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PRELUDE

ELW 526
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GATHERING SONG (V.1,2,4) God Is Here!
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: ABBOT'S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991
Text © 1979 and Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.




CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS ELW p. 94

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

God of all mercy...
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy...
Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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SONG OF PRAISE (VS.3) Open Our Lives to the Word
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Text: Ray Makeever
Music: OPEN QOUR LIVES, Ray Makeever

Text and music © 1997 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress




PRAYER OF THE DAY

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
A reading from Ezekiel.

The word of the LORD came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the
children’s teeth are set on edge”? As | live, says the Lord Gob, this proverb shall no
more be used by you in Israel. Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent
as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die.

Yet you say, "The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my
way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from
their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that
they have committed, they shall die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the
wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save
their life. Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that
they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. Yet the house of Israel
says, "The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it
not your ways that are unfair?

Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says
the Lord Gobp. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will
be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed
against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die,
O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord Gob.
Turn, then, and live.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: 25:1-9
To you, O Lorp, I lift up my soul.

My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.

Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.

Show me your ways, O LorD, and teach me your paths.

Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.

Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.

Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your
goodness, O LORD.

You are gracious and upright, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.

You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.



SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13
A reading from Philippians.

If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership
in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the
same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do
nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as
better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the
interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,

who, though he existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as
something to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave,
assuming human likeness. And being found in appearance as a human, he
humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a
Cross.

Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name that is above
every other name, so that at the name given to Jesus every knee should bend, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence
but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear and
trembling, for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work
for his good pleasure.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION When You Call

Text: Ray Makeever
Music: WHEN YOU CALL, Ray Makeever

Text and music @ 1982 Ray Makcever, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people
came to him as he was teaching and said, "By what authority are you doing these
things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you
one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I
do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to
us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are
afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, "We
do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am
doing these things.

“"What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go
and work in the vineyard today.” He answered, ‘I will not,” but later he changed his
mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same, and he answered,
‘T go, sir,” but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said,
“The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes
are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way
of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the
prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it you did not change your minds
and believe him.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY O Master, Let Me Walk with You ELW 818
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Text: Washington Gladden, 1836-1918, alt.
Music: MARYTON, H. Percy Smith, 1825-1898

PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBERS

Dear friends...



Apostles’ Creed

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Address and Questions
In baptism...

Sisters and brothers in Christ,

do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism
among God’s people in this place?

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

People of God,

do you promise to support and pray for these new members in their life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Welcome
Let us welcome these sisters and brothers in Christ to this community of faith.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.
Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.

We give you thanks...
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

...God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.



PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY RESPONSE We Are an Offering W&P 146
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Text: Dwight Liles

Music: OFFERING, Dwight Liles

Text and music @ 1987 Word Music, Inc. (ASCAP). All rights reserved. International © secured.



OFFERING PRAYER

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE ACS p. 36
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Music: LAND OF REST, American folk tune
Text: “Sanctus,” tr. English Language Liturgical Consultation

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

ELW p. 130



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Taste and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God
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sin of the world;

Text: “Agnus Dei,” traditional

Music: Ray Makeever, b. 1943
Music © 1997 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress




COMMUNION SONG Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways

ELW 772
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let sin have no do - min-ion, Lord, but keep my con-science clear.
and should I e’er for - get your way, re - store your wan-d'ring sheep.

nor let my head or heart or hands of - fend a- gainst my

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748, alt.
Music: EVAN, William H. Havergal, 1793-1870

God.



COMMUNION SONG At the Name of Jesus

ELW 416
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Text: Caroline M. Noel, 1817-1877

Music: KING'S WESTON, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Music from Songs of Praise, © Oxford University Press 1925.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

ACS p. 41



POST COMMUNION SONG Fill Us With Your Spirit
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Text: Ray Makeever
Music: FILL US WITH YOUR SPIRIT, Ray Makeever
Text and music © 1987 Ray Makeever, admin. Augshurg Forlress

BLESSING



SENDING SONG- (V. 1,3,4) What God Ordains Is Good Indeed ELW 776
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Text: Samuel Rodigast, 1649-1708; tr. Martin A. Seltz, b. 1951

Music: WAS GOTT TUT, Severus Gastorius, 1646-1682
Text © 2000 Augsburg Fortress

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Thank you, Jullian Euteneuer, for filling in on the Piano.



NEWS AND UPDATES:
PRAYER LIST

Robert K. Eric C. Joel L. Becca S.
The Family Bea Affeldt Linda S. Angie F. Rita T.
Kaye J. Jack S. Mark A. Angie L.
Ben M. Sheila H. Lainey M. Tom K.
Karen C. Gayle K. Becky K.

ADULT EDUCATION

Joe Sullivan, Regional Gift Planner with the ELCA Foundation, is assisting Atonement in
sustaining and growing our General Operating Fund, Legacy Fund, and recently
established Operating Endowment. Join Joe and members of the Council to learn the
purpose of each fund, how they differ, and how contributing to each can strengthen
Atonement’s ministry, growth, and outreach. Joe will provide written information and
share information about potential tax benefits of charitable giving. Please join us!

JR HIGH YOUTH GATHERING

The Junior High Youth Gathering will be held on Friday, November 20 - 21 at in Wilmar
with guest speaker Michael Chan. If your child is interested in attending let Pastor Tim or
Pastor John know.

COAT DRIVE

There is a box in the entrance hall for winter coat collection. Please, leave your gently
used coats, hats, boots for infants, kids, youth and adults.

The distribution will be held at the St. Anthony Parish Center on October 17th and
October 24 from 10 am to 2 pm. Use the entrance closest to 25th Ave N (Door 5).

ROLLING INTO ANOTHER SEASON OF LEFSE!

God'’s work. Our hands. And a lot of lefse.

It's lefse time at Atonement! Come join the fun this October and November as we roll,
cook, and mix lefse to sell at our Advent Tea celebration. Sign up for one shift or
several, and know that all proceeds benefit local non-profit social service organizations.
Questions? Call Eric Vollen or Jon Ness, or email nessvollen@gmail.com.

2026 Lefse Making Dates
Thursday, October 22 - 9:00 am — Cooking & Mixing
Friday, October 23 - 9:00 am — Rolling
Thursday, October 29 - 9:00 am — Cooking & Mixing
Friday, October 30 - 9:00 am — Rolling
Sunday, November 1 - 11:00 am — Cooking & Mixing
Monday, November 2 - 4:00 pm — Rolling
Thursday, November 12 - 9:00 am — Cooking & Mixing
Friday, November 13 - 4:00 pm — Rolling


mailto:nessvollen@gmail.com

