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SWKrebs Newsletter – May 28, 2020 
 

Governor Hogan Announces Resumption of Outdoor Dining, 
Additional Activities to Complete Stage One of Recovery 

Youth Sports, Day Camps, Outdoor Pools Can Reopen Under Strict 
Protocols and  

Public Health Guidance 
Maryland’s Positivity Rate Has Dropped By More Than Half Since Peaking 

on April 7; State Adds New Data to Public Dashboard 
Maryland Reaches Goal of 10,000 Tests Per Day, Has Completed More 

Than  
300,000 COVID-19 Tests 

Will Continue Flexible, Community-Based Approach for Reopening; Nearly 

All Jurisdictions Have Entered or Announced Plans to Enter Stage One 

ANNAPOLIS, MD—Governor Larry Hogan today announced that due to successful Stage One 
reopenings across the state and improvements in key data and metrics, the State of Maryland can now 
safely move forward with the completion of Stage One of the ‘Maryland Strong: Roadmap to Recovery,’ 
which includes the resumption of outdoor dining and outdoor activities such as youth sports and youth 
day camps, and the reopening of outdoor pools and drive-in movie theaters. 

Stage One will continue to be implemented with a flexible, community-based approach that empowers 
individual jurisdictions to make decisions regarding the timing of reopenings. As of today, 23 of 
Maryland’s 24 jurisdictions have entered or announced their plan to begin entering Stage One. 

“Though we continue to make great progress toward recovery, COVID-19 is still very much a deadly 
threat, and our responsible behavior is absolutely critical in the continued efforts to defeat it,” said 
Governor Hogan. “Thankfully, the vast majority of our citizens clearly understand that while doing things 
like avoiding crowds, practicing distancing, and wearing masks may be inconvenient, that these are some 
of the best tools we have to continue to slow the spread of this virus, and to put us in a position to rebuild 
and restore our economy, and to finally defeat this invisible enemy.” 

MARYLAND’S POSITIVITY RATE HAS DROPPED BY HALF, NEW DATA NOW 
AVAILABLE. Maryland has now reached the goal of conducting 10,000 tests in a day, and has 
completed more than 300,000 COVID-19 tests statewide. With the state’s expanded testing and tracing 
capacity, Maryland now has the ability to take a closer and more accurate look at positivity rates—another 
important indicator of the recovery and a key metric being used by the CDC and other states to track the 
containment progress of COVID-19. 

Building on Maryland’s data-driven approach, Governor Hogan unveiled positivity rate data for the state 
showing that Maryland’s statewide positivity rate peaked at 26.91% on April 7. Since then, it has dropped 
by more than half, down to 12.8%. This data is now available on the state’s public health dashboard.  

LOWER RISK DOES NOT MEAN NO RISK. Governor Hogan continued to stress the importance of 
staying home as much as possible, avoiding crowds of people, teleworking when possible, practicing 
physical distancing, wearing masks in indoor public areas, and avoiding public transportation unless it is 
absolutely necessary. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjcuMjIwOTg1MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vZ292ZXJub3IubWFyeWxhbmQuZ292L3JlY292ZXJ5In0.NtLppSVcKa80Df_4gDgahIMxSy0fFAkS_w5G7Y3xESo/br/79163262335-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjcuMjIwOTg1MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vY29yb25hdmlydXMubWFyeWxhbmQuZ292In0.Xn-ThKBnLLXIU0cvr8SlAvYzC6a-K-3p78F8p0Y7vXs/br/79163262335-l
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Stage One Activities Effective Friday, May 29, at 5:00 pm: 

OUTDOOR DINING. Restaurants as well as social organizations such as American Legions, VFWs, and 
Elks Clubs will be able to begin safely reopening for outdoor dining following strict public health 
requirements consistent with the CDC, FDA, and the National Restaurant Association. Read the 
governor’s order here. 

Restaurants must:  

• Ensure patrons are appropriately distanced with no more than six people seated at a table, with 
the exception of members of the same household. 

• Ensure patrons are seated at least six feet away from each other, except for households seated 
together. 

• Use single-use disposable paper menus or sanitize reusable menus between each seating.  
• Sanitize outdoor tables and chairs between each customer seating. 
• Train staff in current COVID-19 health and workplace guidelines.  
• Begin screening procedures including daily temperature checks of all staff. 
• Ensure staff wear masks or face coverings when interacting with other employees or patrons. 

In an effort to promote safer dining and support the restaurant industry, the governor is encouraging local 
jurisdictions to expand the footprint of outdoor dining by allowing for the closing of streets and expanding 
into parking lots and public outdoor spaces.  

Guidance and best practices for restaurants. 

YOUTH SPORTS. Outdoor youth sports may resume following appropriate CDC guidelines including: 

• Limited, low-contact outdoor practices focused on individual skill building versus competition. 
• Limited group sizes. 
• Limited touching of shared equipment and gear. 
• The ability to engage in physical distancing while not actively engaged in play. 

