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WELCOME
CHRISTMAS CALL TO WORSHIP - Based on Psalm 98 (Polite, but Loud)

Sing to God something brand new!
For God has done wonderful things!

God has not forgotten to love us all!
Even the ends of the earth have heard!

Make a joyful noise!
Break forth in song!

With strings and horns,
sing praise to the Holy One!

With the roaring sea and everything in it!
With all the land and everything in it!

The floods clap their hands.
The hills sing for joy.

Thank God! God is coming to set everything right:
Justice for everyone, everything fair.

Sing to God something brand new!
For God has done wonderful things!



Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful
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I Oh, come, all ye faith - ful, joy - ful and tri - um - phant! Oh,
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light ¢ - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of  an - gels, sing in ex -ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap-py  morn - ing;
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come ye, oh, come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - (al he comes;
sing, all ye cit - 1 - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be ... glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pcar - ing!
Glo - ry o L5731 in ... the high - est
Word of the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing
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Oh, come, let us a - dore him, oh, come, let us a - dore him,
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oh, come, let uvus a - dore him, Christ the Lord!

Text: attr. John F. Wade, ¢. 1711-1786: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 18021880, sts. 1, 3—4: tr. unknown. st. 2
Music: ADESTL FIDELES, attr. John E. Wade, ¢. 1711-1786

OPENING DIALOG

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it.

Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.
We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.

To us a child is born, to us a Son is given.
In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.



OPENING PRAYER

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray...
Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who
became flesh and lived among us. Let the light of our faith shine in
all we do; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
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1 Lo, how a rose e’er bloom-ing from  ten - der stem hath sprung!
2 I - sai - ah ’twas fore-told it, the rosc I have in mind;
3 This flow’r, whose fra-grance ten - der with  sweet-ness fills the air,
4 0 Sav - ior, child of Mar -y, who felt our hu - man woe;
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Of  Jes-se’s hn-eage com-ing as  proph-ets long have sung,
with Mar-y we be - hold it, the vir - gin moth - er kind.
dis - pels with glo-rious splen-dor the  dark-ness ev - ’'ry - where.
o) Sav -ior, king of glo - ry, who  dost our weak - ness know:
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it came, a flowr-et  bright, a - mid the cold of
To show God’s love a - right, she bore to us a
True man, yet ver - y God, from sin  and death he
bring us at length we  pray to the bright courts of
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win - fer, when half - spent was the night.
Sav - or, when half - spent was the night.
saves us and light - ens ev - 1y load.
heav - en, and to  the end - less day.

Text: German, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 18511934, sts. 1-2; Harriet R. Krauth, 1845-1925, st. 3; John Caspar Mattes,
1876-1948, st. 4
Music: LS IST LIN ROS, Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesdng, Koln, 1599



FIRST READING - Isaiah 9:2-7 - God promises a king

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a
land of deep darkness-- on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as
people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across
their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall
be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and
there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will
establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward
and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

It Came upon the Midnight Clear
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1 It came up-on the mid-nightclear, that glo - rious song of old,
2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come with peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 And you, be-neath life’s crush-ing load, whose forms are bend-ing low,
4 For lo! The days are has-t'ning on, by proph-ets seen of old,
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from an - gels bend - ing near the earth to touch their harps of  gold:
and still their heav’n-ly mu - sic floats o’er all the wea - ry world.
who toil a-long the climb-ing way with pain-ful steps and slow:
when with the ev - er - cir- cling years shall come the tme fore - told,
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“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav’n’s all - gra - cious king.”
A - bove its sad and low -ly plains they bend on hov - ring wing,

look now, for glad and gold-en hours come swift - ly on  the wing;

when peace shallo - ver all the earth its an - cient splen-dors fling,
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The world in sol - emn still-ness lay to hear the an gels  sing.

and ev - er o'er its ba - bel sounds the bless-ed an gels  sing.

oh, rest be-side the wea-ry road and hear the an gels  sing!

and all the world give back the song which now the an gels  sing.

Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-1876
Music: CAROL, Richard S. Willis, 1819-1900



SECOND READING - Micah 5:2-5 - The king will come from Bethlehem

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from
you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is
in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of
Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the
majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he
shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace.
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great - ness, O God, and my spir - it re- joic - es in
down from their thrones, and up - lift - ed the hum - ble of
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you, You have looked  with love on  your
heart, You have  filled the hun - gry with

fine lase time
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ser - vant here, and blessed me all my life through.
won - drous  things, and  left the wealth -y no part.
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Great  and might - v are  you, O Ho - ly One,
Great  and might - y are  you, (0 Faith - ful One,
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strong 15 your kind - ness ev - er - more,
strong is  your jus - tice strong  your  Jove,
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How wyou fa - vor the weak_ and low - ly  one,
As you prom - ised  to Sar - ah and A - bra - ham,
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hum -  bling the proud of heart.
kind - ness for - ev - er - more.

