
Atonement Lutheran Church 
Sunday, October 26th, 2025 

Reformation Sunday 
1144 29th Avenue North 

St. Cloud, MN 56303 
(320) 252-6203 

Pastor John Gabrielson 
Pastor Tim Lindhorst 

Director of Music Ministry Marcia Handahl 
Associate Director of Music Eric Vollen 

Worship Leader Jason Ploof 
Handbell Choir Director Jordan Goodwater 

 
 

  
 
 

We Give Thanks for 
Arlo Gabrielson, Owen Janni and Bo Parker  

Who are affirming their baptismal promises during this celebration of the 
Reformation  



PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 
GATHERING SONG A Mighty Fortress Is Our God       ELW 504 

 
 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS       ELW p. 94 
 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God… 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. 
 
In the mercy of… 
Amen. 

 
GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
  



FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
 
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I 
made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the 
LORD. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts, 
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one 
another or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the 
least of them to the greatest, says the LORD, for I will forgive their iniquity and 
remember their sin no more. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 46 
  

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
 and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
 
though its waters rage and foam, 
 and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
 the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
 God shall help it at the break of day. 
 
The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
 God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
 
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 
Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 
 what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
 
behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
 
“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
 I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 
 The LORD of hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  



CHORAL ANTHEM       The Truth Will Make You Free 
Arr. Anne Krentz Organ 
The Atonement Choir 

 
Written by Anne Krentz Organ for the 500th anniversary of the Reformation (2017) and 
published by Augsburg Fortress, “The Truth Will Make You Free” draws on today’s Gospel, 
John 8:31-32: “If you continue in my word . . . you will know the truth, and the truth will 
make you free.” This graceful setting for two-part choir and piano centers on Christ’s word 
of promise—the heart of the Reformation and our faith today. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28 
 

A reading from Romans. 
 

Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the 
law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God. For no human will be justified before him by deeds prescribed 
by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
 
But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is 
attested by the Law and the Prophets, the righteousness of God through the faith of 
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, since all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of 
atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to demonstrate his 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins 
previously committed; it was to demonstrate at the present time his own 
righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who has the faith of 
Jesus. 
 
Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? That of 
works? No, rather through the law of faith. For we hold that a person is justified by 
faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
  



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Celtic Alleluia         ELW 174 

 
 
GOSPEL: John 8:31-36 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you 
are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 
free.” They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been 
slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
 
Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave 
to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a 
place there forever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON AND FAITH STATEMENTS 
 
  



HYMN OF THE DAY (V.1-3,5) The Church of Christ, in Every Age ELW 729 

 
 
PRESENTATION              ELW p. 234 
 

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these young man, one 
with us in the body of Christ, who is making public affirmation of their baptism. 
 
I present Owen Benjamin Janni and Bo Douglas Parker who desires to make public 
affirmation of his baptism. 
 
Let us pray. 
Amen. 

  



PROFESSION OF FAITH            ELW p. 235 
 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 
the church. 
 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, 
the powers of this world that rebel against God, 
and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 
  



AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM            ELW p. 236 
 

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the 
covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

People of God, do you promise to support these brothers and pray for him in his life 
in Christ? 
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

 
Let us pray… 
Amen. 
 
Let us rejoice together as sisters and brothers in Christ. 
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 
Together we will give thanks and praise to God 
and proclaim the good news to all the world. 

 
PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
OFFERING 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

…God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
DIALOGUE 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
 



PREFACE 
 
SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy (Now the Feast)      ELW 191A 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE            ELW p. 108 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 
CHORAL ANTHEM     God Alone Be Praised 

By Zebulon M. Highben 
The Atonement Choir 

 
Commissioned by the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians for its 30th anniversary 
and the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, “God Alone Be Praised” pairs Susan R. 
Briehl’s hymn text (from Psalm 46) with music by Zebulon M. Highben. Published by 
Augsburg Fortress, it calls the church to sing with confidence and joy: “God is our refuge 
and strength, a very present help in trouble.” 



COMMUNION SONG As Rain from the Clouds       ELW 508 

 



COMMUNION SONG Soli Deo Gloria         ELW 878 

 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 



POST COMMUNION SONG Praise to You, O God of Mercy     ELW 208 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 



SENDING SONG (V.1,2,4,5) The Church's One Foundation     ELW 654

 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 



NEWS AND UPDATES: 
 

PRAYER LIST 
 

 

ADULT EDUCATION 
 
Global Health Ministries 
Join us to hear about Global Health Ministries (GHM), a Lutheran organization located in 
the Twin Cities. GHM provides medical equipment and supplies to Lutheran mission 
hospitals and clinics in underserved countries around the world. GHM also offers 
community-based health care and education. Many Atonement members have 
volunteered at the GHM warehouse and/or assembled health kits, over the years. Come 
learn how we have made a difference! 
 
HOLIDAY WREATHS 
 
Schreiber's will be selling wreaths, porch pots, spruce tips the next few weeks at church 
to benefit the St Cloud Area Special Olympics team or call 320-293-3894 or email 
LTJSCHREIBER@HOTMAIL.COM. Orders must be received by October 31. Delivery will be 
Thanksgiving weekend. 
 
TRUNK OR TREAT 
 
Trunk or Treat is Thursday, October 30th 6-7pm. We ask that participants bring a 
nonperishable food item for the local food shelf. We need people to have trunks to give 
out treats, volunteers to help with keeping the parking lot safe, also volunteers to help 
with games. 
 
FARE FOR ALL 
 
FARE FOR ALL from The Food Group in New Hope, MN is coming to Atonement. They will 
be here Thursday, October 30th from 3:00pm - 5:00pm. This is an affordable way to 
acquire meat and produce. Atonement is collaborating with Together as One, Latter Day 
Saints and Unity.  
 
INSPIRING HOPE BREAKFAST 
 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month is October and the Anna Marie Shelter is the October 
Mission of the Month.  If you'd like to learn more ask Pastor Tim for an invitation to the 
Inspiring Hope Breakfast on October 29th, 7:30-9am.  At this annual fundraising 
breakfast, you'll learn more about the great work of Anna Marie's Alliance and hear 
inspiring stories of survivors who live right here in our community. 
 

The Family of Neil Perry Mindy Kitty R. 
The Family of Barb Meyer Baby Kalha Lainey M. 
The Family of Tom Bevans Deon C. Angie F. 
Christopher Patsy M. Pat & Brian R. 
Jane A. Dennis D. Traci N. 
Barb B. Jeffrey A. Mark A. 

mailto:LTJSCHREIBER@HOTMAIL.COM

