2024 AWARDS

Awards were presented at the chapter’s March 2024 conference held at Cedarbrook Lodge in SeaTac to chapter members who had earned them.

Rising Star Award:

The Rising Star Award was developed to recognize members who quickly become immersed in chapter activities and demonstrate the attributes of a potential leader. It is primarily focused on relatively new members. Seven chapter members earned this award during the 2023-2024 chapter year. Award recipients were:
David Imus
Vincent Moga
Shannon Fernandez
Scott Sypher
Marie Smith
Cale Middleton
Julia Palaeologus

Chapter Contribution Award and Scholarship:

Service to members is the highest priority of the Washington-Alaska Chapter of HFMA. This goal can only be met through the efforts and support of its hundreds of members. 

Each year the Board of Directors recognizes one member for outstanding contributions to chapter activities by awarding a fully-paid scholarship to attend HFMA’s National Institute or the Western Regional Symposium.  Only one scholarship is awarded per year and no member may receive this award more than once.

For the 2023-2024 chapter year the Board of Directors awarded the Chapter Recognition Award to Christian Gilbreath.

President’s Award

This award is also based on outstanding contributions to chapter activities. However, it does not include a scholarship. Also, multiple members may receive the award in the same year and members may receive this award more than once. Four members of the chapter earned this award in the 2023-2024 chapter year. These members were:
Reilly Johnson
Holly Stanley
Nichole Wachtman
Shawn Nolan



Founders Awards

The Founders Merit Award series gives recognition to individual chapter members for participation in chapter and national activities. The award series encourages members to make the sustained effort necessary for continued viability and growth of the chapter.

The first award in the series is the Follmer Bronze Award. To receive this award a member must accumulate a minimum of 25 points. The second award is the Reeves Silver Award and is earned by the accumulation of at least 50 points. The third award is the Muncie Gold Award.  A member must earn a total of at least 75 points to reach this level. The top award in the series is the Founders Medal of Honor. Criteria for nomination for the Founders Medal of Honor are (1) currently a member in good standing, (2) three or more years of service since earning the Muncie Gold Founders Award, and (3) significant service in at least two of the years since earning the Muncie Gold Founders Award.

Points are accumulated towards these awards in the following ways:
· Service as an officer or director, 
· Serving as chair or co-chair of a LCC committee or council, 
· Serving as a member of a LCC committee or council, 
· Chairing or serving on other chapter committees or sub-committees 
· Making presentations at chapter workshops and meetings,  
· Making presentations at other healthcare related programs, 
· Writing articles for HFM Journal, similar publications, or the NW Outlook newsletter, 
· Working at chapter functions.  

By participating in a large number of activities members can earn awards in a relatively short period of time. The only limiting factor is the members own time and energy limitations. Conversely, the perseverance to stay with one or two activities over a longer period of time also earns an award. Points are transferable if a member moves to another part of the country before reaching the level of points necessary for an award.

Founders Awards were presented to six members of Washington-Alaska chapter in 2024. Three members received the Follmer Bronze Award, and three members received the Reeves Silver Award. No members earned the Muncie Gold Founders Award or the Founders Medal of Honor this year. 

Follmer Bronze Founders Awards were earned by:
Cale Middleton
Kimberly Polanco, CHFP
Marie L Smith

Reeves Silver Founders Awards were earned by: 
Ann M Peterson, FHFMA
Cameron Marks, CRCR
Marni Leonard, CHFP
Business Partner Award:

The Business Partner Award is presented to those business members which have multiple years of service or exemplify chapter values. This year these awards were presented to: 
First American
Medix
CloudMed 

Outstanding Leadership:

This is a new award for the 2023-2024 year. This award has been presented to Ann M. Peterson, FHFMA. She is the current president of Washington-Alaska chapter and has been reelected for a second term. She will become the fifth member to serve a double term as chapter President.

Other Awards

The chapter also has a Chapter Life Membership Award and a Lifetime Achievement Award. However, these awards are not annual awards and are determined at the sole discretion of the chapter board of directors.

Acknowledgement

A big Thank You to Michael Smith for his assistance in the preparation of this article.


