
Concerns of the Parish

The family of Rosie Hoven who died on June 11; Ed Sellers and family upon 
the death of Ed’s sister, Dorothy Hodges, on June 9; Hazel Neely, Jackie Lee; 
Ralph Fagan; Lonnie Hollis; Belinda Borders; Eddie Giddens; Dong Young Han; 
Sydney Healey; Mackenzie Linch; Dusty Mills; Jake Behr

If you have a prayer concern, please call the Church Office
at 706-884-4635 or email prayer@lagrangefumc.org.

The
First United Methodist Church

of  LaGrange

Good morning and welcome to this classical celebration
of the historic Christian faith in the Wesleyan Tradition!

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!

Father’s Day celebrates the significant contributions that fathers make to the family 
unit—the important role that they play in raising up the next generation of those 
who will lead our communities. 

According to some accounts, the first Father’s Day was celebrated in Washington 
State on June 19, 1910. Senora Smart Dodd had the idea of honoring and 
celebrating her father while listening to a Mother’s Day sermon at her church. She 
decided that fathers should receive the same honor. She approached her pastor 
and told him the story of her own father, William Smart, who was a veteran of 
the Civil War. He was left a widower when his wife died while giving birth to their 
sixth child. William went on to raise all six children by himself on a small farm in 
Washington. To show her appreciation, Senora asked if the church could honor all 
fathers on the anniversary of her father’s death, which was June 1. There were a 
few planning issues and so the actual Father’s Day celebration in that church took 
place on the third Sunday of June.

Meanwhile, on the opposite side of the country in Fairmount, West Virginia, in July 
of 1908 a woman named Grace Golden Clayton suggested to her local Methodist 
minister that they hold services to celebrate fathers after a deadly mine explosion 
in their town had recently killed 361 men.

From those two opposite and separate moments, the local celebration of fathers 
began. In 1924, President Calvin Coolidge recommended that Father’s Day 
become a national holiday. Nothing happened until 1966 when Lyndon Johnson, 
through an executive order, designated the third Sunday in June as the official 
day to celebrate Father’s Day. But it was not until 1972, under President Richard 
Nixon, that Father’s Day was officially recognized as a national holiday. Based on 
the precedent in America, more than 40 countries around the world celebrate 
fathers on dates ranging from March 14 in Iran to December 5 in Thailand. 

How should fathers “raise up” the next generation? St. Paul guides fathers to follow 
the “instruction of the Lord” in Ephesians 6:1-4. That means that fathers should 
be involved in teaching children about God’s ways through both education 
and example.

This intense training requires patient encouragement and correction. A father 
must train children in how to deal with life’s trials in a spirit of joyful thankfulness 
before the Lord. Train them how to handle their emotions; how to relate lovingly to 
others; how to work through disagreements and conflicts in a godly way; how to 
discipline and use their time; how to work hard; how to be a good steward of the 
money and possessions that God entrusts to them; and every other skill that they 
will need as mature adults. That is a tall order!

Today, we pause to thank God for the good and godly fathers who influence and 
shape us—who train us—by guiding his words and ways by God’s Word, who 
depends upon God’s wisdom and strength to apply them, and who makes 
everything serve the greater glory of God. 

Happy Father’s Day!

Remember how much I love you ...
It’s an honor to be your Senior Minister!

Dr. John Beyers 

We’re Better Together!

Financial Update

As of Sunday, June 12, we have received 102.46% of our anticipated giving 
year-to-date based on our 14-year giving model for our annual mission and 
ministry operating budget. 

Ways to Give: Check, Online at LaGrangeFUMC.org, or Text LGFUMC to 73256 
to give using your mobile device.

Wesley Fellows: Consider including First Methodist in your estate planning 
and become a Wesley Fellow. Learn more: LaGrangeFUMC.org/give/legacy-
giving.

The Second Sunday after Pentecost • Father’s Day
June 19, 2022 • Eleven o’clock
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