
CONCERNS OF THE PARISH

The Family of Allen Daniel upon his death November 14, Leesa Wheeler, 
Deb Johnson, Ralph Fagan, Clayton Herring Jr., Betty Knight, 
Hildred Cammon, Jeff Galyon, Dong Young Han, Beth Creed, 

Mackenzie Linch, Kay Cole, Austin and Dan Cook, Sydney Healey, 
Terri Clement, Dusty Mills, Fay Riddle, Clark Johnson, Ryan Kennedy, Ken Belt 

If you have a prayer concern, please call the Church Office.
at 706-884-4635 or email prayer@lagrangefumc.org.

EXPANDING WORSHIP VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Help First Methodist Show the Love of God!

Thank you to everyone who has volunteered so far to help us Show the Love 
of God and offer and radical hospitality during the 9:00 am Modern Worship 
hour as well as the 10:00 am Sunday School and 11:00 am Traditional Worship 
hours. If you haven’t yet volunteered, will you prayerfully consider how you can 
help us in the following areas?

Worship & Production Team Members: If you have a musical background 
or technical skills, consider learning more about being a part of our new Modern 
Worship team! We’re looking for those who would like to serve an occasional 
Sunday, a month’s stint, or for a longer period of time. Even if you think you do 
not have awe-inspiring talent, God can use your heart for Him in big ways.

Greeters & Parking Lot Team Members: As we launch this new service, we 
hope to expand our existing hospitality as a congregation and meet people with 
the love of Christ from the moment they drive on our campus. Studies show that 
we only have seconds to help guests feel that welcome before it informs the rest 
of their worship experience. Join the team and help us make Sunday the most 
positive day of their week!

Taste of Home Team: Calling all bakers! We need volunteers to provide 
baked goods for our new guest gift bags each Sunday. So, bring on the brownies, 
cookies, bread or other item that is your specialty and let’s share a little bit of 
“home” with each first-time guest that joins us for worship at First Methodist!

If you are willing to serve in any of these areas, please complete our Online 
Volunteer Opportunities form or email Pastor Ben Wills at ben@lagrangefumc.
org or Mary Elizabeth Gerick, Minister of Modern Worship, at megerick@
lagrangefumc.org to get connected with ministry area leaders! Let God use 
your heart in big ways!

Volunteer Servants Needed

Prayer Team: Would you like to join the Prayer Team? This ministry meets at 9:30 
am each Friday in the Epworth Dining Room. For information, contact Pastor 
Ben at ben@lagrangefumc.org.

Updated COVID-19 Protocols

We encourage each of you to consult with your trusted physician to determine 
what COVID-19 protocols are best for your overall health.  Our individual actions 
certainly impact our community of faith. If you have not been vaccinated or if 
you are immunocompromised, we respectfully request that you follow the 
CDC’s recommendation to wear a mask while inside our church buildings. 
Masks are available at each entry. 

Christ the King Sunday
November 21, 2021 • Eleven o’clock

The
First United Methodist Church

of  LaGrange

Good morning and welcome to this classical celebration
of the historic Christian faith in the Wesleyan Tradition!

Thank You, Stephen Ministers!

As we enter Thanksgiving week, I am incredibly grateful to the special men 
and women who offer care to those who are hurting. Our Stephen Ministers 
personify St. Paul’s directive to “Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way 
you will fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2).

Stephen Ministry is an interdenominational, international program that trains 
lay people in distinctively Christian care. Stephen Ministers are simply Christians 
with a heart of care. The basic philosophy of the ministry, which is named for 
St. Stephen, one of the first Christian deacons and martyrs, is that someone 
who is walking a difficult path should not have to do it alone; that having a 
companion on the way, someone outside of the family dynamics, can make the 
journey more bearable.

Those we commission this morning have received more than 50 hours of 
training in active listening, focusing on process rather than goals, keeping 
confidentiality, and tapping into Christian resources. The training has been led 
by our Stephen Leader, Hank Dobbins.

From this point forward, these and our other Stephen Ministers are available 
to be matched with someone in need of additional support. The relationship is 
confidential and individual. The Stephen Minister meets with the care receiver, 
usually for about an hour once a week, in person or virtually, for as long as 
needed. The Stephen Minister listens, reflects back what they are hearing, does 
not try to fix or solve, prays with and for the care receiver, and provides a reliable 
presence, representing Jesus for that person. 

Please join me in giving thanks for all of our Stephen Ministers: Hank 
Dobbins, Linda Frano, Debra Jackson, Elaine McCook, Bonnie Norrick, Tom 
Pirkle, Byron Reed, Kay Scarborough, and Cheryl Weldon. 

“MY Church, HIS Way” Stewardship Series

As we enter 2022, I hope you will join me in declaring that “This is MY Church!” 
Whether you prefer traditional worship, modern worship, virtual worship, or small 
group interactions, there’s a place for you at LaGrange First Methodist! Our 
church is a movement of people following a loving God and doing things “HIS 
Way” as we seek to Make and Grow Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation 
of the World. This week, we will examine how Our Church Exists for Others.

I hope you are prayerfully considering how you can make a commitment of 
your time, talent, and financial resources in the upcoming year and say, “Yes, we 
are the church together!” 

Are You Feeling Weak, Downcast, or Sad? Start Giving Thanks!

Dr. Albert Schweitzer, in his book, “Reverence for Life,” writes: “So, when you feel 
weak, downcast, and sad, start giving thanks. Things will then go better. Force 
yourself to do it. And if your heart angrily objects and asks: What’s the good? don’t 
let it rest. Make it search then and there for something, anything, to be grateful for. 
Once you have found the first thing, other things will follow, and finally you will 
find yourself giving endless thanks.” Happy are they who in gratitude to God are 
armed for life!

May you be armed for life and filled with transcendent joy as you give thanks to 
the Lord with your family and friends this Thanksgiving.

Remember how much I love you ...
It’s an honor to be your Senior Minister!

Dr. John Beyers

We’re Better Together!

q  In Honor of                   q In Memory of

Name _____________________________________________________________

By ________________________________________________________________

q Check Enclosed          q Cash Enclosed          q  Credit Card                                                                    

Credit Card Number (if applicable) ______________________________________

Expiration _____________   CVV _______________  

Billing Address Zip Code _________________

* Poinsettia purchases are not considered tax-deductible gifts.

If you wish to purchase* a poinsettia for $12 in honor of or in memory of someone, 
please complete the form and return it to the church on or before Sunday, 
November 28. A list of all those recognized will appear in the December issue of 
The Flame. You also can give online at bit.ly/fumc_giving and specify “Poinsettias. 
If you are purchasing more than one, simply include all pertinent information 
below on a separate sheet of paper and include with this form. Questions? Contact 
the Church Office at 706-884-4635 or giving@LaGrangeFUMC.org.




