Atonement Lutheran Church

Sunday, March 23 at 9 am Pastor John Gabrielson
1144 29t Avenue North Pastor Tim Lindhorst
St. Cloud, MN 56303 Director of Music Ministry Marcia Handahl
(320) 252-6203 Associate Director of Music Eric Vollen

Worship Leader Jason Ploof
Bell Choir Director Jordan Goodwater

PRELUDE
WELCOME

GATHERING SONG V.1,2,4 Eternal Father, Strong to Save ELW 756
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1 E - ter - nal Fa - ther, strong to save, whose arm has bound the
2 O Sav - ior, whose al - might - y word the winds and waves sub -
3 O Ho - ly Spir-it, who didst brood up - on the cha - os
4 O Trin - 1 -ty of love and pow'r all trav-’lers guard in
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rest - less  wave, who bade the might - y o - cean deep its
mis - sive heard, who  walked wup - on the foam - ing deep, and
dark and rude, and bid its an - gry tu - mult cease, and
dan - ger’s hour from rock and tem - pest, fire and foe, pro -
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own ap - point - ed lim - its keep: oh, hear us when we
calm a - mid the storm didst sleep: oh, hear us when we
give, for wild con - fu - sion, peace: oh, hear us when we
tect them where-so - e’er they go; thus ev - er-more shall
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cry to thee for those 1In per - il on the sea.
cry to thee for those in per - il on the sea.
cry to thee for those in per - il on the sea.
rise to thee glad hymns and praise from land and sea.

Text: William Whiting, 1825-1878, alt.
Music: MELITA, John B. Dykes, 1823-1876



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Compassionate One,

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love,
but our lives do not always reflect you

and your love for the world.

We do not show others the tender compassion

you have shown to us.

We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality
you grant to all people.

We oppress others,

even though you have set us free again and again.
We squander the abundant gifts of the earth.
Transform our lives

and guide us again in the way of the cross.

Amen.

Beloved in Christ...
Amen.

GREETING ELW p. 120

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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ELW p. 120
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer-cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our sal - va - tion, let wus
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pray to the  Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the u - ni - ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra - cious Lord.
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men.




PRAYER OF THE DAY ELW p. 124
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-9

A reading from Isaiah.

Ho, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
See, I made him a witnhess to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.

Seek the LorD while he may be found,
call upon him while he is near;
let the wicked forsake their way,
and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the LorD, that he may have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



CHOIR ANTHEM
Psalm 63 from The People’s Psalter
Arranged by Hal H. Hopson
Sung by The Atonement Choir and Worshiping Assembly
The Choir Sings the Verses; The Assembly Sings the Refrain.

A Refrain
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Lord, you are my hope and stay;, I will ev-er sing your praise.

Refrain text: Hal H. Hopson, and copyright © 2008 Birnamwood/MorningStar Music Publishers.
Music: Hal H. Hopson, and copyright © 2008 Birnamwood/MorningStar Music Publishers.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13
A reading from 1 Corinthians.

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses
in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the
same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and
the rock was Christ. Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they
were struck down in the wilderness.

Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as
they did. Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “"The people
sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” We must not indulge in sexual
immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We
must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by
serpents. And do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the
destroyer. These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were
written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. So if you
think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. No testing has overtaken you
that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested
beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that
you may be able to endure it.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW p. 125
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Let your stead - fast love come to us, (0) Lord.
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Save us as you prom - ised; we will trust your word.
] — — |

?

§ — — o

Save us as you prom - ised; we will trust your word.

GOSPEL: Luke 13:1-9

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose
blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. [Jesus] asked them, “"Do you think
that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all
other Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did.
Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you
think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? No, I
tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.”

Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he
came looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, ‘See here!
For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none.
Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ He replied, 'Sir, let it alone for one
more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well
and good; but if not, you can cut it down.””

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters ELW 445
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1 Wash, O God, our sons and daugh-ters, where your cleans-ing wa-ters flow.
2 We who bring them long for nur - ture; by your milk may we be fed.

