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In this time of uncertainty surrounding COVID-19, we hope that this
service assures everyone of the certainty of God’s love and provides hope for
all through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.

While we worship virtually we use a Service of the Word, knowing that
when the virus has passed we will join each other once again at the Table of

the Lord.

As it has been a blessing to us to provide this service, we hope it is a blessing
to you to receive it.

We'd love to hear from you. Let us know if our services and bulletins are
beneficial to you and your weekly devotions.

Worship Leaders:

Rev. Christopher Mietlowski, Homilist
Deacon Peter Slingerland

Eric Hepp, Organist

Lisa Stephens

Scott Compton

Victor Matos

Alison Matos

Carol Reichert

Nancy Slingerland

All liturgy (spoken and sung) and all art are from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2019 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted and broadcasted by permission under subscription #SB157513.

All hymns and other music are reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-736935. All rights
reserved for each piece of music. Copyright information listed in the bulletin.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

We Prepare for the Word of God

Prelude
Two Quiet Pieces Raymond Hann

Welcome

Thanksgiving for Baptism

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We thank you, risen Christ,
for these waters where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,

like rains to our thirsting earth,

like streams that revive our souls,

like cups of cool water shared with strangers.

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.

Make us one, risen Christ.
Cleanse our hearts.
Shower us with life.

To you be given all praise,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God,

now and forever.

Amen.
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Gathering Hymn

When Morning Gilds the Skies

s B e e e e e &
CEESFEE B = S = o
IO e i . U —
1 When morn-ing gilds the skies, my heart a - wak-ing cries:
2 When mirth for mu - sic longs, this is my song of  songs:
3 To him, my highest and  best, I sing, when love pos - sessed:
4 No love-lier an - ti phon in all high heav’'n is  known
Dy N
e BE LB E 8 e o
T Fr i
. | .

N | | . | | |
A—a e e N e ==
— P - G - - I ) e Py
J @ T o L 4 N
may Je - sus Christ be praised! When eve-ning shad-ows fall,
may Je - sus Christ be praised! God’s ho - ly house of  prayer
may Je - sus Christ be praised! What - e’er my hands be - gin,
than “Je - sus Christ be praised!” There to thee-ter - nal  Word
i T fr
0 |
e S . =
I I ' ! I !
\\/
o | | | | | | | =
y af | | 4 | | "I “ -
E N

this rings my cur - few  call: may Je - sus  Christ be praised!
has none that can com - pare with “Je - sus  Christ be praised!”
this bless-ing shall break in: may Je - sus  Christ be praised!
the e-ter - nal psalm is heard: oh, Je - sus Christ be praised!
—
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5 Let all of humankind
in this their concord find:
may Jesus Christ be praised!
Let all the earth around
ring joyous with the sound:
may Jesus Christ be praised!

Text: German hymn, 19th cent.; tr. Robert Bridges, 18441930, alt.
Music: LAUDES DOMINI, Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896

6 Sing, sun and stars of space,
sing, all who see his face,
sing, “Jesus Christ be praised!”
God’s whole creation o’er,
today and evermore,
shall Jesus Christ be praised!
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Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into
our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your
promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

We Hear the Word of God

The Lessons
First Reading: Acts 10:44-48

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in
tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, “Can anyone withhold the water for
baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” So he
ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay
for several days.

Psalm: 98

!Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.
20 LORD, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.
3Y ou remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
*Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
>Sing to the LORD with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.
®*With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the LORD.
"Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
the world and those who dwell therein.
SLet the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth.
9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with equity.
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Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone
who loves the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God,
when we love God and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we
obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is
born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our
faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of
God?

This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only
but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is
the truth.

The Gospel: John 15:9-17

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15 Chapter.
Glory to you O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s
commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may
be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if
you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant
does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have
made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose
me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that
the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. [ am giving you these
commands so that you may love one another.”

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you O Christ,
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Hymn of the Day

Great God, Your Love Has Called Us
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1 Great God, your love has called us here, as we, by love, for
2 We come with self - in - flict - ed pains of bro- ken trust and
3 Great God, in Christ you call our name and then re - ceive us
4 Then take the towel, and break the bread, and hum - ble us, and
5 Great God, in Christ you set us free your life

to live, your
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love were made. Your liv - ing like - ness we bear,
cho - sen  wrong, half - free, half-bound by - ner chains,
as your  own, not through some mer - it, right, or claim,
call us friends. Suf - fer and serve  till are fed,
joy to share. Give us  your Spir - it’s -oer -ty
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though marred, dis - hon - ored, dis - o - beyed. We come, with all our
by so - cial forc - es swept a - long, by pow’rs and sys - tems
but by your gra - cious love a - lone. We strain to glimpse your
and show how grand - ly love in - tends to work till all cre -
to turn from guilt and dull de - spair, and of - fer all that
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heart and mind your call to hear, your love to  find.
close con-fined, yet seek - ing hope for - man - kind.
mer - cy seat and find  you kneel - ing our feet.
a - tion sings, to fill all worlds, to crown all things.

faith can do while love is mak - ing

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: RYBURN, Norman Cocker, 1889-1953

things new.

Text © 1977, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music © Oxford University Press. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Sermon

Affirmation of Faith — The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
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Prayers of Intercession

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God
who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.

Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the bonds among all
Christian churches. Today we pray for the Moravian Church, giving thanks for the life and
witness of Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church and hymnwriter. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for joy. Fill the earth
with your love so that by their song, all creatures of land and sea and sky, burrowing and
soaring, may call us to join with them in praise. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with undying love. Plant your
word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and give them your Spirit, so that the peoples of
the world may live in peace. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be present with those who are
sick or suffering. Provide for those needing homes or medical care and point us towards
life-changing responses to these needs in our own communities. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless mothers and
mothering people in our lives. Comfort those who miss their mothers, mothers who grieve,
those who grieve because they cannot be mothers, and those who have never known a
loving mother. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Other intercessions are offered.

Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. We remember with
thanksgiving those who shared your love throughout their lives. Keep us united with them
in your lasting love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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The Peace

The Peace of the LORD be with you always.
And also with you.

The Lord's Prayer

As our Savior has taught us, so we pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen

We are Blessed and Sent

Blessing

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead
raise you to new life, fill you with hope,

and turn your mourning into dancing.

Almighty God, Father, " Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever. Amen.
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Sending Hymn

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee

1 Joy - ful, joy - ful
2 Al

we a - dore thee, God of

glo - ry,
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Lord of love!

thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’n re - flect thy rays,

3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.
stars and an- gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of wun - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the  joy of liv - ing, o -cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness,drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-’ry mead-ow, flashing sea,

Thou our Fa - ther,

Christ our broth - er, all who live in
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love are thine;
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Text: Henry van Dyke, 18521933
Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beetl

Dismissal

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed.

hoven, 1770-1827, adapt.

Go in peace. Share the good news.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Processional of Joy
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Giv - er of im - mor-tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!
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