Text and Music: Marty Haugen, b 1950; € 1990, GLA Publcations, Inc,



THIRD READING - Luke 1:26-35, 38 - The annunciation to Mary

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin's nhame was Mary. And he came to her and said, "Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you." But she was much perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, "Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be
called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end." Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?"
The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will
be called Son of God. Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be
with me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her.

What Child Is This
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1 Whatchild is this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in  such meanes-tate where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh: come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.
The King of kings sal - va-tion brings;let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this is  Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an - gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise, raise the song on high, the wvir - gin sings her lul - la- by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.



FOURTH READING - Luke 2:1-7 - The birth of Jesus

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should
be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

Holy Child within the Manger

Carol at the Manger
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1 Ho - ly Child with - in the man - ger, long a -
2 Once a - gain we ell  the sto - ry— how your
3 Ho - ly Child with - in the man - ger, lead us
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love for us was  shown, when the im - age of your
ev - er in  your way, S0 we see in ev-ry
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stran - ger, come  as hope for ev - ry fear.
glo - ry wore  an im - age like our own.
stran - ger how you come to us to - day.
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As  you lived to  heal the bro - ken, greet the
Come,en - light - en  with your wis - dom, come  and
In our lives and in our liv. - ing give us
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out - cast, free the bound, as you  taught us love un -
fll us with your  grace. May the fire of your com -
strength to  live as you, that our hearts might be for -
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spo - ken, teach wus now wherec you arc found.
pas - sion kin - dle ev - ‘ry land and race.
giv - ing and  our spir - its  strong  and true.

Text: Marty Haugen, b, 1950
Music: JOYOUS LIGHT, Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Text and music ©@ 1987 GIA Publications. Inc. All rights reserved.



OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

210 I Wonder as I Wander

And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them.. Luke 2:15

AFPALACHIAN CaROL
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1. I won-der as 1 wan -der, out un - der the sky, How
2. When Ma - ry birthed Je - sus, *twas in a cows stall, With
3 I Je -sus had want-ed for an - y wee thing, A
4. I won-der as I wan - der, out un - der the sky, How
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Je - sus the Sav - ior did come for to die For
wise men and farm - ers and shep- herds and all. But
star in the sky or a bird on the wing, Or
Je - sus the Sav - ior did come for to die For
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poor ord’- n peo - ple like wyou and like I; 1
high from God’s heav - en a star’s light did fall, The
all of God’s an - gels in heav'’n for to sing, He
poor ord'- nary peln - ple like you and like I; I
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won-der as I wan- der, out un - der the sky.
prom-ise of a-pges it then did re - call.
sure -ly could have it, 'cause He was the King.
won-der as [ wan- der, out un - der the sky. Out un-der the sky,
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FIFTH READING - Luke 2:8-16 - The shepherds go to see the Savior

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do
not be afraid; for see--I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying
in @ manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace among those whom he favors!" When the angels had left them and gone into
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see
this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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I Hark! The her - ald an-gels sing, “Glo - ry to the new-bomn king;

2 Christ, by high - est heav'n a - dored, Christ, the
3 Hail

ev - er-last - ing Lord,

the heav’'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the sun  of righ-teous-ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec- on - ciled.”
late  in time be - hold him come, off-spring of a  vir-gin’s womb.

Light and life to all he brings, ris'n with heal - ing in his wings.
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Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in-car-nate de - 1 - ty!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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with  an - gel - ic hosts pro-claim, “Christis born in Beth - le - hem!”
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el!
born  to raise each child of earth, born to give us sec-ond birth.
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Hark! The her - ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born king!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915



SIXTH READING - Luke 2:21-36 - Jesus receives his name

After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called
Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. When
the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him
up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord,
"Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), and they offered a
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or
two young pigeons."

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy
Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would
not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon
came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for
him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised
God, saying, "Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to
your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the
presence of all peoples, light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your
people Israel."

And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him.
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for
the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so
that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed--and a sword will pierce your own
soul too." There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her
marriage.



Go Tell It on the Mountain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and  ev - ‘ry - where;
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go tell it on the moun - tain that Je - sus Christ is born!
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While shep-herds kept their watch-ing o’er si - lent flocks by night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem - bled when, lo, a - bove the earth

3 Down in a lone - ly man-ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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be - hold,through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light
rang out the an-gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav -ior’s birth.
and God sent us sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Ir., 18721925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual

Seventh Reading - Matthew 2:1-11 - The magi follow the star

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him
homage." When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired
of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea;
for so it has been written by the prophet: 'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel." "

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that
I may also go and pay him homage." When they had heard the king, they set out;
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh.



