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This past week we celebrated both Earth Day and Good Shepherd Sunday.  What a convergence!  I was invited to preach, which gave me the rare opportunity to invite the gathered flock to think of themselves as sheep.  As I learned early on from my wonderful teacher Samuel Terrien, who lived several years with the Bedouin shepherds in Israel/Palestine, sheep are not easy to care for. Sheep are stubborn and willful creatures who have their own ideas about what they want to do and where they want to go.  Imagine thinking of ourselves like that!  Let’s think about ourselves as dumb animals who fill our still waters with polluting plastics, who destroy our green pastures by leaving them bare, who fill the air along the paths with poison, leaving untold species of sister and brother animals dead forever.  How we, like sheep, have gone astray!
	And yet we are told in both Psalm 23 and John 10 that we sheep have a Good Shepherd who cares for us and leads us. In John, Jesus, as the Good Shepherd leads us in three ways: First, last, and primarily, the Good Shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  Second, our Shepherd knows his sheep, and they know him.  We imagine him calling them each by name.  My now departed friend, Sally Simundson, grew up knowing the names of the sheep as “Shirley, Goodness, and Mercy” as they followed after the Good Shepherd all the days of their lives!  
	Third, and rather astonishingly, our Good Shephard does not say, “These sheep in this group are mine, but you other sheep.  I don’t care about you.”  Rather our good shepherd says this:
	“I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.” (John 10:16)
	We are cared for in unimaginable ways by our Good Shepherd.  We stubborn, willful sheep are called to follow this Shepherd.  But this is not all we are called to do. We are not only invited to imagine ourselves as sheep, we are equally invited to follow Christ’s example and to see ourselves as shepherds made in his image.  As so often happens in Scripture, we hold two seemingly contradictory realities together, both true and both important. What if we were to be like Christ in our own treatment of all living things: all humans no matter their race or creed, all other animals like ourselves, plants, even soil and water?  What would it be like if we knew all living creatures by name and called them part of our own flock, our own family?  What if we ourselves were willing to give our lives for this flock, this family, this earth and all creatures? Listen! God is calling.

( If you would like to read the full sermon……here is the link.)






