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We have all wondered and questioned why God allows bad things to 
happen to good people. Often the question arises after we hear a tragic 
story: a young mother killed by a drunken driver; an 8 year-old killed in a 
drive-by shooting; a former pastor here at First Lutheran, Emanuel Storz, 
killed in an auto accident in 1934, leaving a wife and two small children. 


Why must the good and innocent suffer? It’s a question that comes up 
frequently in our literature, in our drama, and even in our humor. There’s 
the old joke about Clyde, a good and righteous man, with a wife, a house 
and a job. One day, Clyde has an auto accident right in front of his house, 
when his car jumps the curb and goes into a tree. When he jumps from the 
car, he falls and breaks his leg, and as he crawls up the sidewalk, he sees 
his house engulfed in flames and his wife walking off with two suitcases. 
He has lost it all in two minutes, and he looks up toward heaven and says, 
“God, what have I done to deserve this misfortune?” The heavens open, 
and the voice of God booms down, saying, “I don’t know Clyde, there’s 
just something about you that pisses me off!”


We laugh, because it is ludicrous. God does not behave in a frivolous way, 
acting without purpose. While we often do not understand it, we know that 
God always has a purpose. So we laugh at the joke, but the question 
remains and is at the heart of the Old Testament reading in Job. What has 
Job, a righteous man, done to deserve the terrible things that happened to 
him? He’s lost everything: home, property, family and health. He wants to 
know why. He wants answers, he seeks justice, and he demands that God 
provide him with both. 




Instead of answers, God admonishes Job and asks him a series of 
questions that eventually lead Job to a level of enlightenment and 
acceptance. Through God’s questioning, Job comes to realize that he 
cannot begin to fathom God’s purposes and plans. Through this reading 
we, too, come to the realization that the universe created by God is far 
bigger and more mysterious than our puny intellects and imaginations can 
comprehend.We humans do not get to determine God’s actions nor are we 
always the reason for a God’s actions. God’s plans and purposes are not 
always about us. Job cannot divine God’s purposes and plans. He must 
accept that there is a “Big Picture” and that God has a role to play in it. 


In today’s Gospel, Mark, we find the sequel to the reading from Job. In this 
reading, Jesus and his disciples take a boat to the other side of the Sea of 
Galilee. As Jesus lies sleeping, a great storm blows in with heavy winds 
and waves, and the disciples panic. They wake Jesus, saying, “Do your 
not care that we are perishing?” Upon awakening, Jesus calms the wind 
and the waves, and then he turns to the disciples and says, “Why are you 
afraid? Have you still no faith?” 


After being with Jesus and witnessing his miracles, they still don’t get it. 
Like Job, they lack the wisdom and imagination to comprehend God’s 
purpose and plan. Jesus accepts their lack of understanding, but he 
admonishes them for their lack of faith, revealing that faith is the antidote 
to their inability to understand. Faith is more important than 
understanding. 


Like the disciples, we, too, must rely on faith. While we cannot understand 
God’s plan, we must have faith that there is one, and that we are an 
integral part  of it. We must, therefore, strengthen and build our faith. Faith 
is a spiritual muscle, and like all muscles, it requires exercise in order to 
grow and develop. Prayer is a form of spiritual exercise. Through prayer, 
we can strengthen and develop our faith.




Prayer is also a form of communication; it is a two-way process of talking 
and listening. We are not so good at the listening part! We expect God to 
speak to us as he did with Clyde and Job or, at least, as a burning bush, 
as he did with Moses. God often speaks to us indirectly, through our 
relationships with others and with nature, and in our dreams and 
memories. We’re much more comfortable talking to God, whom we often 
treat like the Good Fairy of the Make-a-Wish Foundation. 


If we only see prayer as a gift-delivery system ( Please help me to pass 
that test.) or pray out of fear ( Don’t let that lump in my breast be cancer.), 
then we are not harnessing the full power of prayer, and we are not 
exercising our faith properly. Prayers motivated by fear are negative. In 
order to harness the full power of prayers, our prayers should be positive, 
emphasizing gratitude…that for which we are thankful. God does not need 
our gratitude, but we need to express it, and we need to feel it.


Prayers of gratitude motivate us and give perspective and purpose in our 
lives.  They build and strengthen our faith, and they help us to accept that 
which we cannot understand. We do not have the wisdom or imagination 
to comprehend God’s plan, but faith gives us the assurance that there is a 
plan and that we are a small but important part of it. God’s “Big Picture” is 
not complete without us!


May the Lord add his blessing. Amen. 

 



