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Reasoning with Wise Fools 
Acts 17:16-34 

16  Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was being 
provoked within him as he was observing the city full of idols.  
17  So he was reasoning in the synagogue with the Jews and the God-fearing 
Gentiles, and in the market place every day with those who happened to be 
present.  

Encountering Wise Fools Then and Now …  

A City Full of _____________________________________.  17:16-17 

A Man Full of ______________________________________. 17:16-17 

Emptiness of _____________________________ to Satisfy.  17:18-21 

18  And also some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers were conversing 
with him. Some were saying, "What would this idle babbler wish to say?" 
Others, "He seems to be a proclaimer of strange deities,"—because he was 
preaching Jesus and the resurrection.  

“Philosophy is a longing after heavenly wisdom.” 
Plato (c. 428-348 b.c.) 

“Being a philosopher, I have a problem for every solution.” 
Robert Zend 

Emptiness of _____________________________ To Satisfy.  17:22-28 

23  "For while I was passing through and examining the objects of your 
worship, I also found an altar with this inscription, 'TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.' 
Therefore what you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you.  

The ________________ and ____________________ of God.  17:29-31 

Salvation Only Through ________________________________.  17:31 

The Response of the _________________________________. 17:32-34 

"And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under 
heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved."  

Acts 4:12 
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