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PRELUDE
WELCOME
GATHERING HYMN We Three Kings of Orient Are
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I We  three kings of O - - ent are; bear - ing
2 Born a king on Beth - le - hem’s  plain, gold I
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4 Myrrh s mine; its bit - ter per - fume breathes a
5 Glo - rious now be - hold him a - rise, King and
. - . I K I K
7\ | N | | | M d di
N & ® e @ #
o)
gifts we tra - verse a - far, field and foun - tain,
bring to  crown him a - gain; king for - ev - e
owns a de - 1 - ty nigh; prayer and  prais - ing,
life of gath - er - ing gloom; sor - rowing, sigh - ing,
God and Sac - 1 - fice; heav’n sings al - le -
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moor and moun - tain, fol - low -ing  yon - der star.
ceas - Ing nev - er, 0 - ver us all to reign.
glad - ly rais - ing, wor-ship-ing God Most High.
bleed - ing, dy - ing, sealed in the stone - cold tomb.
lu - ia al - le - Iu-ia the earth re - plies.
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west-ward lead-ing, still pro - ceed-ing, guide us to thy per-tfect light!

Text: John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891, alt.
Music: THREE KINGS OFF ORIENT, John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the...
Amen.

In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Holy God,

we confess our sin before you.

We replace compassion with competition.

We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek.
We are quick to anger but slow to forgive.

We have not put on love in harmony with you.
Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word.
Swaddle our hearts with your peace,

that all we do, in word or deed,

may reflect your love born among us.

Amen.

I bring you...
Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



KYRIE I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light WOV 649
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11 want to walk as a child of the light I  want to
2 1 want to see. .. the bright-ness of God. I want to
3 I'm look-ing for. .. the com-ing of Christ. I want to
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fol - low Je sus. God set the stars to  give
look  at Je sus. Clear Sun of  righ- teous-ness,
be with Je sus. When we have run. ... with
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light to the world. The star of my life s Je - sus.
shine on my path, and show me the way to the Fa - ther.
pa-tience the race, we shall know the joy of Je - sus.
Refrain
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cit -y of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Je - sus.

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934

Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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CHALKING THE DOOR

FIRST READING: Isaiah 60:1-6
A reading from Isaiah.

Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
For darkness shall cover the earth
and thick darkness the peoples,
but the LorD will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together; they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried in their nurses’ arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you;
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense
and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: 72:1-7, 10-14
Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son;
that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice;

that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.

Let him defend the needy among the people,
rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.

May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another.

Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.

In his time may the righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be nho more.

May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute,
and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.

May all kings bow down before him, and all the nations do him service.

For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress,
the oppressed, and those who have no helper.

He has compassion on the lowly and poor, and preserves the lives of the needy.

From oppression and violence he redeems their lives,
and precious is their blood in his sight.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW p. 188
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GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from
the east came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of
the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.”
When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, and
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it
has been written by the prophet:

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the
rulers of Judah, for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people
Israel.””

Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when
the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may
also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out, and
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped
over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they
were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary
his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another
road.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY (V.1,4,5) As with Gladness Men of Old ELW 302
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1 As with glad - ness men of old did the guid-ing star be - hold;
2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav-ior, to thy low-ly  bed,
3 As they of - fered gifts most rare at thy cra-dle, rude and bare,
4 Ho - ly Je - sus, ev-ry day keep us in the nar-row way;
5 In the heav'n-ly coun-try bright need they no cre - a - ted light;
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as  with joy they hailed its light, lead-ing  on - ward,beam-ing bright;
there to bend the knee be - fore thee, whom heav’n and ecarth a - dore;
so may we with ho - ly joy, pure and free from sin’s al - loy,
and when earth-ly thingsare past, bring our ran - somed souls at  last
thou its light, its  joy, 1its crown,thou its  sun which goes not down;
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so, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er-more be led by thee.
SO may we with will -ing feet ev - er seek thy mer - cy seat.
all our cost-liest trea - sures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav’n-ly king.

where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glo - ry hide.

there

for - ev-er may we sing al - le - lu - ias to our Kking.

Text: William C. Dix, 18371898, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872




APOSTLE'S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

...Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

PEACE ELW p. 189

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

OFFERING ANTHEM 'Twas in the Moon of Wintertime
Arr. William Ringham
Bells of Atonement



OFFERING SONG Create in Me a Clean Heart
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Music: Liturgy of Jov, James M. Capers, b. 1948
Music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress.
OFFERING PRAYER ELW p. 190
DIALOGUE ELW p. 190

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

ELW p. 190



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW p. 190
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE ELW p. 190
LORD’S PRAYER ELW p. 191

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION ELW p. 191

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.



COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God
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COMMUNION ANTHEM

EPIPHANY CAROL
Arr. Linda Lamb
Bells of Atonement
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.



