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Governor Larry Hogan announced that Maryland is now in a position to plan the gradual 
rollout of the state’s recovery phase amid “very real reasons for hope and optimism,” 
laying out four building blocks for a recovery plan: 
 

1. Expanding testing capacity 
2. Increasing hospital surge capacity 
3. Ramping up supply of PPE 
4. Building a robust contact tracing operation 

 
 

BUILDING BLOCKS FOR RECOVERY PHASE: Governor Hogan announced that over 
the last several weeks, state officials have been consulting with doctors and public 
health experts serving on the Coronavirus Response Team to develop a roadmap for 
the reopening of Maryland and the state economy. 
 

• Testing. Governor Hogan announced that Maryland has expanded testing 
capacity by more than 5,000 percent in the past month and the state is on track 
with an aggressive plan to more than triple current capacity to perform up to 
10,000 tests per day.  

• The State of Maryland recently secured an additional 40,000 tests, 
including 30,000 that will utilize Abbott m2000 testing machines. 

• The state entered into a separate agreement with Abbott Labs to acquire a 
substantial number of antibody tests. 

 

• Hospital Surge. Governor Hogan announced that the state’s efforts to increase 
hospital surge capacity by 6,000 beds is weeks ahead of schedule and highlighted 
additional progress. 

• In partnership with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the state is 
converting the Hagerstown Correctional Facility and the former Washington 
Adventist Hospital in Takoma Park to serve COVID-19 patients. The latter 
site is near the highest concentration of positive coronavirus cases in 
Montgomery County. 

• Construction of a surge response tent at Adventist’s Fort Washington 
Hospital, located in a region of Prince George’s County with a high 
concentration of COVID-19 cases, is near completion. 

• 60 additional response tents are being set up in Frederick, Jessup, 
Hagerstown, Annapolis, Baltimore, Germantown, and Randallstown. 

 

• PPE. Governor Hogan announced that a multi-agency task force is leading efforts 
to ramp up the state’s supply of personal protective equipment (PPE). 

• In the past week, the state received one million additional face shields and 
1,000 ICU beds. 

• In the next week, the state is expecting deliveries of 4.5 million additional 
N95 masks, 290 oxygen concentrators, and 252 ICU ventilators. 

 



• Contact Tracing. Governor Hogan announced plans to build a robust contact 
tracing operation that will enable the state to investigate every positive case and 
ensure that those patients are remaining in isolation for the duration of their 
illness. 

• The State of Maryland currently has approximately 250 people conducting 
contact tracing statewide. 

• Plans are underway to quadruple this force to at least 1,000 dedicated 
contact tracers by utilizing additional state employees and outside 
contractors. 

 

FACE COVERINGS ORDER: Governor Hogan announced an executive order which 
requires the wearing of face coverings when inside any retail establishments or when 
riding any form of public transportation in Maryland.  
Read More. 
 

STRIKE TEAMS UPDATE: Governor Hogan announced that statewide strike teams, in 
partnership with FEMA and HHS, have responded to outbreaks in long-term care 
homes and group homes for medically fragile children.  
 

PRESERVING THE SUPPLY OF NECESSARY DRUGS: Governor Hogan has enacted 
an emergency order to put restrictions on the dispensing of drugs that may be 
necessary to treat COVID-19, including hydroxychloroquine.  
 

https://files.constantcontact.com/03e4073c701/ecb8d04e-2daa-4028-940c-2c73930993d6.pdf

