wanderlust
[won-der-luhst]

noun
a strong, innate desire to rove or
travel about.
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Oye! Full of color and beautiful vistas,
you may make a new friend with one of
the many llamas you’ll meet on the way.
Oscar Velez, Senior Travel Specialist Circles

Aguas Calientes to Hidroelectrica rail trail
in Peru. Going to Machu Picchu

Train at Aguas Calientes station, near
Machu Picchu

At an elevation of 8,000 ft, Machu Picchu, Peru, has the
most spectacular setting of any ruin in the world. Even
those who aren’t normally excited by archaeology will be
impressed.
Machu Picchu’s grassy central court is surrounded by
almost 200 houses, palaces, and temples built from
perfectly fitted stone blocks. Especially notable are the
Temple of the Sun (the only round building), the Temple
of the Three Windows (trapezoidal openings), the
Sacristy (full of mysterious niches) and the Intihuatana
(Hitching Post of the Sun). Stone and earth terraces
(designed for farming and defense) descend the
mountain around three sides of the city—the fourth side
is a sheer cliff.
You can see the ruins on a day trip from Cusco, but
you’ll have more time to explore the site if you spend
the previous night in the nearby town of Machu Picchu
Pueblo (formerly Aguas Calientes). Machu Picchu Pueblo
is an unashamed tourist trap and not the most appealing
of places, but it does have a selection of hotels ranging
from budget to luxury. Alternatively, hike the classic
Inca Trail or one of the other trekking routes and get to
Machu Picchu early in the morning, in time to watch the
sunrise up over the surrounding mountains.

entire day at the ruins, tickets for each visiting period
must be purchased.

6-DAY BEST OF CUSCO AND MACHU PICCHU
This comprehensive 6-day tour takes in top sites
including Aguas Calientes, Ollantaytambo, and
Urubamba—with accommodation, travel, plus
pickup and drop-off at your Lima hotel included. All
accommodation, entry fees, and travel included.

Package includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Professional Guide
Bottled water
Local taxes
Tours and activities per itinerary
5-nights accommodation
Round-trip domestic flights (Lima-Cusco-Lima)
Hotel pickup and drop-off

For more information about this tour, please contact one
of our travel specialists at circlesconcierge@circles.com

If you’re feeling very fit, you could reach the ruins via the
famous Inca Trail. This ancient pathway passes through
cloud forests, gorges, and ancient Inca outposts before
descending into Machu Picchu. The number of hikers on
the Inca Trail is limited to 500 per day and reservations
ideally should be made at least four months in advance.
Petting a llama at Machu Picchu

A tour guide is mandatory to visit the site, regardless of
how you get there. Two daily visiting periods run 6 am
to noon and noon to 5:30 pm. If you wish to spend the

Pinkuylluna, Inca storehouses at Ollantaytambo
archaeological site, Cuzco, Peru
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