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January 5 – Second Sunday of Christmas
This is the second appearance of John 1 in just a few weeks, so consider what it means for the Word to become flesh in the cosmic context of Psalm 147. The same Word was present to name and number the stars. This Lord, who heals broken hearts and binds up wounds as a physician, now takes on vulnerable flesh. The one who made the grass grow on hills will one day preach a sermon from the mountain. The one who gives animals their food will one day feed thousands in the countryside and billions at eucharistic tables across time and space. To become flesh is to become a creature filled with stardust, intimately tied to the natural world in all its limitation and all its possibility.


January 6 – Epiphany of Our Lord
One of the ways we understand our place in nature is by using cardinal directions: north, south, east, and west. At times, such directions become metaphors for cultural differences. In the United States, “the West” refers to lands that were a part of the Louisiana Purchase, Oregon Territory, and Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo—regions initially inhabited by Indigenous peoples and Mexican citizens. In Matthew’s gospel, “the East” indicates countries past the bounds of Greco-Roman control: modern-day Iran, India, and China. Such verbiage often isn’t neutral, so consider using your natural and geographic setting as a way for your congregation to envision their presumptions or prejudices. Sometimes this coded language, based in our environments, unnaturally protects the powerful from scrutiny while further marginalizing those God intends to include.


January 12 – Baptism of Our Lord
Water is mentioned hundreds of times in the Bible. It is foundational to life. It’s no wonder, then, that in Luke 3, Jesus chooses to undergo the cleansing mikvah (Jewish ritual purification bath) in the same water that appears at the beginning of Genesis and the end of Revelation. Clean water for drinking, washing, irrigating crops, and, yes, baptism is essential. A ritual affirming our baptismal covenant on this day can include a commitment to protecting the health of God’s water. We might also note that the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins on January 18, and clean water is an issue for which all Christians can join in advocacy.


January 19 – Second Sunday after Epiphany
Last week’s water for baptism is this week’s water for the miracle of the wine at the wedding in John 2:1-11. While we marvel at the speed at which Jesus was able to turn water into wine, we can also note that clean water is necessary for the grapes to grow in the vineyard. The water content of grapes is 81 percent! This story offers an opportunity to talk about the importance of adopting organic, biodynamic, and regenerative viticultural practices for the wines we drink. Congregations can also think about where their wine for communion comes from and choose to serve a wine made from local and/or organically grown grapes for the sacrament.


January 26 – Third Sunday after Epiphany
Water is a witness in the Bible. In today’s reading from Nehemiah 8, we might not notice water watching in the background, but it is there. The Israelites gathered at the Water Gate to hear the word of God read to them after years in exile. This was where a tunneled waterway brought in spring-fed water to a reservoir for the city of Jerusalem. We might imagine water bearing witness to the people hearing God’s teachings. Psalm 19 (in the NRSV) tells us that the “firmament,” the arch in the heavens believed to separate the waters, proclaims God’s handiwork. What is the water in the heavens and the earth “proclaiming” today? And what does water witness about our conduct toward each other and God’s handiwork?