Guidance and best practices for youth sports. 

YOUTH DAY CAMPS. Outdoor activities at youth day camps may resume under the following guidance: 

• Capacity limitation of no more than 10 individuals in a group. 
• Daily COVID symptom checks for youth camp staff and campers. 
• No out-of-state or overnight campers will be permitted. 
• Physical distancing and masks will be required for all staff and campers. 

Department of Health directives regarding youth camp programs. 
Guidance and best practices for youth day camps. 

OUTDOOR POOLS. All outdoor pools may reopen with strict safety guidelines including: 

• 25% capacity restrictions. 
• Strict physical distancing and sanitization measures. 
• Patrons will be required to sign-in and sign-out. 
• All pools will be required to post signage warning anyone who is sick not to enter. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjcuMjIwOTg1MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2dvdmVybm9yLm1hcnlsYW5kLmdvdi93cC1jb250ZW50L3VwbG9hZHMvMjAyMC8wNS9HYXRoZXJpbmdzLTd0aC1BTUVOREVELTUuMjcuMjAucGRmIn0.MKMtFC4EEZIimJyymSzUuV-p-T9CjJfX3GBFU2Q1_CM/br/79163262335-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjcuMjIwOTg1MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2dvdmVybm9yLm1hcnlsYW5kLmdvdi93cC1jb250ZW50L3VwbG9hZHMvMjAyMC8wNS9HYXRoZXJpbmdzLTd0aC1BTUVOREVELTUuMjcuMjAucGRmIn0.MKMtFC4EEZIimJyymSzUuV-p-T9CjJfX3GBFU2Q1_CM/br/79163262335-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjcuMjIwOTg1MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbW1lcmNlLm1hcnlsYW5kLmdvdi9Eb2N1bWVudHMvQnVzaW5lc3NSZXNvdXJjZS9SZXN0YXVyYW50cy1iYXJzLUNPVklELTE5LUJlc3QtUHJhY3RpY2VzLnBkZiJ9.7CONywNQ6p-TWWdiyjlkDSbNCcBT6-nx_4GtqVUkZIY/br/79163262335-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjcuMjIwOTg1MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbW1lcmNlLm1hcnlsYW5kLmdvdi9Eb2N1bWVudHMvQnVzaW5lc3NSZXNvdXJjZS9Zb3V0aC1TcG9ydHMtQ09WSUQtMTktQmVzdC1QcmFjdGljZXMucGRmIn0.lBS9GTxCdyHaZ3J7xblDvdgbijL8rhbWmyhrzAcjhL8/br/79163262335-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjcuMjIwOTg1MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3BocGEuaGVhbHRoLm1hcnlsYW5kLmdvdi9Eb2N1bWVudHMvMjAyMC4wNS4yNy4wMiUyMC0lMjBNREglMjBPcmRlciUyMC0lMjBZb3V0aCUyMENhbXBzLnBkZiJ9.mnp5A2wVPXDxPcmj9JJu55JHljOlRci4mnVhMPhnhEs/br/79163262335-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjcuMjIwOTg1MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbW1lcmNlLm1hcnlsYW5kLmdvdi9Eb2N1bWVudHMvQnVzaW5lc3NSZXNvdXJjZS9Zb3V0aC1DYW1wcy1DT1ZJRC0xOS1EaXJlY3RpdmVzLnBkZiJ9.zK2hdrhyrTWzOcKjQ0Tg4UnRfBhjHlQAWxncG4kEXkc/br/79163262335-l
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Department of Health directives regarding swimming pools. 
Guidance and best practices for outdoor pools. 

STAGE TWO. Governor Hogan noted that health officials will continue to watch the data closely, and if 
these encouraging trends continue into next week, the state will then be in a position to move into Stage 
Two of the recovery, which would mean lifting the order on non-essential businesses. 

 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjcuMjIwOTg1MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3BocGEuaGVhbHRoLm1hcnlsYW5kLmdvdi9Eb2N1bWVudHMvMjAyMC4wNS4yNy4wMSUyMC0lMjBNREglMjBPcmRlciUyMC0lMjBQb29scyUyME9yZGVyLnBkZiJ9.9Q_NGse8ddM28U3KuTuImQNdPsgVZrDe6yR4juGJIu8/br/79163262335-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjcuMjIwOTg1MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbW1lcmNlLm1hcnlsYW5kLmdvdi9Eb2N1bWVudHMvQnVzaW5lc3NSZXNvdXJjZS9Td2ltbWluZy1Qb29scy1DT1ZJRC0xOS1EaXJlY3RpdmVzLnBkZiJ9.bjUlEIfhdDl2K29fA00Nn1OVD-T4LRYTrcZbYi-G7OM/br/79163262335-l

