, religious or cultural influence, that prevents us from 
recognizing the power within us and within all people - the power of 
love; a power that could join all people as one in their common dream 
of a better humanity. 
 
Voice:  So we take this bread, as Jesus took bread, and give thanks for 
the wonder of the Divine in, and with us, and we eat, committing 
ourselves to love as Jesus loved, wholeheartedly, generously, and 
compassionately, so that people will see expressed in us what we 
have seen expressed in Jesus. 
 
P: We take this wine, and we remember Jesus drinking wine with his 
friends.  We drink, giving our “Yes” to being on earth the heart of the 
Holy One. 
 
Voice: Our prayer is that Justice Rolls down like water.  We have a 
Dream. That one day this nation will rise up and live out the true 
meaning of its creed: “We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all 
women and men are created equal.” 
 
P: We have a dream that people of color will one day live in a nation 
where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the 
content of their character. 
 



Voice: We have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, 
every hill and mountain shall be made low, the rough places will be 
made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight. 
 
P: This is our hope. With this faith we will be able to hew out of the 
mountain of despair a stone of hope. With this faith we will be able to 
transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony 
of brotherhood and sisterhood. With this faith we will be able to work 
together, to pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail together, 
to stand up for freedom together, knowing that we will be free one 
day. 
 
Voice: From every mountainside, let freedom ring! 
 
P: To wherever the Spirit of Life and Love may lead us we give our, 
Amen. 