3 Oh, how deep your ho-ly wis - dom! Un - im - ag - ined, all your ways!
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Num - ber them a - mong your peo - ple; bless as  Christ blessed long a - go.
Let us join your feast, par-tak - ing cup of bless - ing, liv-ing bread.
To vyour name be glo - ry, hon - or! With our lives we  wor-ship, praise!
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Weave them gar-ments bright and spark-ling; com-pass them with love and light.
God, re - new us, guide our foot - steps; free from sin and all 1its snares,
We  your peo-ple stand be-fore you, wa - ter-washed and Spir-it - born.
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Fill, a - noint them; send your Spir -it, ho-ly dove and heart’s de - light.

one with Christ in liv-ing, dy - ing, by your Spir - it, chil-dren, heirs.
By vyour grace, our lives we of - fer. Re-cre - ate us; God, trans-form!
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Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947
Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyrnight Company, Nashville, TN.



CREED ELW p. 126

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

...God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

PEACE ELW p. 128

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

OFFERING ANTHEM
Bless Now, O God, The Journey
Arranged by Anne Krentz Organ
Sung by The Atonement Choir



OFFERING SONG Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (Hillert)

ELW 182
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Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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bless-ing.  Gath -er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be
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fed with the bread of life.  Gath -er the hopes and the dreams of all; u -
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nite them with the prayers we of - fer now. Grace our ta-ble with your
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
OFFERING PRAYER ELW p. 129
DIALOGUE ELW p. 129

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

ELW p. 130



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW p. 130
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho -ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav-en and earth are full of your glo-ry. Ho - san-na in the
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high - est. Bless-ed 1s he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho -
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san-na in the high-estt Ho - san - na in the high - est..

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE ELW p. 130
LORD’S PRAYER ELW p. 134

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION ELW p. 134

Taste and see that the Lord is good.



COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God

ELW p. 135
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Lamb of God, you

take a-way the sin

of the world; have mer - cy on
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us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer - cy on  us. Lamb of God, you
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant us peace.



COMMUNION HYMN As Rain from the Clouds ELW 508
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1 As rain from the clouds will your word come to carth,
2 As grain that is scat - tered your word has been sown
3 As rays of  the sun  shall your word light the  world,
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as snow from the heav - ens re - fresh - ing the land.
on rocks and on road - ways, in good earth and  sand.
a - wak -ing and warm - ing  and heal - ing our land.
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Then soft - en  our soil that the good seed may grow
Make fer - tile our soil that the good seed may grow
Then shine in our hearts that the good seed may Zrow
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and rip - en rich fruit  to re - turn to your  hand.
and rip - en rich fruit  to re - turn  to your  hand.
and rip - en rich fruit  to re - turn  to  your  hand.
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We praise you, our God, for the dew of your word;
We praise you, our God, for the seed of your word;
We praise you, our God, for the light of your word;
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we thank you, good gar-d’'ner, for your ten - der toil.
we thank you, good gar-d’ner, for your ten - der toil.
we thank you, good gar-d’'ner, for your ten - der toil.
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We  bless you, best farm - er, for hun - dred - fold yield,
We  bless you, best farm - er, for hun - dred - fold yield,
We  bless you, best farm - er, for hun - dred - fold yield,
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for har - vest of grace in  our once - bar - ren soil.
for har - vest of grace in  our once - bar - ren soil.
for har - vest  of grace in  our once - bar - ren soil.

Text: Delores Dufner, oss, h. 1939
Music: AFTON WATER, Jonathan E. Spilman, 1812-1896
Text © 1983, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, [L. 60638, www.glamusic.com



COMMUNION HYMN Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me ELW 623
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1 Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee;
2 Not the la - bors of my bhands can ful - fill thy law’s de - mands;
3 Noth-ing in  my hand I bring; sim-ply to thycross I cling.
4 While 1 draw this fleet-ing breath, when mine eye - lids close in death,

Db ——] :

W' ) I . — — r —

J 1 T
let the wa - ter and the blood, from thy riv - en side which flowed,
could my zeal no res- pite know, could my tears for-ev - er flow,
Na - ked, come to thee for dress; help-less, look to thee for grace;
when 1 soar to worlds un - known, see thee on thy judg-ment throne,
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be of sin the dou-ble cure; cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r.
all for sin could not a-tone; thou must save, and thou a - lone.
foul, I to the foun-tain fly; wash me, Sav - ior, or I die.
Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee.

Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778
Music: TOPLADY, Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872

Very big “Thank You” to Jeanne Bruns for filling in the last several weeks on
the piano and organ while Marcia has been on vacation. Atonement
appreciates you for sharing your musical talents with us.



SONG AFTER COMMUNION Now Lord

ELW p. 135
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Now, Lord, you let your ser-vant go 1n peace: your word has been ful -
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filled. My own eyes have seen the sal - va-tion which you have pre -
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pared in the sight of ev-ry peo -ple: a light to re-veal you to the
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na - tions and the glo-ry of your peo - ple Is - ra - el
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION ELW p. 136
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING TFF p. 42
PRAYER LIST
The Family of Loretta Anderson Barb D. Lainey M.
The Family of Barbara Kjolhaug Keshun W. Gregg
Joan M. Pat & Brian R. Angie F.
Kendall M. Mark A. Christopher
Josef F. Donna & Dale T. Patsy M.
Deon C. Diane W.



SENDING SONG Light Dawns on a Weary World

ELW 726
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1 Light dawns on a wea -ry world when eyes be - gin to
2 Love grows in a wea-ry world when hun - gry hearts find
3 Hope blooms in a wea -ry world when crea-tures, once for -
n “ L | ] *
) - K | | !
o —e—=* — g 7 R——"
J ! | |
see all peo - ple’s dig - m - ty Light dawns on a
bread and chil -dren’s dreams are fed. Love grows in a
lorn, find wil - der - ness re - born. Hope blooms in a
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wea - ry  world: the prom-ised day of jus - tice comes.
wea -ty  world: the prom-ised feast of plen - ty comes.
wea - 1y world: the prom-ised green of E - den comes.
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The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands, gush with springs;
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the hills and moun-tains shall break forth with sing - ing!
04 |
= —r— = i
J —— »
We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace,
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as all the world in won-der ech - oes sha - lom.
Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953
Music: TEMPLE OF PEACE, William P. Rowan, b. 1951
Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL. 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
DISMISSAL ELW p. 137

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



NEWS AND UPDATES:
ADULT EDUCATION

"Please forgive me."

The second of Five Conversations toward making and finding peace. The Apostle Paul
wrote that "all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Rom. 3:23) but admitting
that this is true of us - of ourselves in particular - can be really hard. And even if we can
admit and own our fault, asking for forgiveness can seem nearly impossible. Isn't it better
for everyone to just let sleeping dogs lie? Join Pr Tim and Pr John in the southeast corner
of the Fellowship Hall after worship. Coffee and treats will be waiting for you at the session
so please come right in. Please join us!

ATONEMENT CANOES (Correction)

Atonement owns multiple canoes that are 25 - 30 years old, and they have served
Atonement well - providing a safe adventure for many adults and youth in the beautiful
Boundary Waters. Unfortunately, the material the canoes are made of breaks down and
becomes brittle over time. All of the canoes have had multiple repairs, there is an example
now in the Narthex at church. This raises concerns for their continued durability and safe
use.

Again, this summer Atonement pastors and youth are planning multiple Boundary Waters
Canoe trips. Before they leave in late July, Atonement would like to purchase 4 new
canoes that are large, durable, lightweight, and reliable. Then, everyone can feel safe,
confident, and comfortable when they hit the Boundary waters this summer.

Atonement can purchase discounted canoes, but they are costly, between $2,700 -
$3,300 a piece. If you are willing to donate towards the replacement of the canoes,
please, make your check out to Atonement Lutheran and in the memo line write BWCA
Canoes. We appreciate whatever you can give. Please pray for continued successful
Boundary Waters trips, there are two planned this summer July 30-August 3 & August 8-
11.

TEXT SCAM AT ATONEMENT

There were several congregation members who received text messages this week from
Pastor John requesting the purchase of gift cards. Please, know that your Pastor’s will
never make these types of requests. If you are unsure of a message, you have received
call the church office to confirm the request prior to making any purchases.

EASTER SUNDAY

There will be two worship times on Easter Sunday, 9 am and 11 am. There will not be
coffee and treats after either service.