We Three Kings of Orient Are
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1 We three kings of O - 11 - ent are; bear - ing
2 Born a king on Beth - le - hem’s  plain, gold I
3 Frank - in - cense to of - fer have L In - cense
4 Myrrh 1s mine; its bit - ter per - fume breathes a
5 Glo - rious now be - hold him a - rise, King and
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gifts we tra - verse a - far, field and foun - tain,
bring to  crown him a - gain; king for - ev - e
owns a de - 1 - ty nigh; prayer and  prais - ing,
life of gath - er - ing gloom; sor - rowing, sigh - ing,
God and Sac - rn - fice; heav’n sings al - le -
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moor and moun - tain, fol - low -ing  yon - der star.
ceas - ing nev - er, O - ver us all to reign.
glad - ly rais - ing, wor-ship-ing  God Most High.
bleed - ing, dy - ing, sealed in the stone - cold tomb.
lu - ia: al - le - lu-1a the earth re - plies.
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Oh, star of won-der, star of night, star with roy-al beau-ty bright;
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west-ward lead-ing, still pro - ceed-ing, guide us to thy per-fect light!

Text: John Henry Hopkins Jr.,, 1820-1891, alt,

Music: THREE KINGS OFF ORIENT, John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891




Eighth Reading - Matthew 2:13-18 - The slaughter of the holy innocents

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and
said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there
until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him." Then
Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken
by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son." When Herod
saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and
killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under,
according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. Then was fulfilled
what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: "A voice was heard in Ramah,
wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be
consoled, because they are no more."

By All Your Saints in Warfare
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
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I By all your saints in  war - fare, for all your saints at rest,
2 All praise for in - fant mar - tyrs whom your mys - te - rious love
3 Then let wus praise the Fa - ther and wor - ship God the Son
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your ho - ly name, O Je - sus, for - ev - er - more be blest!
called ear - ly from their war - fare to share your home a - bove.
and sing to God the Spir - it, e - ter - nal Three in  One,
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For you have won the bat - tle that they might wear the crown;
O Ra - chel, cease your weep - ing; they rest from earth-bound cares.
till all the ran - somed num - ber fall down be - fore the throne,
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and now they shine in glo - ry re - flect - ed from your throne.
Lord, grant us hearts as  guile - less and crowns as bright as theirs.
as - crib-ing powTr and glo - ry and praise to God a - lone.

Text: Horatio Bolton Nelson, 1823-1913, alt.

Music: KING'S LYNN, English folk tune




Ninth Reading - John 1:1-14 - The mystery of the incarnation

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was
life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name
was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe
through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the
world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him.
He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of
God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but
of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
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1 Good Chris -tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;:
2 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris-tian friends, re¢ - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is  born to-day;
now ye hear of  end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!
now ye need not fear the grave; Je - sus Christ was born to save!
N
N | h, A,
y. - S B y D ) )
ANV / L
Y,
ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he is in the man- ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er-more.
Calls you one and calls you all to gain his ev - er - last - ing hall.
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Christ 1s borm to - day! Christ 1s born (0 - day!
Christ was born for  this! Christ was born for  this!
Christ was born to  save! Christ was born  to save!

Text: medieval Latin carol; tr. John M. Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: IN DULCI JUBILO, German carol, 14th cent



RESPONSIVE PRAYER

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.

Blessed are you, Prince of Peace. You rule the earth with truth and justice.
Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world.

Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity.
Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day.

Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word made flesh.
Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may bear you
light to all the world.

SUNG LORD'S PRAYER Tune: It Came Upon the Midnight Clear

Our Father, Lord On Heaven's High Throne, Most Holy Be Your Name.
Your Kingdom Come, Your Will Be Done On Earth-In Heaven The Same.
Give Us This Day All That We Need; Forgiven May We Be;

Into Temptation Do Not Lead; From Evil Set Us Free.

Yours Is The Kingdom; Unto You In Grateful Love We Bow;

And Yours The Pow'r; Lord, Let Us View Your Mighty Presence Now.
The Glory Yours; Your Praise Be Sung By Angels, Women, And Men

In Ev'ry Land, By Ev'ry Tongue Forevermore! Amen.

BENEDICTION Tune: Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful
The Lord bless...
Glory To Father, Son, And Holy Spirit!
The Savior Close Beside Us,

God's Love From Harm To Hide Us,
The Spirit's Power To Guide Us, Evermore!

Blessings to you this Christmas Season as we gather to celebrate the Word of our Lord's
birth.

May Christ be born anew in our hearts this Holy season!



