
      N. MN LAKES LESS CLEAR

Recent studies by the DNR and U. of MN indicate that lakes in the north-central (forested) region of MN are becoming murkier as late summer temperatures are rising fastest in that area of the state. Warmer water encourages algae growth which, in turn, reduces the depth of light penetration into water, thereby reducing clarity. Reduced clarity then causes faster warming due to the absorption of solar energy by the algae particles in the water. Other factors also contribute to the increased growth of algae, such as forest conversion to agriculture and shoreline loss of vegetation through development, both of which cause increased runoff of nutrients. Although decreased clarity is a slow, long term trend in most MN lakes, global warming is accelerating that process more in northern areas because of the deforestation and development that is occurring here. 
Source: Star Tribune, 2/21/21



                                                                RACE TO NET ZERO

The United Nations' "Race to Zero" campaign enlisted corporations, cities, regions, states, and universities into an agreement to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 20% before Earth Day, 2021. Pledges to this campaign include commitments to achieve a science-based, net-zero emissions plan targeted for 2030. Currently, 3400 pledges have been recorded globally, including 2162 corporations. A similar global alliance sponsored by Amazon, "The Climate Pledge", requires signees to set a 2040 net-zero target and has 100 corporate members. Recently, 310 large corporations and investment firms sent an open letter urging President Biden/U.S. government to initiate an ambitious emissions reduction target. Shortly thereafter, the Biden administration announced a target of 52% reduction of greenhouse gas emissions (compared to 2005) by 2030; and the European Union declared a goal of 55% reduction by 2030. All of these pledges reflect the urgency of reducing greenhouse gas emissions and global warming because warming is occurring at a faster rate than climate models had predicted and the Paris Agreement levels of reduction are no longer adequate to prevent a climate crisis.
Source: Business Green .com, 4/21/21