COMMUNION HYMN Bright and Glorious Is the Sky ELW 301
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1 Bright and glo - rious s the sky, ra - diant are the
2 On that ho - ly  Christ-mas night through the dark - ness
3 Sa - ges from the east a - far, when  they saw  this
4 Him they found in Beth - le - hem, yet he wore no
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heav - ens high where the gold - en stars are shin - ing.
beamed a light; all the stars a - bove were pal - ing,
won - drous star, went to find the king of na - tions
d - a - dem; there they saw a maid - en low - ly
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All  their rays to earth in - clin - ing beck - on wus to
all their lus - ter slow - ly fail - ing as the won - drous
and to of - fer their ob - la - tions to the child, the
with  an in - fant pure and ho - ly rest - ing in  her
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heav’n a - bove, beck - on us to heav’'n a - bove.
star drew nigh, as the won-drous star drew nigh.
new - born king, to the child, the new - born king.
lov - ing arms, rest - ing in  her lov - ing arms.

5 Guided by the star, they found
him whose praise the ages sound.
We too have a star to guide us,
which forever will provide us
with the light to find our Lord,
with the light to find our Lord.

6 And this star, as bright as day,
that will never lead astray
with its message so appealing,
18 the word of God, revealing
Christ, the way, the truth, the life,
Christ, the way, the truth, the life.

Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Jens Christian Aaberg, 18771970, alt.

Music: DEJLIG ER DEN HIMMEL BLA, Danish, 19th cent.
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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COMMUNION HYMN Love Has Come
0 |
i |
@’ = =
o W
1 Love has come— a  light in the dark - ness! Love shines forth in the
2 Love 1s Dborn! Come, share in the won - der. Love i1s God now a -
3 Love has come and nev- er will leave wus! Love is life ev-er-
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Beth-le - hem skies. See, all heav-en has come to pro - claim it;
sleep in the hay. See the glow in the eyes of his moth - er;
last - ing and free. Love is Je - sus with - in and a - mong us.
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hear how their song of joy a - ris - es: Love! Love! Born un-to
what i1s the name her heart is say - ing? Love! Love! Love is the
Love is the peace our hearts are seek-ing. Love! Love! Love is the
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you, a Sav - ior! Love! Love! Glo-ry to God on high.
name she whis - pers; Love! Love! Je - sus, Im-man-u - el
gift of Christ-mas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!
Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950
Music: UN FLAMBEAU, E Seguin, Recueil de noéls composés en langue provengale, 1856
Text © 1996 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP). ¢/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile. AL 36695,
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION ELW p. 191

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING



CLOSING HYMN Jesus, the Light of the World ACS 914
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1 Hark! the her - ald an - gels sing, Je-sus, the Light of the world,
2 Joy - ful, all you na - tions, rise; Je-sus, the Light of the world;
3 Christ,by high - est heav’n a - dored, Je-sus, the Light of the world;
4 Hail the heav’n-born Prince of peace! Je-sus, the Light of the world;
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“Glo - ry to the new-born king,” Je-sus, the Light of the world.
join  the tri-umph of the skies; Je-sus, the Light of the world.
Christ, the ev - er - last - ing Lord! Je-sus, the Light of the world.
Hail the Sun of righ-teous-ness!  Je-sus, the Light of the world.
Refrain
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We’ll walk in the light, beau-ti-ful light, come where the dew-drops of mer-cy are bright.
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Shine all a-round us by day and by night, Je-sus, the Light of the world.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, stanzas; George D. Elderkin, 1845-1928, refrain
Music: WE’LL WALK IN THE LIGHT, Traditional; arr. George D. Elderkin

DISMISSAL ELW p. 192

Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



NEWS AND UPDATES:
PRAYER LIST

The Family of Gene Van Hauen  Mindy Kitty R.

Tony V. Debbie G. Lainey M.
Patsy M. Deon C. Angie F.
Christopher Tom K. Pat & Brian R.
Linda S. Jane A. Wanda J.

Bob E. William S. Mark A.
Angie L. Eric P. Stacey R.

ADULT EDUCATION

January 11th
Our scheduled speaker, Mike Schut, Director of Integral Ecology for the Franciscan Sisters
in Little Falls, cannot be with us. We hope to reschedule the presentation.

ANNUAL MEETING

After worship on Sunday, January 11 and Wednesday, January 14 members of the Finance
Committee will be available for questions. The Atonement Annual Meeting will be held
Sunday, January 25, 2026, at 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall.

JANUARY FARE FOR ALL DATE CORRECTION

Due to the holidays, the January date for Fare for All is Thursday, 1/22, 3:30 - 5:30. The
remainder of 2026 will continue on the second Thursday of the month, 3:30 - 5:30.

MISSION OF THE MONTH:

Homeless Helping Homeless and Lincoln Center
The Lincoln Center is a project of Homeless Helping Homeless that is operated in
conjunction with volunteers, staff members, and supporters.

Individuals experiencing homelessness are some of the most oppressed individuals within
our society.

The Lincoln Warming Center was created to specifically act as a resource to all those
experiencing homelessness. Staff and volunteers are working to build a center that can
act as a refuge for individuals during times when the weather is inclement or when
otherwise needing respite from the stress of surviving without the basic necessities in life.
The center is a point of outreach & support for individuals experiencing homelessness or
extreme poverty.

Funds are needed. Please contribute to January's Mission of the Month and be sure to
indicate on your donation that it's for Lincoln Center.




