
The South Atlantic Environmental Research Institute  

PROJECT MANAGER - SENIOR SCIENTIST 
‘FINE SCALING THE DESIGN OF FALKLAND 
ISLANDS MARINE MANAGEMENT AREAS’ 

Full-time job based in Stanley, Falkland Islands. 
Competitive Salary and tax rates 

Are you passionate about the marine environment? Are you up for the challenge of 
working in a highly productive, diverse and unique environment? The Falkland Islands  
marine environment supports highly productive fisheries and abundant populations of 
sea lions, fur seals, elephant seals, albatrosses, penguins, sooty shearwaters, white-
chinned petrels, prions and much more!  The role will involve working in partnership 
with other experts in the field, like deep water marine biologists, coastal ecologists, 
higher predator ecologists, oceanographers, policy formulators and legislators. 

Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) within the Falkland Islands was first explored during a 
successful two-year Darwin-Plus funded project (DPLUS027). Following its successful 
conclusion Falkland Islands Government (FIG) contracted SAERI to undertake a sec-
ond phase (MSP Phase II) which covered three key aspects including an Assessment of 
Fishing Closure Areas as Sites (AFCAS) as potential Marine Management Areas 
(MMAs) against international criteria for MPAs in the Falkland Islands. The project 
will use diverse, cutting-edge scientific methods to build on an integrated understanding 
of Falkland Islands marine ecosystems. In conjunction with stakeholders, evidence-
based recommendations would be developed to zone MMAs in the AFCAS areas iden-
tified. Following agreed, informed designs, an economic assessment will aid under-
standing present and future consequences of policy formulation. MMA site manage-
ment plans will be consulted upon. Relevant legislative frameworks will be drafted to 
support designation and site management plans. The Falkland Islands economy is reli-
ant on its marine environment; fisheries and tourism are major contributors to GDP. 
Developing hydrocarbon resources will contribute significantly to the economy. With 
such marine environment reliance stakeholder consultation and engagement will be a 
key component of this project. 
 
The Project Manager / Senior Scientist job purpose:  

The position will deliver and manage SAERI’s ‘Fine scaling the design of Falkland 
Islands Marine Management Areas’ funded by the Darwin Plus Overseas Territories 
Grant Scheme. Phase II of the Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) Project included an As-
sessment of Fishing Closure Areas (as potential MPAs) against international criteria. 
Key baseline work is required for their effective design and management. Five steps 
have been identified for delivery. These are the development of 1) economic conse-
quences of the design (present and future), 2) Policy formulation, 3) Site Management 
Plans, 4) Suggested legislative framework and 5) Legacy Planning (financial & human 
resourcing).  

Essential criteria applicants should have include: 

 Qualified with a Postgraduate Degree in Marine Ecology or related subject. 
Ideally a PhD in a relevant subject 

 At least 5 years post graduate experience working in marine ecology  

 Good GIS experience; strong geo-statistical skills  

 A high level of computer literacy with an awareness of statistical science and 
model building e.g. R and/or Matlab  

 A sound knowledge of large ecological databases (SQL).  Ability to analyse and 
manage large datasets  

 Excellent communicator 

 Proven ability to lead work programmes  

Application forms and job descriptions are available from SAERI’s Office Manager 
(officemanager@env.institute.ac.fk) and a completed form should be returned by 22nd 
June 2018. 


